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A NOTE ON THE EXISTANCE OF A NEW VARIETY OF PINEAPPLE

In India there are a number of pineapple varieties, the impDr tan t ones
being Kew, Queen and Mauritius. The variety Kew is also known as 'Giant Kew'
and Cayenne'. The variety Queen contains two more distinct types viz. Red
Ripley Queen and Green Ripely Queen. The fruits of all the above ment ioned
varieties are oval or oval to cylindrical in shape with a well developed crown.
An entirely different type of pineapple was observed in some hilly areas of
Trivandrum District (Nedumangad Taluk). In this case the fruit is abnormally
long and conical in shape and crown is reduced to small scaly leaves. This can
be due to the transformation of the vegetative crown portion of the spikate
inflorescence into floral parts. The scaly leaves towards the top of the crown
are longer than those at the basal region. In this variety 'fruit-lets' are produced
from the stalk at the base of the main fruit, instead of slips. The morpho-
logical characters of the plant and the fruit characters such as colour and
flavour are similar to those of Red Ripley Queen. The variety is locally known
as 'Koompu puruthy'. It is known to exist in the above locality for the last
forty years. This variety may have originated by mutation in Red Ripley
Queen. It is seen only in places where Red Ripley Queen is abundantly grow,)-

Owing to the fancy shape and colour of the fruit, this variety can
very well find a place in ornamental gardens and also as a new type in the
germplasm collection for future breeding works.
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