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ON THE OCCURRENCE OF SEEDL1G BLIGHT IN THE DRYBED

RICE NURSERY IN KUTTANAD

During the year 1973 and 1974 rice nurseries raised under d r y bed
method in Kuttanad ware seriously infected by seedling blight. Even though the
occurrence of seedling blight was reported from other states it is the first report
of its occurrence in Kerala.

The nursery beds affected by the disease had poor stand of seedlings due
to rotting of germinating seeds. The development of small patches of blighted
seedlings was characteristic in infected areas The young seedlings sometimes
develop while stripes on the leaves which later turn yellow. Such seedlings wilt
and ult imately die. White radia t ing strands of the fungus rap'diy develop on the
surface of the soil and basal portion of the infected seedlings. Sclerotial bodies
are formed at the base of the seedlings which are initially white in colour and
gradually turn into dirty white or brown resembling mustard seeds. These bodies
cluster around the basal portion of blighted seedlings. The disease is carried from
season to seoson through these sclerotial bodies which survive in the soil for
several years. Thefungus causing th is disease is identified to be Corlicium ro'fsit
Sacc.

The disease could be contro l led satisfactorily by drenching the infected,
nursery bed w i t h ceresan ( w e t > or A r e f a n U % Methoxy ethyl mercury c h l o r i d e .
The d i l u t i o n of the drenching solut ion is at 4 gms. / l i t . of water. Main ta in ing
the nursery beds constantly wet by frequent irrigation will keep the disease under
check.

The authors are g r e a t f u l to Dr. S. C. Mathur , Pathologist Central Rice
Research I n s t i t u t e C u l l a c k fo r i d c n f i t ' v l n a the f u n g u s .
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