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WHITE TIP NEMAT0DE OF RICE IN KERALA

Drying and curling of leaf tip of paddy leaves was moticed in many,
fields in Alleppy District during 1974. The crop remained stunted in growth with
reduced tillering in spite of repeated application of nitrogenous fertilizers. The flag
leaf of the infested plants was markedly twisted and was not completely opened
major portion of the panicle remained within the twisted flag leaf. Number of
spikelets on the panicles were very few and majority of them were chaffy grains.
The infestation was more in fields planted with P t b. 10

Examination of the grains (chaffy as well as healthy) revealed the persence
of the white tip nematode, Aphelenchoid.es besseyi in a quiescent stage in between
the seed and husk. Number of nernatodes were more in healthy grains than the
chaffy ones. The seedlings raised from the healthy looking grains produced the
same symptoms on the leaves as well as on the panicles.

Muniappan sand Seshadri (1964) reported the incidence of white tip
disease on rice in Tamil Nadu and recorded its extent of damage as 40 per cent.
This is the record of its first occurrence in Kerala.
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