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ON THE USE OF LEMONGRASS LEAF INFUSION FOR
THE CONTROL OF BRINJAL APHID

In an effort to find out the usefulness of some localy avalable plant
materials as deterrents for pests of brinjal, it was observed that an agueous extract
of lemongrass leaves gave good protection to brinjal plants from aphid infestation.
Aqueous extracts of neem and Eupatorium leaves, Calophyllum and Hydnocarpus
cake and garlic tubers did not control the aphid. None of these including
lemongrass was useful in reducing infestation by other pests of brinjal such as the
fruit borer and leaf roller. (Table 1)

The aqueous extract of lemongrass was prepared by grinding 10 gm of
green leaf in one litre of water and filtered through muslin cloth. The extract
was sprayed as such on the plants five times a 15 days intervals. Counts of
major insect pests viz. shoot and fruit broer, leaf roller and aphid were recorded
at 10 days intervals. The data were analysed statistically and the mean values
are given in Table 1. The reduction in aphid population on treated plants was
significant at 5 per cent level.

Table 1
Mean values of different insects on brinjal under treatments

(after transformations)

Treatments Borer Leaf roller Aphis
0 Control 1.37 212 3.56
1 Neem 137 1.37 297
2 Eupatorium 150 187 2.87
3 Calophyllum 187 1.00 2.78
4 Hydnocarpus 172 1.37 2.89
5 Garlic 137 1.50 2.90
6 Lemongrass 157 1.21 0,30
Not significant Not significant significant
Critical difference 0.367
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