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Introduction

India is the  fifth la rg e s t  p roducer  of eggs and n in th  largest producer of 
poultry m ea t  in the  world, p roducing over 34 billion eggs and about GOO,000 
tons of poultry  m e a t  in 2004. In the  overall m ark e t  for poultry products, India 
was positioned 1 1 in W orld Poultry’ Production. An analysis reveals th a t  the 
poultry sec tor  in Ind ia  h a s  been  growing a t  a much faster rate, along with 
other indus tr ie s .  O ver  the  p a s t  decade the  poultry industry  in India has 
contributed a p p ro x im a te ly  U S  S229milhon, to the Gross National Product
(GNP).‘

The Ind ian  p o u l t ry  i n d u s t r y ’s success  s tory  is uniquely  exceptional. From a 
backyard v e n tu re ,  it h a s  m ad e  a q u a n tu m  jum p to emerge as  a dynamic 
industry. T h e  l a s t  t h r e e  d ecad es  showed signif icant development in poultry 
industry w i th  e a ch  d eca d e  focusing th e  developm ents  in th ree  different 
sectors. The  s e v e n t ie s  s a w  a s p u r t  in egg production; the eighties in broiler 
production, th e  n in e t ie s  in p o u l t ry  in tegra tion ,  au tom ation  and  feed 
production T h e  p r e s e n t  decad e  p rom ises  to exploit value added products  and

global t ra d e  a v e n u e .2

However the  q t n a d  o f  n o w ,  on b i rd  Hu v . r u .  caused  an  e s t im a ted  loss to 
poultry a n d  a l l ie d  m d u a t n e .  a t  46 m illion  U SD  p e r  day,» T h is  a la rm ,ng  
situation driven th e  a u t h o r s  to m ak e  a n  a t t e m p t  to s tudy  the  Situation m  a

systematic way.

Objectives o f  t h e  R e s e a r c h

TV major ob jec tives  of  th e  s tu d y  arc .
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• to h ighlight the  s ta tu s  of poultry  industry  in the .state of T am ilnadu . India,

• to review the social, economical and  political impact of lord flu on the 
poultry  industry  and  the people in the s ta te  of T am ilnadu , India,

• to spoil out the  lessons to be learned  by E th iop ian  poultry  fa rm ers  and the 
people.

M e t h o d o l o g y  o f  t h e  S t u d y

The s tudy  w as  carried out with secondary d a ta  only. To justify  the h rs t  
objective c u r ren t  s ta tu s  of poultry  industry’ in re la tion  10  m ea t  and egg 
production were taken  into consideration. The  second objective was analyzed 
by tak ing  in to consideration the change in food habit  of the  people, reduction 
in sale  of poultry  m eat  and egg and  need for governm ent in te rven tion  during 
the  y e a r  2005-06. The th ird  objective was justified bv choosing appropria te  
lessons th a t  could be adopted in Ethiopia. The au th o rs  feel tha t  th is  modest 
a t te m p t  can be a basis for fu r the r  research  and development

F i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  ' t u d y

The findings of the  s tudy  was m ade in accordance with  the  objectives framed 
viz., s t a tu s  of poultry  industry  in the  s ta te  of T am ilnadu  India  social, 
economical and political impact of bird flu on the poultry’ indus try  and the 
people in the s ta te  of T am ilnadu , India, lessons to be learned  by E thiopian 
poultry  fa rm ers  and  the  people.

G e n e r a l  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f T n m i l n n d u  S t a t e

T a m i l  N a d u  ("Land of the T am ils”) is a s ta te  at the  so u th e rn  tip of India 
T am il  N adu 's  gross s ta te  domestic product for 200-4 is e s t im a ted  at $56 billion 
in cu r ren t  prices. Possessing the  fifth largest economy (2004-2005) among 
s ta te s  in India, Tamil N adu  is also the  second most industr ia lised  s ta te  next lo 
M a h a ra s t ra .  It r an k s  second in p e r  capita  income (2004-2005) am ong large 
s ta tes .  I t  r an k s  th ird  in foreign direct inves tm en t  approvals  (cum ulative  1991 
2 0 0 2 ) of Rs.22,582.64 crore ( $ 5  billion), next only to M a h a ra s h t ra  
(Rs.36,602.41 Crore (S8 . 1  billion)) and  Delhi (Rs.30.303.79 Crore ( $ 6  7 billion). 
The S ta te 's  inves tm ent consti tu tes  9.12% of the  total FDI in the  country 
Unlike m any  o the r  s ta tes ,  the economic resources are  quite  sp read  oui, ratlv-r 
th a n  concentra ted  in a small industr ia l ised  area .

According to the  2001 Census, Tam il N ad u  has  the  h ighest  level of 
u rb a n iz a t io n  (43.86%) in India , accounting for 6 % of Ind ia 's  total population
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ana 9.6% of the  u r b a n  p o p u l a t e .  T am il  N adu  h a 3 a netw ork  of about 110 
industrial p a rk s  a n d  e s ta te s  offering developed plots w ith  supporting  
infrastructure. Also, th e  s t a t e  go vern m en t  is promoting o ther  industr ia l  
parks like R u b b e r  P a rk ,  A ppare l  P arks ,  F loriculture  Park , P a rk  for 
Biotechnology, In fo rm a t io n  Technology Park ,  and  Agro Export Zones among 
others.

Annual P lan  o u t la y s  h av e  in c reased  by a record 75% from Rs.5,200 crore 
( j l . l  billion) in 2 0 0 1 - 2  to Rs.9 .100 crore ( $ 2  billion) in 2005-6.'

S ta tu s  o f  P o u l t r y  i n d u s t r y  in  t h e  S t a t e  o f  T a m i l n a d u ,  In d ia .

The term  pou l t ry  inc ludes  fowls, ducks, turkeys, geese, quails, sw’ans, 
ostriches an d  gu inea  fowls dom esticated  for economic purpose. Fowls 
constitute 99% of the  to ta l  poultry  reared  in the State . The development of 
poultry in d u s t ry  is s ignif icant in the  S ta te .  The S ta te  occupies second position 
in egg production  in t h *1 country . Poultry  farming in the S ta te  has transformed 
into a big v ib ra n t  in d u s t ry  from a mere backyard enterprise  over the past  
three decades. Now th is  sector is a dynam ic industry  having a vast scope for 
exports and  em p lo y m en t  genera t ion .

This process w a s  sp e e d e d  up w ith  the  help of Poultry Extension Centres, 
which acted as  d e m o n s t r a t io n  fa rm s and  extension cen tres  providing 
training t o J a r m e r s  to t a k e  up poultry  farming. Moreover, the  formation of 
Tamilnadu P o u l t ry  D eve lopm en t  Corporation, G overnm en t support  for 
establishing p o u l t ry  u n i ts ,  w id esp read  im m uniza tion  agains t  R am khet 
disease and  e a sy  av a i lab i l i ty  of q ua l i ty  feeds, nil con tr ibu ted  to development 
of poultry r e a r in g  a s  an  ind us try .  Poultry rea r ing  has now become a 
commercial a c t iv i ty  in m a n y  p lac e -  m  th e  d ,etr .cl»  o f  N om akkal ,  Salem. 
Erode and r . o m l . a t n m  In h d  0 *  Nan.okk.,1 boll h o .  ,•merged n» the  c «  
basket in .he  S t a t e  c o n t r .b u t .n i t  a ro u n d  06% to th e  total a** product,on ,n

the State.
T, i r h a s  developed into a big industry , eco friendly
Though p o u l t ry  f e r m .n e  h a -  P ^  ^  ^  ^  p r o n u b l 8

backyard pou l t ry  r e a r .n g  „l P | iv, | , h 0 0 d
traditional b a c k y a rd  e n te r p r i s e  V  ru ra l  , nd contnbubaa to 1 0 %
pmpoaUion of a e v e ra l  poor f a rm e ra  , ^ ^  ranrm g con818la of
of thp total egg p ro d u c t io n  in the  ■
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5 to 1 0  lo rds  p e r  household  a n d  is r e a red  w ith  a l i t t le  in v es tm en t  The 
household yets  m ea t  and  eggs from t l u s e  birds. B u d s  a r e  on free range and 
feed on worms, insects, w as te  grains,  w h ite  a n t s  etc. and  they  convert the 
farm  and  k itchen  w as te  into  egg and m eat.  These  b i rd s  a re  very susceptible 
to the  highly fatal  R a m k h e t  d isea se1'

The  17th Q u in q u en n ia l  Livestock and  Boultry C en sus  w as  ca r r ied  out by the 
D e p a r tm e n t  of  A n im al  H u sb a n d ry  of the  S a te  in 2003-04 w ith  15.10.2004 as 
the  reference da te .  As p e r  the  Census, the  species w ise  d is t r ibu t ion  of 
livestock and  poultry ,  th e i r  percen tage  to the  total l ivestock and  poultry  and 
density  in the  S ta te  a re  as  follows (Table 1 ).

T h t Ethiopian Veterinary Association____________________ _______________________________________________ __

Table 1 P o u l t r y  P o p u la t io n  a n d  D e n s i ty

Specie a Pop u la l ton D ensity 
(Per hq km)

Fowls 8,61 19.929 602
Ducks 2.46,900 >

Turkeys 51.014 1
O thers (Q uails &. 1 Jim birds) 1.73.370 1
Total Poultry 8.65,91.273 666

One of the  sa l ien t  fea tu res  of C ensus  2003-04 is th a t  the  P o u l t ry  population  
has  su b s tan t ia l ly  increased  by 137.16%, from 36.51 million in 1997 to 8 6  59 
million in 2 0 0 4 ’.

During  the  y e a r  2004, the  es t im a ted  egg production has  increased  to 3.784 
million num bers ,  an  increase of 30%. During  th e  sam e  period, the  p e r  capita 
availabili ty  of eggs p e r  a n n u m  w-as 61 num bers .

S o c ia l ,  E c o n o m i c a l  a n d  P o l i t i c a l  i m p a c t  o f  b i r d  f lu  o n  t h e  p o u l t r y  
i n d u s t r y  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  in  th e  s t a t e  o f  T a m i l n a d u .  I n d ia .

Against th is  backdrop, the industry  is now facing a se tback  due to bird-flu, 
the widely known disease of poultry. The G overnm ent and  the  poultry  experts 
came out openly that there  is no symptom of the disease in th e  SLate. But the 
Industry  in the S ta te  fall prey  to the hue and cry of the  people and  forth esta te  
in the o ther p a r ts  of the world: This is basically due to the  fear of the  public. 
This u lt im ately  affected the social, economic and political t rend  of the  people of 
the S ta te .

5 http://\vww,ln.go\ ,in/polic\notes/animal husbandry -2.htm
6 http://wwvv.tn.go\ .in'polic} notes animal_husbandr> .him
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Sccial Im pac t

The ea t in g  h a b i t  o f  th e  people H J U

non-vegetarian. Due to th e  u rban iza tion  *  miXed’ b° th vegetarian and
^variably  consum e pou l t ry  m e a t  on S u n d a v V T 1* dtl0S ^  t0WnS
menu on the  w eek d ay s  a n d  par t icu la r ly  the h U  *  * regu lar  dl3h m  the
flow, a f te r  the  sp re a d  of  bird-Qu in the  othe C fed 3lm° St daUy'
almost s topped ta k in g  the  pou ltry  m eat  and F ^  S ° 1 e world’ the people

s H u u ry  m ea t and egg because of fear This affected
the sale of p o u l t ry  p ro d uc t  a n d  the  ind us try  13 in standstill .

The industry ,  N G O s  a n d  G o v e rn m e n t  arp nn .  „ r ^, ~ a re  on a w a r  footing working towards
changing the  m in d  s e t  o f  th e  people. One such m easure  is th a t  the Industry
bigwigs organized "chicken melas (festival)- in various cities to instill
confidence a m o n g  th e  people. In  these  melas, known personalit ies  publicly
eat eggs or c h ic k e n  a n d  d e m o n s t r a te d  th a t  they are  safe. In sm alle r  towns
unfertilized eggs a r e  be ing  projected as  a cheap  source of protein to boost 
sales7.

Economic Im p a c t

H undreds of p o u l t ry  fa rm s  in the  S ta te  of Tamil N adu  are suffering severe 
financial losses on accoun t  of fall in dem and  for eggs and broilers duo to the 
fear psychosis caused  by the  reports  of bird virus, a lthough the S ta te  is free 
from the d isease .

The crisis h a s  r e a c h e d  a po in t  w h e re  the poultry  farm ers  in the S ta te  can 
neither c o n t in u e  feed ing  the  b irds  in th e i r  farm s nor cull them  (in view of the 
non-movement of ch ick en  a n d  eggs) as  both would ru in  them. Hence, till the 
crisis en ds  a n d  m a r k e t  recover, the re  is an  u rgen t  need for infusing 
additional w o rk in g  c a p i ta l  for the  pou ltry  fa rm ers  to tackle the financial 
crisis.

It is r ep o r ted  t h a t  th e  c r is is  h a d  h it  the  sector  a t  a time when its export 

revenue touched  Rs 2 ,500  million.

This in d u s t ry  h a s  b e e n  funded  a ro u n d  Rs 2 0 . 0 0 0  million by tho bonks and  
financial i n s t i tu t io n s  d ire c t ly  a n d  indirectly  which is a t  s lake  ,n view of the

latest crisis.

The Threat of .4 u an  Influenza to Ethiopia

I’V/wwwJlInduonnaLenni/Uiahinclu/ihscrippnnl fir,nie-2OOd0227l‘!75O6OO.htffiffitIflli!

06/0 !7/&i rd th& __________ ________ __________________*_    1 TO
h V \  Pfur •Imif i 'JOOft



'Pin Ethiopian V elaut try Asti* i ih n

A nother  suggestion to safeguard  the In d u s t ry  is to nnpre.is upon (lie ra ilways 
a ir lines  and  defense to r e s ta r t  serv ing  d ishes conta in ing  eggs and broilers to 
instill confidence among the  consumers.

P o l i t i c a l  I m p a c t

The problem of the  poultry  indus try  becam e a big headache  to the 
governm en t anti it is forced to in tervene  in the  sector immediately. The 
governm ents ,  both Federa l  and  Regional / S t a t e  took the  following m easures  to 
tackle the issue.

The  Federa l  G o v ern m en t  explored the  scope for de-zouing the  poultry 
rea r ing  S ta te s  t h a t  r e m a in  free from av ian  flu an d  declared  them  as 
'd isease-free '  zone of which the  S ta te  of Tam il N ad u  is one.*

T he  F edera l  G o v e rn m en t  recom m ended  the  b a n k s  and  f inancial insti tu tions  
to reschedu le  the  loans ex tended  to th e  pou l t ry  in d u s t r ie s  in view of the  loss 
caused  by the  av ian  flu ou tb reak .  The  in d u s t ry  a sk ed  for a moratorium, 
ex tens ion  of  re p a y m e n t  of  advances  and  also a cut in the  in te res t  rate 
considering  the  huge f inancial loss the  sec tor  had  to -uffer  in th e  light of the 
b ird  d isease  reports ,  accordingly the  G o v e rn m en t  considered  th e  request.®

To help the  Poultry' fa rm ers  in T am il  N adu ,  the  S ta te  G overnm ent  decided to 
include a n  egg a week in the  free noon meal schem e for th e  school children. 
T h is  would reverse  the  sagg ing  fo r tunes  of the  pou ltry  fa rm e rs  besides 
e n su r in g  definite  and  con tinued  work for th o u sa n d s  of o th e rs  connected with 
the  in d u s t r y . 10

K era la ,  a neighboring  S ta te ,  one of the  la rg es t  u se rs  of the  poultry- product 
from T am il  N adu , s topped m ovem ent in the  w ake  of th e  bird flu scare But 
a f te r  a week it allowed the  t ra n sp o r t  of  chicken an d  eggs into the State  
b r ing ing  re lie f  to poultry- p roducers  a f te r  en su r in g  th a t  the  d isease  has not 
affected the  poultry  in d u s t ry  in the  S t a t e 11.

8 http:/A w v\v.hinduonneLcom businessline2006,02 /27 ,stories 2006022701531OOO.htm
9 http:,'/wwvv.hinduonnet.com.'businessline 2 0 0 6  0 2 2 7  stories 2006022701541000 him
10 http://vN-wkv.hinduonnet.com.2004 05 21 stories 2 0 0 4 0 52102580300 .htm
1 l http://\vw\v.hinduonneLcom thehindu thscrip prinLpl?file-2006022201961200 h im idat 
e=2006'0222/& prd=bl&
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Above all. the  N a t io n a l  Egg Coordination  Com m ittee  (NECC) decided to 
advert ise  regu la r ly  on television, th ro u g h  catchy tun es  combined with 
v isuals  to p rom ote  the  consum p tion  of eggs . >2

Both F edera l  an d  S ta te  g o v e rn m en ts  have  come up w ith  a p reparedness  
p rog ram m e to sa fe g u a rd  the  poultry’ industry’.

L e s s o n s  to  b e  l e a r n e d  b y  E t h i o p i a n  p o u l t r y  f a r m e r s  a n d  t h e  p e o p le

Baaed on the  above analys is  the au th o rs  advocate the following m easures  in 
Ethiopia in add it ion  to the  W HO guidelines13 and FAO directions.

G o v ernm en t  in te rv e n t io n s  in all respect a re  inevitable and  have to respond 
im m edia te ly  by tak in g  up a lead role.

The pou l t ry  p ro d u ce rs  shou ld  form an  association (if it is not existing) and 
come out w ith  un ifo rm  m easu res .

The pou ltry  p ro du ce rs  an d  people m u s t  be advocated to adhere  all preventive 
m easu res .

The  people m u s t  be advoca ted  to consum e the  well-boiled poultry  product, 
which  will kill a ll  the  germ s, if any.

The pou ltry  p ro du ce rs  and  the  governm ent  should give p ropaganda  widely 
abou t  the  m er i ts  of pou ltry  m ea t  and  egg consumption.

T he  b a n k s  a n d  f inancia l  in s t i tu t ion s  should also be ins truc ted  to show 
lenience in the  recovery of loans  and  reduction of interest.

T he  go ve rn m en t  m ach ine r ie s  and  the  N GOs m ust  be fully tuned  to carry  out 
a n  ex tens ion  activ ity  for the  poultry  producers  and the  poultry product

co n su m e rs

The cooperative  in s t i tu t ion s  could be utilized for m arke ting  of poultry 
p ro d u c t  a n d  p rop aga t io n  aga in  t the  ru m o rs  on Imd-flu, since it is people’s

m ovem ent

12 h t tp  / / w w w  h in d u o n n e t .c o m / f l in e / f l2 0 0 * >  stories 2 0 0 1 0 1 14 0 0 5 * 1 1 1 8 0 0  h im  
I t  Responding to  th e  avian in f lu e n z a  p a n d e m ic  th re a t-  R e c o m m e n d e d  stra teg ic  actions b>

WHO. 2005
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C o n c lu s io n :

The experience of India  is a lesson to be lea rned  by (he  poultry  producers of 
Ethiopia  particu lar ly  dur ing  the  period of  such  crisis. Even  though the 
industry  has  nAbated socially, economically and  pohiically, the government 
NGOs, Poult 1 7  associations and  com m ittees  have  joined h a n d s  together and 
fight aga in s t  the evil disease to protect the  pou ltry  producers .  Hence, a 
coordinated effort will th w a r t  the ills of all these  and  sa feguard  the  people and 
the poultry industry .

Be wise to avoid frightful evil; not to fea r  th e  d read fu l  is folly of the  weak 
T lm ikku  ral:d28
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