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Journalismfor the Cooperative Sector in Ethiopia

An btpLiiutov* Anif}'Lv Ur. G. vevra Kunufao Mv!

Background and Justification

The people of Ethiopia have got a
very long -ocial history of working
together to fulfill their socio-
economic needs. Agriculture, Trade
and Military Operations were earned
out rhrough cooperative efforts.
Many social events arc still taking

place in rural Ethiopia through
collective  effort. The Federal
Government of Ethiopia has
identified Cooperative form of
business organizations as an
instrument of socio-economic
change. Due to the conducive
situation created by the present

government, about 19.147 Primary
cooperatives and 136 wunions are
functioning as of May. 2007

One of the seven principles,
conducted by the International Co-
operative Alliance indicates that
Cooperative Education and Training
emphasizes the vital importance
played by education and training
“vithin cooperatives Education
means more than just distributing
information nr encouraging
pair mage it means engaging the
mind of members, elected leaders,
managers and employees to
comprehend lolly the complexities
ind richness of cooperative thought
md ictinn Iruninu means making
sure that all those who are associated
with cooperatives have the skilU
they rcijuire in order to carry out
their responsibilities effectively

Education and Iraining arc also

because they provide

npportumtics

important,
excellent where by
cooperative leaders tan understand
the nod*, of their membership
fht'y hoii(d he conducted in Such a
1 that thev continuously access
" 1lwkes of the cooperatives and
bw > ways to

provide new services

improve or to

cooperative that encourages

1 live ivsu way communication
between its members and leaders,

T* n npinmn

while operative in a effective manner,
can rarely fail. The principle ends by
recognizing that cooperatives have a

particular responsibility to inform
young people and opinion leaders,
politicians, public servants, media
representatives and educators, about

the nature and benefits of cooperation.

There is a growing need to revise and
rethink the scope of interdisciplinary
ventures to strengthen various areas of
study especially cooperative education.
Hence, an attempt is hereby made to
interwoven the cooperative education
and journalism.

The Mass Media

Mass media communication constitutes
a powerful force in our society. We
learn many things today through some
media of mass communication Vviz.

radio, television, magazines, news
papers, books and films All these
technologically produced channels

have become nearly all pervasive so
(hat the person-to-person contacts have
diminished in significance as means of
cfTccling social change nr maintaining
soual stability.

Mass media communication IS a
communication system in  which
identical message is originated by an
organization am' sent to large number
ol receivers through public channels at

a time

As well, it helps m imparling various
types of education and training to the
farmers in the field, to the small and
medium entrepreneurs m agriculture

and small scale industries and the
extension personnel on various
subjects Ihey can help commumlv-
decision making hy feeding a
discussion. The electronic media can
reach millions at home, overcoming

the barriers of illiteracy | hey do not
depend on physical facilities of roads
for reaching their target Radio has
speed which no other mass medium
has Radio can put across hot news in

the homes of people instantly.

Cooperative Journalism and the
scope
The  spirit, philosophy and
principles of cooperatives have
not fully diffused into the social
system. The cooperatives are the
best way to wipe out rural poverty
and unemployment so that
Ethiopia is moving in that
direction. It could be made faster
by promoting cooperative
journalism as one of the means.

Cooperative journalism
encompasses  the fields of
newspaper  journalism, radio

journalism. TV journalism and
film journalism. The spread of
innovations needed by our
farmers and members of
cooperatives can be accelerated
by effective cooperative
journalism.

Wc have at present a dearth of
programmes suited to the fanners
in the fold ofjournalism As the
media has become so powerful,
our attention needs to be focused
on exploiting the mass media to
promote efforts in the field of

cooperatives. Weekly farm
feature pages in the local
newspapers, providing more
coverage for features on
cooperatives through radio and

IV journalism, producing more
documentary films on the success
of cooperatives and water users’
associations etc, come under the
purview of cooperative

loumalism

Journalists on the cooperative
sector of | tluopia should know
about the

motivation in
Extension A part from providing
news, the tientmcnt should be to
convince the people and advance
the cooperative mid rural
development programmes 1he

news story in the punt media has

techniques of
Cooperative

only factual contents

f)erurtment of Cooperatives, Faculty of [>rv lurid Agriculture and
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li tells what is luppcmug and has lo
be recent The purpose ol new siur>
in in provide information about an
event. winch is mostly written in the
inverted pyramid patient

The rural people ot | lhiopia can be
effectively persuaded and convinced
about the needs and utility of
cooperatives il the journalists use
the features style of writing. Feature
stories are written to add depth and
colour to the news, to instruct or
entertain. The feature is ntore
narrative, which has a long term
implication. The feature story holds,
the readers from beginning up to the
end, and ulso goes further from
presentation of facts. It may explain
the background, growth of the event
etc. A feature need not be recent,
but has lo be seasonable. “Why”
and “how” aspects are more covered
in the features. By and large, a
feature story is a personal chat with
the reader.

News features. Process features,
Experience features. Personality
features. Interview features, Human
interest features, Information
features and Seasonal features are
among the different types of features
to be used in cooperative journalism.

Important considerations in

cooperative journalism:-

e Understand what the readers
want. Look at it from the
readers’ angle and also think of
what the newspaper /magazine/
radio/ television wants.

e Choose the subjects related to
cooperatives, such as:
agricultural marketing through
cooperatives, user associations,
integrated rural development,
women’s empowerment through
cooperatives, watershed
management through
community and group effort etc.

e Decide your objectives, what for
and why.

e Decide “when” you want to
reach and “how” do you want to
reach the people. Select the
media or combination of media.

e You may use more than one
media such as TV and magazine
to reach the people. The subject

Coopvrathes for Suslainablu- Developmrnt

you lurn- chosen should have
scasouablene&b

Collect relevant materials about
the cooperatives and success
stories. Newspaper dippings,
government repons, magazine
articles, research papers, book-* etc
will be useful to bring in more
clarity and credibility to the news
and features Talk to persons and
clarify your mind. Generalizations
and vague suggestions do not help
utty one

Decide the specific aspect of the
subject you want to emphasize.
Do not try lo cover too many
aspects.

Fix the persons you want to
interview.

Draw a blue print for the feature
which may serve you as a guide.
Decide the tentative or working
title for the feature. Title should
sell your ideas. Titles can be
provocative to arouse interest.

Lead paragraph in the print
medium need not be in summary
form, but il should arouse interest.
Centra] idea should be indicated in
the lead and present it in an
interesting forms.

Style and length depend on the
magazine. Don’t add too many
facts and figures. Arrange the
facts in a logical order. Use the
active voice rather than the passive
voice. Conclusion should give a
lasting impression.

Observe the principles of

journalistic  writing. Avoid
jargons. Have high regard for
truth and accuracy. Avoid

incorrect statements and the habit
of preaching and sermonizing on
the subject’

Photographs and illustrations can
tell many things which the written
word cannot tell. Subject matter
can be made interesting by adding
pictures. Pictures help lo cut out
the length.

Use simple, informal way of
writing the script.

Follow the ABC ofjournalism i.e.,
accuracy, brevity and clarity.

Conclusion
The journalist, whether he isa TV
journalist, newspaper journalist.

radio journalist or Ireolanci-i
should develop Lcrtutn nails
Reading habit is or musi lie
has to regularlv road llie
feature magazine* | he
writer has to be curious and
interested in the things around
him Observing the things
with  the attention they
deserve, keeping in mind that
accuracy, brevity and clarity
and essential, will be very
much a necessity

The journalist in the
cooperative  sector should
have faith in the philosophy
and principles ol cooperation
and skill in selecting the
suitable media as well skill in
treatment of the message
Language compatibility is u
must for the journalist He
should also realize that the
newspaper  journalism IS
useful only for the literates so
that Radio & TV journalism
has to be broadly employed in
parallel lo make more impact
in the growing cooperative
sector of Ethiopia.

Short points of. cooperatives
Come and jom your selves

Over come and challenge the
problems

Organize yourselves and cooperate
for saving and credit

Produce the product ot your wage
Every member ot the village is
satisfied by your products.
Remember to train the delegates
And your future will be brighi
Time lo time, practice what you
have teamed about cooperatives
In this moment process your
integration with your people

View all your knowledge and
share it with them what you have
learned

Every member in the organization
will improve his backward life lo

modern and social life

By Goag QMnu
Gartella Pescn Coop  oftoe
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Message ofthe International Co-operative Alliance
85th ICA International Day of Co-operatives
13th UN International Dav of Cooperatives
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. Co-operative Values and Principlesfor
Corporate Social Responsibility™

The theme for this year's International
Day of Co-operatives on 7 July is
""Co-operative Values and Principles
for Corporate Social Responsibility™

It celebrates the contribution
cooperators have and continue to
make as responsible corporate citizens
In co-operatives throughout the world.
Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) seeks to address the issue of
how businesses can Dbetter society

through responsible behaviour,
transparent reporting and
accountability, stakeholder
engagement, Innovation and

governance. While there is no
universally agreed definition of

CSR. it is generally understood to
encompass voluntary actions that go
beyond legal obltgatioas in the areas
of community development;
environmental protection, human and
labour rights

CSR is not a new discovery for co-
operatives. Since their inception they
have realised that their actions affect a
wide range of stakeholders, including
employees, the community and
environment in which they operate In
many  ways. the co-opcrativc
movement has been the pioneer in the
development and practice of CSR
Because of Ihcir member based
democratic  structure they have
always looked beyond merely

financial returns Values and
principles have been at the core of the
co-operative business model for over
|“O years Specific co-operative
values include-  self-help. df-
respon”ibilitv. democracy, equality,
equity, and olidanty In the tradition
of their rounders co-operative
member; believe in the ethical values
of honesty. openness. social
re ponsibilio, md taring for others
I>"ih  diii  in the building blocks

ui\ "cnuin*- Inng term
l=ir? imi ds Pi* nxreaped
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encouraged enterprises of all types to
embrace this essentially co-operative
concept, establishing policies and
reporting on their actions. However,
cooperatives are Increasing
highlighting how CSR is at the heart
of everyday co-operative business
activity. Examples of these include,
but arc not limited to, the following:

<Mondragon Co-operative
Corporation, Spain, is regarded as the
world's largest worker’s co-operative,
in which each member owns a share
of the organisation and the profits. It
has benefited social causes through
the creation of jobs, social security,
opportunities .and community
empowerment. Co-opcrativc values
and principles arc aligned with
dynamism and innovation fuelling the
corporation's growth and ability to
embrace change.

m The Co-opcrativc Group. United
Kingdom, is recognised as one of the
most trusted brands in the UK. The
Co-operative Group’s energies have
been focused in five directions:
climate change, social inclusion;
tackling crime, food integrity, and
modem co-operation. Owned and
governed by its members. The Co-
operative Group gave over 7.2 million
English pounds, or 2.SOa of pre-tax
profit in 2005 to the communities in
which it operated. A further £3.6m
was raised by community
organisations directly as u result of the
<rniip's support

e La | quidad Scgurnv Colombia. has
distmguished n -€ll. throughout its lo
year history, by providing affordable
insurance  protection lo vulnerable
low income populations and by
contributing to public well-being
through the promotion of a business
solidarity model and training
responsible co-opcrativc board
members |l has also runs programmes
to promote young co-operative
lenders, women’s issues, the arts
Jdilture and sport, and co-operative
business development in other sectors
Iriiccogmlion ol its accomplish
hments the Amends \ssoaation of

Co-operative and Mutual Insurance
Societies (AAC.-MIS) awarded the
first Corporate Social Responsibility
Award to La Equidad Seguros in
2006.

e Amul (Gujarat Co-operative Milk
Marketing Federation), India is the
largest food production organization
in India and have contributed their
growth and success to their co-
opcrativc culture, co-operative
networking, market acumen, respect
for both producer and the consumer
and their contribution to social
integration among members  of
different backgrounds. They aim to
provide remunerative returns to
farmers and members.

= Desjardins, Canada, is more than just
a financial institution, Indian rupees
to reconstructing schools.

Relief Fund donated 50 million W hen
the 2001 Gujarat earthquake struck,
the Amul due to its co-opcrativc
nature. It takes an active part in the
economic and social development of
the communities in which it operates.
In 2005 Desjardins gave 58 million
Canadian dollars as  collective
patronage allocations lo members, of
which 42.8° oof surplus canungs were
given back to community as patronage
allocations, sponsorships, donations,
student bursaries Desjardins Venture
Capital (DVC) invested 8159 million
iIn  new commitments in 143
businesses and co-opcratives in
Quebec.

Many others also have specific on
issues including child labour, ensuring
decent work conditions promoting
environmenially reSp0n5|b|e
behaviour of their policies in place to
further guide their activities taking
action enterprises and their individual
members and a myriad of others lor
their own employees as well as those
of their suppliers, and The It A enlls
on co-operators throughout the world
to take the occasion of this vear s
International Day "f ( ' operatives to
celebrate their success is the leading
form of socially responsible business
and provide more visibility to their
at (tons
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