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Chapter I
INTRODUCTION

In the middle of the fourth decnde after the start
of economie plscning, Indis remains as she has been for
centuries, a rich land with poor people. 1t is widely
agreed that the progress and achisevements made by the
country both in industry and agriculture are overshadowed
by the persistence and aggravetion of poverty among the
mseser in generel and rursl maecses in particular. Agricul-
tursl lsbourers constitute 8 sipnificant segment of India's
rurgl poor. As for ss agricultural lsbourers are econcerned,
Shere has been a ateady increare in terms of adbsolute
punbere, that is frozm 17.26 million in 1901 to 55.39 millioen
in 19&1'. Their proportion in the totsl workers works out
to 25+16 per cent in 1981 ae compared to 15.59 per cent
in 1501, Although numericelly strong, sgricultural labourers
are sociaslly and economicslly worse off. A eicnificant
portion of them belong to pcheduled and backward castes.
The categories of rurel population have remained poor and
backward essentinally because of lack of produetive employment
and low wazee. Our policy fer the economie development

'Govoxnmcnt of Indiay; Labour Buresu, Minletry of
Labour and Rehsbilitation, Indian Lebour Year
ook 1982, p. 281,
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Chapter I
THTRODUCSION

In the middle of the fourth decade after the start
of economle planning, India remains as she has been for
centuries, a rich land with poor people. It ie widely
agreed that the progrese end achisvemente mede by the
country both in induetry and agriculture are overshadowed
by the persistence and aggravation of poveriy among the
masase in generesl and rursl meeses in particular. Agricul-
tural labourers constitute a pignificant segment of India'e
rural poor. As for se agricultural labourers are concerned,
Shere hass been a steady increase in terms of abeolute
pusbers, that is from 17.26 million in 1901 to 55.39 million
in 19&1‘. Their proportion in the totsl workers works out
%0 25.16 per cent in 1981 ae compared to 15.59 per cent
in 1901. Although numerically strong, sgricultural labourers
are socially snd economically worse off. A eirnificant
portion of them belong to mcheduled and backward castes.
The categories of rursl population have remained poor and
backward essentielly because of lack of productive enmployment
and low wazes. Our policy for the econouie development

'Gavcrnmone of India, Labour Bureau, Hinistry of
Labouy and Rahabiliéacian. Indian iabour Year
“ook 1982, p. 281,



pursued in the past placed greaterxr emphagis on mobilising
financial resources, buillding infrastructure for the
egconony, etc. Huge ilovestments made in irrigation,
fertilisers, etc. and introduction of technologiesl
innovatlione have no doudbt contribduted to incressed agrie-
cultural grewth. But the asssumption that increose in
egricultural preduction and higher levels of Incoue wonld
lend to en increase in income all through the agricultural
aector has proved wrong. The nass of agricultuzsl labourers
bave been deprived of an equitable sharing of the benefite
of agricultural development. The disparitice in the
distribution of inecome have not oaly persisted cvaxr tine
Wut are reported to have widened.

Agriculturel labourers continue to be one of the
econonically weakest and socially hendicapped sections of
the rursl poor. Their employment ig seagsonal in nature and
the opportunities for supplecentary work are cuite meagre
resulting in low levels of income. Unemployment and under
enployment are its chronic sttributes., They lack in
organigation, political welght and social influence,

The need to foeus realisticsally on the fundesmental
conditione of the econonic and sccial exigtence of this
geetion of the society who live close to the marzin of



subsietenece and te bring sbout rapid and subetantial ohenges
in these conditions ¢an hardly be over enphasieed, It is
worth recalling that for Gendhijl the welfare of the least
wes coupleémentary tc the welfore of sll., The one caunot be

secured without tho other.

In order o bring about any improvenment in their
goniition, it is necemesary to have sn intimate underetanding
of the existing socio=eccnomie conditions of thie ecction of
compunity. The goucern about the rural poor is comparatively
a recent phenomenon and hence not nmuch ie known about them
80 far. In a8 large and diverse country ae that of ourg, the
condition of azricultural labourere csunot be uniferm throughe
out all rezione, Heuce for & proper understan:ing of the
probleme of sgricultural labourers in specific regione, it
is egsentisl to generate informsiicon at the appropriate level.
Thie stu:y is an attenpt 1o that direction and it proposes
to examine the present soclo-etonomic conditions of agricule
Sural labourers in Palghat district.

Objectives of the shiudy
The specifiec objectivees of the study aret-

4. To understand the levels of employment, under
eaployment and unemployment of sgricultural

labourers in Palghat distries.



2. To stuly the wage rates an:i mode of payment of
pageg in the locality.

3. To estimate the income of agricultural labour

households.
&. To apmegn the expenilture snd level of living.

9« To cetimate the savings and indebtedness of

labour housgeholda.

te To unierstan:d other details such ag health ond

hyziencsepirations end values, unionisation, aétc.

Limitetions of the study

i) Agricultural labourers are mostly illiterste and
they 4o not hreep oy reccrd of the extent of income, expendie
ture or duretion of employment. 650 thelr response on these
sgpecte ant relomted qguestione ig =msinly begcd or memory.
Sueh ata cannot be trented ac very securate. However,
naximun effort wers taker to croee choeck ani to mininise

the error.

11) Another important limitation wac that nogt of the
cro; e in the study area were adversely affected by drousht
during the rclerence period which in turn reflected in the
level of employment of agricultural lasbourers of the
selected households.



3114) “he mample householde are confined only to two
Blocks of the district.

Plen of the ptudy

This theeies consiets of @even chaptere including the

prasent one.,

Chapter I1 deals with the important conceple relevant
to the study, besides reviewing importsnt past ctuiliee on
the gubject.

In Chagpter IIY the wmethedology, unite of neasurencnt,

etc. used in the study esre discussed,.

Chapter IV deals with tho saliont features cof the etuly
area such nas land use patter:n, ¢rops grown, irrisntion,

injuatrica, «tc.

In Chaptsr V the pgeneral characterietice of the sample
households such as ceete, eeXx, age distributlion, educsationsl

and econonle rtatus, etc, are discussed.

Chepter VI desle with the sspects of employment,
underesploynent, wmage rates, otc.

In Chapter VI1, 1income¢, expenditure, ravinre,
indebtednees, shelter, health snd hyrien, ote. of gelected
labour househol ig nre discursed.
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Chapter I1I

CORCEFTE ARD REVIEW OF LITZRATURE

In this chapter an attempt iz made to c¢larify the
important concepts relevant to the study in the licht of
najor studies undertaken in the paat,

Desal ¢t al. (1951) in their study con the prodlems of
farm labour in Gujerath defined the Serm 'Asricultural
labourers' as 8ll those who depend aainly on farn wages for
their maintenance irrespective of their other esources of
incone.

Governsent of Indie 1n ths Firet Agricultural Labour
Eaguiry Heport Vol. II (1955) dsfined

(1) Agricultursl Labourer as & person who reports that
he/she was engezed in agriculturel operations as hired labourer
for wages foy 50 per cent or more of the total number of days
worked by him during the previous year and

(11) Agricultural Labour Fesily es a family in which
elthor the heed of the family oxr 50 per cent or more of the
earncxs report agricultural labour as their main occupation.



Desal ¢t gl. (1957) in their study on Eaployment and
Earnings of Agriculturel Laboureres in Weestern U.P. included
under the term Agricultural Labourers sll those porsons who
were eaployed in the fields for wages in cash or kind for
carrying on agricultural opcrations on temporary or permanent
baeie and suech personsg may or may not own any land to be
cultivated by them on their own sccord. It thue included
even thoge petty tenante and subtenante who pozsessed only
frectional area of land which hardly returned them onough
for maintenance and therefore were forced to work as
Agriculsural Labourers in fieldsof others t¢ supplement
theiy petty carnings from their own land,

Shansugasundaran (1973) while atudying the economic and
social implication of high yielding varleties programme in
Tamil Redu observed that 74 per ceat of sgricultural labour
householde belonged to hardjana.

¥hile studying the implicstions of the new strategy
in agriculture in H.G.Purs 3lock of Jammu district Sadhu
(1580) found t.at 94 per cent of the selected esgricultural
lsbour households belonged to scheduled caste category.

In the present study an Agricultural Lsbourer ig
defined as s person who reports that he/she was enzaged in
agricultural operations es hired labourar for wages in



kind or cash, for 50 per cent or more of the toial number

of Jdays worked by him/her during the precedding yesr. It
aleo includes those who possessed a plece of land which hardly
returned thez enough for saintenance and were therefore

forced to work as hired labourer in fields of ot'ers. An
Agricultural Lsbour Household, in the present stuiy is defined
a8 & household in which 50 per cent or more of the earners
report Azricultursl Labour as theair mein oceupation. Mein
occupation of a person is defined as the occupation in which
he/she wae engaged for 50 per cent or more of the total

nunber of days worked by him/hex during the pest twelve
aonths,

Employment

%hile studying wage paid esployment and other concepts
in Agriculture, Pantwsls (1956) pointed out that employment
of Agricultural Labour has thyee distinct components, wage -
paid sgricultural esmployament, sell eaployment « on a emall
owne? or lecased land - and noneagricultural eaployment.

Jose (1978) in his study on Agriculturel ladour Porce
in Kersle observed that the eamployment figures for Kersla
are the loweat among Indien states.



fadhu (1980) studied the implications of the new
strategy in sgriculture in Jammu snd Xashmir and found that
for s substantial psriod in s year the farm labourers
remained without work and thie was the most ipportant
reason for the appelling poversy of this section of rursl
socliety.

Acgording to Dutt (1981) pesucity of nonagricultural
oocupations in village areas was cne of the moet ilmportant
reagons for low wages and poor econcmie conditions of Farm
Iabourers.

in the present study employment of azgviculturasl
labourer 18 defined as wage paild azricultural employment
plus wage paid nonagriculturasl employment like construetion
worke, dizging wells, fencing, thasching of houses, ete.

Pandey (1957) in his study on the pattern of Agricule
tural Labour in Uttar Pradesh defined differeat levelse of
eaploysent as followsy-

A man is consldered fully employed if the toial heurs
worked by him are not less than the total hours he wae
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avallable for gainful work during the reference period.

If a member of the lsbour force was with job but not at work
because of peraonal reasons such ss sicknese and wag not
available for work, he would be considered fully eaployed.

| ! I’

If the number of hours worked by & member of the
labour foree was sero during the reference period, slthough
he was available for gainful work, he waes considered ase

unocployed.

If the numbey of total hours avallable for zainful
work during the reference period was greater than the nuaber
of Sotal hours worked by o meazber of the labour forpce, the
meaber wae considered under-caployed.

Goswanmi gt al. (1970) in e study on the demend for
agricultural labour in rursl arese of Asgsam, Jdefine: full
eaployaent as 300 days of 8 hour man-dayes. This figure was
arrived at on the sssumption that one worker will zet one
holiiay for each week (52 days) and 13 days for sickness
aud other works.
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Krishns (1973) in his study on "Unempl: yment in
Indig"” defined under-employment ass follows:-

lLogically t.ere are only four major c¢riteria sceording
%o which 8 pereon ¢sn be cslled under-employed. Ye nay
call a person under-employed if

(1) he ie zainfully ocoupied during the yesr for e
nusber of hours (dsys) lees then some normal or optimal hours
(days) defined as full employment hours (daye); or

(11) he earns an income per year less thansosne lesirable
ajinisum; oX

(111) he is willing to 4c more work than he ig Jdoing at
present. He may ¢ither be actively gearching for nore
work or be aveilable for more work 1f it ie offered on terme

to which he is accustouzedgy or

(iv) he is removable frcm hie present employment in
tie gense that his contridution to output is less than normal
productivity and therefore his removal would not reduce
output if the produetivity of the remaining workers is

normalised with minor chances in technigue and or oreanisation.

Franklin (1981) claseified different levels cf eaploye
aent thus:



if 8 poerson is employed for more than nine monthe
duringz the preceding yesr, he/she may be claesified as fully
eaployed. A person who remaios unemployed, i.c. without any
produstive work, during the preceding year may be classified
as unesployed. The rsmaining, all those having been
exnployed from ons to nine months may be claspified ae

soasoually uneaployed.

In the precent stuly if 3 psrsoc is eapluyed during
the preceding year for 300 days or aore, he is considered as
fully eaployed. A person is considered under-employed, if
he ir comployed during the preceding yesxy for a neériod lesse
than 300 daye. A porson who rezaling without any productive
work during the preceding yoar althoush he wag availshle
for gzalnful work, is considered uneamploved.

Lol -

Pandey (1957) defined labour forees sz the aunber of men

availanble for zainful work on the preceding day.

Yrenklin (1981) in his atudy on “Concepts of unemploy-
meat, aethods of measuring unemployment in 6n under developed
gountry” defiped labour force se followsi-

411 pexrsong both nale and female ia the aze group
besween 15 aud 59 may be regsrded ss elipgibdble for eaployment.
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Studente, disebled snd mentally retarded may be exrluded
froz the labour force.

In the present study all persons both male and ferale
belonzing to the age group 15 « 59 yeare exsluding students,
disabled and mentally retarded, sre included undex labour
force. The disabled, mentelly retarded students plus those
who do not £sll under the age group 15 -59 years constitute

the Ilependante,

Fandey (1976) in his study on the pattern of wmares,
income and consumer expenditurge of apricultural lebourere in
Indig oWserved that the sudeitapntial warae hikes of agricul-
tural labourers in Kerals nay not be atiributed zither te
the lavel of axricultural development or to the rlge of ite
agricultursl asector. KEffective unioniecation of asgriculturel
labourers and pro-labour attitudes 0f gucceseive “tate
Governments have inmproved the bargaining capacity of the
workere which enabled them to get maxizur advarntanet.

Dhaliwal gt gl (1981) ia e etudy on temporal an:
spatial veristions in woges of sgricultural labourers in
Punjab obzerved that there was & notable incresge in money
wages of agricultural lsbourers especislly after the
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introdugtion of new technologies in Punjab agriculture.
However most of the increase in money wagzes has bLeen
neutralised by the fast risiog prices of consumer zoods
leaving only 8 margical increase in resl wegee.

In the present study wages of agricultursl lasbourers

include wage earninge for agricultural employment both in
kind and coesh.

Malys (1961) defined income of & houpehold nr the total
income of the fanlly coneigting receipte froo cccupstions,
dairy euteyprises, rent recelved, Iinterest ou lcans and

recitiances recelved, 1f any.

The lasicosl Council of Applied hcousonice iescarch (1961)
defined the income of 8 household ae the eagrninze both in
cash aud kind thet accrued to and reaslized by the members of

the househbeld during the reference period.

Dantwala (197%) in & study on poverty and unemployment
in 12 villages cbeerved that estimation of incone, especially
0i the poor household iz & tricky probtlem particularly in
view of the Isct that meny of these houaseholds rerort to
aultiple occupations. The reported Jdurstion of employment

in cach oi them and the income derived therefron are subject
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%o a wide margin of errox. Pesides a substantial portion
of payament for many of these jJobs is mede in kind which
vary in quality from employer to eaployer and theiz con-
versiorn in monsy terms cannot eecape investigator blas.

Deb 28 gl. (1976) defined income of igrl. Labour as
the income carned by different members of the fanily from

various sources.

Lakshainarayen (1977) in his study on ehanging
eonditiong of agricultural labour in 3 villages in Funjad,
Haryena and Rastern U.F. concluded that the category called
pure agricultursl labourers is fast diaaypea:ing)aa income
from agriecultural labour is enly a frection of the total
income of labour households. In view of thie, dlecureions
based merely on wage rates of agriecultural ladbour house-
bolds are meaningless exercises.

In the present atudy the income of agricultural
labour household is defined ss the total income of house-
holds coaprising agricultural wage income, non-agricultural
wage income, self employment income, salaries, remittances,

grants, etc. if any.

Agricultural waze income includes income realised as
wage earnings for agricultural eaployment both in kind and
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¢ash snd non-sgricultural wege income is the income realiced
ag waze earnings for non-agricultural employment both in
kind asnd cash.

Self employment income waeg the net income realised
from ¢rops, live~stock, petty shops, etoc.

Levela of living

Accerding to Ganksransrayensen (1963) level of living
is not wholly a monetary or even an econonic concept. It is
80 comprehensive as to include the material and non-paterial
consuaption of individuale living in e family asnd also the
¢ollective wantes of groups snd communitien. The foctors
deternining levels of living are income of family, ite
earning strength, social status, individual tempersment,

reagons for living in a particular plage ani othaer considera-

tions.

Acoording to Sherme g% Ble (1966) who studied the
regional variationg in the levels of living of Industrial
workers, the term level of living is employed to indicate
actual condition of life and worke It means the plane cf
living or eontent of living whieh would take intc cone
siderstion the compomite goods end services actually consumed
which may or may not be identical with what the individual
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or fssily regurde as neceseary or Jdegirable. 'The term
Yasondapd of living' on the other hand relotee to the
aspirastions or expectations of the people i.e, the living
conditions which they seek to attain/regain or which thay
rezard as fitting and proper for themselvesa. The term
*norn of living' represents a combination of goods and
services recommended by experts who hase their jJundsgements
on caertain objective criteria.

In the present study level of living takes intec
account thw composiie goods snd services actually consuned
hy the lnmily which smay or ney not be identical with what
they regard ok necestery or desirable.

Dantswale (1961) in his study on 'Geccnd Azriculturasl
Labouyr Enquiry' observed that consumption e:xpenditure exe
ceeded income for sll categories of agricultural labour,
the deficit varying from ks. 128/« in the cose of casusal
workers to Bs. 259/~ in the case of attached workers.

thah e% al. (1963) in their study on levels of living
irn rural arcas observed that consumption expenditure re=
vealed 2 chift in fsvour of foed itema as coupared to none
food items which Gende Lo support the hypotheais that
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inoresse in food production is likely %o be followed Ly
a rise in food consumption under chronic eonditions of
under-putrition.

Chedda (1965) in his study on the pattern of rursl =
urban consumer expenditure in Andhres Predesh observed that
the demand for foodgreius incressed in the rural areas with
rising levels of living which suggested thet there was no
satiaty for foodgrains for rurel consumers.

Pandey (1976) in his study on pattern of wages, income
and congumer expenditure of sgricultural labour in Indiae
observed that the househcld income was jJust sufficient to
neet She consumption expenditure for the sample as a whole
provided that the smount of outetanding debts was kept more
or lezs the pame either by not repaying thes or by incurring
new dabts to repay the old ones,

In the present study consumption expenditure comprises
all expenditure incurred by the household sxslusively on
domestic acoount ineluding econsumption out of home grown
produce, ziftas, loans, wases received in kind, ete. The
expenditure on housshold enterprises ig excluded from con~
suaption expenditure. Consumption out of home zrown produce
and waces received in kind are vslued at farm hsarvest prices.
ixpenditure on purchase, construetion, and repasirs of houses
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are oxcluied frow conpumer expenditure sghedule gince they
pre conaidered expenses on c¢apiial secount, but the expensges
towards maintensnce of residentisl buildings are included.

Planning Coamission in ite Yourth Five Year ilan
Fepor§ defined poverty on the dagis of per-caplits consumer
expeniiture snd Aeclared Re. 20/« perecapite per month at
1560=61 prices ss the minimum desiradble consumption standard.

In the ¥ifth Flan this was revised %o Ra. 40/- per

aonth.

In the :=ixth Plan poverty line wes redefined on the
basis of nmutritional requirements of 2400 Csloriee per person
per day for rursl arsaz, In ooney teras it wap caleulated at
Hze 65/= per nonth, foz rural creae st 1977-78 prices.

In the present study, on the besie of the sbove expendie
tures nora, poverty 1ine le fixad at la, 110,94 perecaplis
conpunption expendiiture per sonth at 198283 pricec. If the
per-caplia conmumer expenditure wag below this, the person

wag coneidered ag poor.

Savings

Desai (1970) io hie 2tudy on the pattern of incomew
distridbution, saviungs and expenditure in rural asress defined
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savioge in a.gregate terus as current ocutput minie current
expenditure. The definition of current could be any peried

not exceeliing one year,

In the present study current eaving is defined as the
difference bLetween current dicposadle ingome and current

consunption expenditure.
Andebtedneas

Sheh (1960) in au analysis of the trends in the economie
copcitions of sgricultural Lebouresbase: on ke Firgt end
{econd Agricultursl Labour ingulry neports, found that there
was 2 wsjor incresse Lo Lorrowinge fros other sources neinly
relatives a&rd woney leudaws thsn thoee fyon camoloyers during
the period 195051 to 1956=57.

vantwala (1961) in & study based oz fecond Agricultural
Lavguy BEnguiry observed tbat although the quastus of indebted-
nepe of agricultural labour households ineressed during the
period between 1050-51 and 195657, the percentage of debdts
incuryved for meeting congumphtion expenses declined and the
percentaze of borrvowings for produetlon acd socisl expendi-
ture incressed which wae a eluar lodicaticn of {the improvee
uent iu the scouomie coudition of agvicuiturel labeour
householdia.



Accordine %o Desal (1969) nmerely helpingz the workers
%o secure loans st lower rate of interest will not reslly
help them. The only way out will be to help them exercise
control over their expenses. Some one (Socisl Yorkere)
will have %o re~educate them and reformulste thelr budget,

Varas (1960) in his study on indebtedness anong
agyiculturel lebour households bamed on the raport of the
fural Lebour Fagulry 1578«75 obscrved that in noet of the
states tho majority of the houscholds were in debdt. More
than threee-fourth of agriculturasl labour hougeholde were in
debt in the Union Territory of Poniicherry, {tates ol
Kerala, Rajsathan, liarysna and Temil Hadu.

In the vrosens atudy)lndeb%eénaﬁs g azriculoural
labour household i1s dafined as thae %total amount of horrow-
ing of household in cash and kind as on the date of collec-
tion of dave.



MATERIALS AND METHODS
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Chaptey I1IIX

MATFRIALY ANT METHODS

Palghav distriet comprises of 12 Community Developnment
Blocka vis. Alsthur, Attappady, Chigtur, Kollengoie, Koshale
mannas, Hennarghat, Hemmara, Ottapalam, Palghat, Pattanbi,
Jpeekrishnapursm and Trithals. Alsthur and Chittur Blocks
ware sslected for the present study purposively. iccording
to census dats 1981, Alathmur taluk had the highest percentage
of esgricultural workers (#9.96) in the district followed by
Chittur teluk (#9.,18). Alsthur and Chittur Blocks eomprise
10 and 6 Fanchayaths respectively.

A three stage random sanpling was adopted for the
atudy. At the first stage two FPanchayaths were selected
randoaly from each Llock. In the second stage one village
was selected randomly from each seleated Psnchayath. In the
third stage twenty five esgricultursl labour households were
selected randozly from esch of the four selected villages.

The Panchayaths and villages selected for the study
were the followings~



Hame of Block Hazne of Panchayath Naze of village

Alsthur 1. Alathur Alathur
2+ Xannsmbre Esnnasbre II
Chittur 4. Eoshinjampars Yaliapallsapathy
2. Rallepilly Kelleppilly

The total of 100 households selected were classified
according to the gross income of the family. The different
income groups snd their designation uced in the study are
given in the following table.

Table 3.1. Clesses of sanple households
aecording to income and their

designation

3:: Incone Bquignaﬁion
=l =2 3

1 Less than Re.4000/- I4

2 E8.1000/= t0 Ege2000/= Iz

3 12 +2000/ to Fs.3000/- 13

8 RE 3000/~ to Re . A000/- I,

b P8 JA000/ /= %0 H8 45000/~ 15

& Above F8,5000/« Ig
Collection of deis

The deie were ¢ollectad through personal interviews
using o well structured schedule dJdesigned for the purpose



during the months of February, March, April and May 1983.
A copy of the schedule 13 given in the Appendix.

Eaxied of study

The information was gathered for the period from 1st
Mareh 1382 Vo 28th February 1983.

(a) Human labour

In the present study eight hours of work by an adult rale
was considered as one man-day of lshour. For the purpose of
standardisation of the work units of different categories cof
labour 1.5 female days were considered equivalent $o one
man-Jay unit.
(b) Adult consumption units

Por the purpose of csleulating the consumption while
studying the nature of femily consumption, the fanily menbers

of the different categoricswere eguated on the basis of the
following eguivalance which was standardised by ZXhare (197%).

Male or Female 0«6 - 045
¥ale or Female 6 - 1 0.75
Female 44 snd above 0.90

Male 44 and adove 1.00



25

Apalysis

The date penernted were annlysed rainly by the
tabular method, Tabular anslyeis was condueted with the
ohjective of ohtmining averaree and paercent:r-ee to sid
in data interpretntion. The pattern of income dietribution
gnong the lsbour households was studled by making use of
the moet importont meseure of income inequalities viz.
the lorens Curve. The other statistical methode emrlovel
in data analyegle include computation of correlntion nnd
re ‘respion coefficiente tc etudy the relstionshir nnd
derendence between variableg., The maethod of lengt squnres
wag onployed where it wos required to exanine time trends
in the dats.



AREA OF STUDY
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Chapter IV

ABXA OF BTUDY

Palghat dietrict is situated in the central part of
Kerales etote. Unlike many other districte in Kersle it
does not have any coset line. It i2 bounded on the enst by
the Coinbstore ilstrict of Tamil Rsdu, on the north and
north wesd by ¥alappuram (dlstrict and on the south by
irichur district. The district is divided into)taluks and
12 Cele Blocks.

Soils

There ere three main types of soil in the district,
vigs. (a) laterite eoile, (b) virgin forest eoil and (e) blaeck
soil. Lsterite soils cre found in Uttapalam, Aletiur, Palghat
and Chittur teluke, Virgin forest secil is found mainly in
Mannarghat taluk ani in the northern rezion of Ottapalem
taluk. Hlack eoll is confined to the easvern rezion of
Chittur taluk.

Climate and Hain fall

The distriet is having tropicel climate, except in
Attapady hill ren-es where it is tempcrate. liarch to May
are the hottest months., Rainfell ls moderately goed.
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Normel monthly rein fsll based on 1901 to 4950 data eand the
average monthly rain fall Juring 1982 are given in Table A,.4.

Table 4,1. Normal Rain fall and Rain fall during

1982 in Palghat disztrict

Honth ngg?:%l aﬁi’%‘%ﬁa
July 689.9 37546
Auguast 363.0 78.8
September 169.5 7.0
Octobey 257.2 186,.5
Noveaber 440,9 158,2
Decenber 297 01
January 9.8 -
February 9.3 -
Hareh 27.0 0.2
April 796 85,0
Hay 158.4 15541
Juns 5’0} oft 34
Total 25977 13019
(Cources Farm Information Bureau, Goverasment

of Eerals, Farm Guide 1

liearly 70% of the total rein fall is received during the
four monthe of June %o Septembder enabling the farmers to

grow paddy without irrigation.

Rain fall received during

the year 1962 was very low (54,3%) coapsred to normsl

Jyoazrs.
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Land utilisation pattern of the district ies furnished
in Table 4.2.

Tadble 4.,2. Land utilisation pattern in Palghas

diatrict
8le Ares in Percents
No. Particulars he te tota
—) 2 — 2 — 4y —
1 Forests 136257 31.04
2 ILaad puk to non- -
agricultural use 31656 7.22
3 %:::un an: uncultivable 13888 3,46
4 rermsoent pastures snd
other z=resing lende Lot 0.08
% Wiseellaveous tree crops a1aa 1.88
& Cultivable weete 26071 5«08
9  Fallow other than
cuzrent fallow 318 0.70
8 Current fallow 6491 1.48
3 Het area sown 212884 48,50
10 Arca gown more thap
onees 1213M 27.65
11  Cxoas cropped ares (9410) 334255 7614
12 Total gecgraphical ares
triﬁa" sassssesad ) ‘339& “m“m

(Sources Merm Informstion Bureau, Government of
Keralas, Fsra Guide 1984

Demographic features

f The demoxzraphic features of the dietrict ne revealed
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3y the 1971 and 1981 censue are civen in Table #.3.

Table #.3. Growth of populstion a&nd sgricultural
labour force Juring the period 1971

to 1981
Percentage
Particulare 1974 1958 r s iy
e 2 2 o
ZXopulagion
Halea 8,419,571 351,858 29.02
Females 8,635,771 10,50,058 21,28
Total ‘%6.65.542 20.“"’912 25 055
tex ratio 1,052 4,058 057
Total workex
M¥ale 4,02,08% 4,339,687 9.35
Fenale 2.02.%2 2;2‘,651 10.80
Total S.Gﬁ,m 6’&‘3'18 9.8‘
usls T 1,84,308 1,39,892 «1,00
Female 1051,57%  1,98,656 8478
Total 2,92,883 2,98,54a8 1.93
Ferecentinre of agel.
labourers to total 48,42 Ah 94 «7.19
workoze

The total number of agricultural labourers and the
manber of female agricultursl labourers increassd during the
pericd »f 1971 %0 19561 Lo RPalghat Aistriot but the munber of
male azricultural lusbourers regilstered n decliine during the
pariod. The prrosntaze of sgricultursl] labourers %o total
workore declined from A8.42 in 1971 to 28.9% in 1991.



Agrigulture
Agriculture is the 2min oceupatio
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n of people in the

district absording 59.4 per cent of the working population.

Crops rsised probsbly best refleet the

intrinsic properties

of land, the weather, the land development status and the

soclial and political forces operating

Ares under major crops (1981-82)
given in Table A.M.

in an ares.

in the digtriet i»

Table 4.4, Area under important cropas

8l.

rercentage to tSotal

Xo. Hame of ¢rops Ares cropped ares
i = = e
1 Peddy 180877 54.11
e Cocoout m 6.96
3 Vegetables 7378 2.21
ORISR G, s 3
5 Taepioce 12716 3.80
6 Pulses 10707 3.20
7 Cotton 6777 2,03
8 Groundnut 99418 .88
9 Caxlamom 3807 1,02

40 Sugarcans 2568 0?7

141  Aresanus 2395 Oe?1

12 Other erope &0494 18.40

Total eropped area 334235 100,00

{(Sources Fermn Informetion Bureau
Kersla, Fare Guide 1988

S Governsent of
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I% ¢un be seen from Table A.A the major ¢crop raised
in the district iz peddy which occupied 54,11 per cent of
the tctal oropped aren., The aropping intensity works out
to 157.01 per cent. Detalls of production ard produetivity
of important crops in the distriet s compared Lo the Stsate
are glven in Table #.5. From vhe table 1t csn bo seen that
Z22.82 per cent of the Sotal peddy erea irn the state 15 in
Palghat district which produces 28,77 per cent of ths total
production of paddy in the state. Of the total sres uoder
surarcange ino the gtate, 30.,6% par cent iu in Palghat Jistrict
producing 35.72 per cent of the total gur produced in the
ptate, Almost the entire groundout and cotton crops are
grown in Palghat dietriot. The productivity of paddy and

pusarcens is core than that of the suste.

The main subsidiery oceupstiocusare dairyiag, guan
rgaring, psulsry, eosc.

The distriet im endowed with TGharathapushe She lonceet
viver in Xersla aud ite Stributaries, Shavanl and Sirveni
rivers, Lbarasthapushs bencfite the mid land rexion &nd
the other two rivers henefit the high land region of ittappedi.
There are seven irripgstion projeats in the diesrict vis.



Table 3.,5. Froduction and gmﬂcnviw cf inportent crope in Palpghat district
ag eompored to Lthat of Ferala Staote for the year 108%=32

“Froduetion per ba

g‘l,: ¥ane of crop Ares (hs; . irca‘:ucfi*:‘a‘ étcnws) — { tanne
- Faliiat _ Rerals | Felpna¥ | Rerels ~ " Teif EE)
‘el 180677 BO6871 385389 1339393 2130 1666
Paddy (22.82) (10C.00) (28.77)  (4090.00) (122.85)  (100.00)
22916 666618  77* 3006 3 e 4509 nuts
2 Coconut (3e83)  (100.003 (2.56)  (100.00) (573?5‘!) (100.00)
> Vegetables Bk o " " "
& Plantation crope(Tee a0 35728 G665 248577 862 616
Coffee, rubber,cocaa (4.06) (100,00}  (3.08) (100.00) (75.00) (100,00}
127448 250069 386 3745182 15650 15097
5 Taplocs (51%) ¢ 300.00) ‘('2:11) (190400) (99.69) (1400.00)
s 107207 33910 6606 22286 616 657
6 FPulsee (3e57)  (300.00) (29.68) (100.00) (95.76)  (100.00)
o 1& 93 7< 883
? Groundmut %39,93) (ij (99.80) (3500.00) (%‘?@.%) (100.00)
| €777 6777 0P2uee  4O72Nve 1.58% 1,589
8 Cotton (100.00)  (100.007 (100.00)  (130.00) {103.00) (10G.00)
- BHOY 53516 171 23090 50 {(kg) 51 (kg
$ Cardamon (5+25) (190.00) (2.24) (102.00) (93.&5) (we.w§
P <368 8384 S 4789 Eur) 6920 (gur) 5935 (sur)
10 Cugarcane (30.68) (180.00) (55.72 )(1{),3. b (116.60 (100.00)
2 61251 Zaie 1072 44 1
" rracanus w5 e 7 K2, T
(2.5%) (100.00) (32.092)  (120.00) (B2.21) (100.00)
* ¢ “iilion nuse > ¢ Hales of 170 ke A 3 Uata set availabls )

(¥igures in porsatheses nre percentome to total of the “tnte) a9
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1« Hslsapusha project

2. Walayar project

3. Mangalaam project

4, Gayathri project

5. Pothundy projeect

6. Chitturpusha project and
7. Xanjirspusha projecat.

lndustries

Iz sny ares, employment and iucome opportanitlies
availsble out gide $he ephare of szriculiuve nre Alrantly
selated with She level of {nduatrial devalopmy: & end i1fvs.

atructure.

The district is very backward in industrial Jdevelopment.
There are eleven large and medium ecale industriee in the
district.

There ere altogether 260 small scanle industrinl units
in the dietrict having a total investment of lis. 227,41 lokhs,
eaploying 3342 persons., These units are manu’acturing
furaiture, engineering goods, esafety matchee, etc.

Handlooz weaving is $he noat deportant gottare industyy
in the dietrict. This ig “ing carried on under both cow
operntiva and private esctors, There are altogethar 29

Heavers Cowoperative Socioties in the districs.
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Jextiexy sectox

According to the 1971 census 16735 persons are employed

in transport, storage acd cowmunication,

The total nunber of motor vehicles on road as on 1930
ie 11653, the details of which cre given bslow.

1.  Ause Digkshaws 165
2. Uars 2803
3, Taxi cers 887
&, Stage carrisges AN
S5 Motor cyclee 501¢
6. Goods vehicles 1065
7. ‘lractor Trailerse 277
8. Obther vehicles 1€70

Totai 11653

b

(Bources Directorate of Fconomios and Statistiecs,
Govercment of Xerala)
The total length of Po%eDs 208d 88 ON w1931
i@ 1295 ke asod the length of railway liae in the listriet
ag on 1570=75 16 13521 ku. There are 432 poet offices
and 760 fair price shope in the district.

The total number of commercial danking oifices
functioning in the dissrict s2 08 I1==124-1280 is 188,
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The per capita income 2t 1979«80 prices was
Ree 1130.2.

in short the dietrict is having a total populatien
0f 204 lakha. Agriculture 12 the main occupation sbsording
538 por cent of the working population, Faddy ie the major
crop raiged covering 548 per cent of the total ceropped ares.
“hoe procduetivity of paddy is greater than that for the state.
The eropping iatensity worke out to 157.01 per cent. The
diztrict is very backwsid 1a iudustrial development.



GENERAL CHARECTERISTICS OF
THE SAMPLE AGRICULTURAL
LABOUR HOUSEHOLDS
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Chapter V

GENERAL CHARACTHRISTICE OF THE SAMPLY
AGRICULTURAL LASCUR HOUBEHOLDS

Knowledge on the soclo-economic conditions like the
population, its strueture, educational atatus, occupation,
inccme, etc. ig of great value in the context of developnent.
In the following pages an atteampt is made t0 examine the
general socio-economic conditions of the sample agricultural
labour households.

As atated earlier, saaple households were classified
into #ix cntegories on the basia of grose income of house-
holds. The dimtridbution of semple housebolds asccording to
income iz given in Table 5.1.

Table 5.1. Distridbution of sample agriculturgl labour
households aceording to income

. ¢  Yerdentage

g;_: I?g“’}?f“ . mhw?i .’;ogg. to total
4 less than Re, 1000/- 9 9
2 Fs. 1000/~ $o Re. 2000/~ 29 29
3 Rs. 2000/~ to Re. 3000/~ 35 35
& Rs, 3000/~ %o Rs. A000/= 20 20
5 Re. 8000/= %0 Ra, 5000/= 6 6
6 Above Ra. 5000/= 14 1

Total 100 400
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Rine per cent of the total sample households was in the
lowest income group i.e. less than Re. 1000/= and cne per
cent belonged to the highest income groups 1.c. above

Ra. 5000/«. The income of 73 per cent of the households
ranged tﬁau less than Re. 1000/« to Re. 3000/=. From the
Table it can be inferred that sll the households belonged
t0 very low ineoms groupe.

Lonts

The caste etructurs of selected agriculiural lebour
households is given in Tadble 5.2. GCeventy three per cert of
the sample houssholds belonged $o Fmhava, which ia considered
ag & backward coumunitys 23 per cent belonged to Seheduled
Cestes and 4 per cent belonzed to Muslime. This is a
peculiar phenomenon of this area as in other gtetes it hes
been found that majority of agricultural labourers belonged
0 echeduled ceosten. In Tamil Nadu for example, Dr,

V. Ehanmugasundaran's study found that about 74 per eent of
agricultural labour housebolds belonged to Harijans.
8imilarly Sadhu studied 50 sgricultural labour households
in 5. Pars Block of Jammu district and found theat 94 per
cent of the salscted farm labour households belonged to
achedulad caste category.



Table 5.2. Caste structure of selected agricultural

labour households
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Hindu
Income Chris- Grand
group Higher .. o 8.0 Totel yian Yuslim SO
castes e
ey B 3 ol = B i o= Jos
- 9 - - -
Iﬂ - {100) - (130) - - (100)
Iz - 16 12 28 - 4 29
- (55;17) (41 058) (95055) - (50“5) (190)
I, - 27 6 33 - 2 35
- (7718) (171%) (94.29) - (5.71) (100)
1 - 17 e 4 - 4 20
4 - (85) {10) (92) - (5) {100)
15 - 5 3 ) - - &
(50) (30) (100) - - (100)
Ig - 1 - 4 - - 4
Total - 73 23 96 - & 100
- (73) (23) (96) - (a) (100)

(Figuree in parentheses are percentage tc total of
respective rows)

It ie aleo worth noting that only thoese belonging Lo the

izhava cormunity were found in the lowest income olses.

Sex and age dietribdbution of members of the sample labour

households elaszeified according %o income azroups are given in
Table 5.3. The total number of members in the respondent

houreholds was S500 of which 50,2 per cent was males and
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49,8 per cent females. The sex retio works out to 992
which is quite contrary to patiern for the distriet as well
as for the ttate.

The highest percentaze of mnles (12.6) was in the
age csroup 6 to 15 yesre., The highest percentare of fensles
(11.4) was in the are gzroup 16 to 25 years. The percentage

of males and femslesuwaz lowest in the aze group 46 %o 59.

Anong the income groups the highest percertane of
males was in the highest income group 15 {(55.81) and the
lowest in the lowest Lncome groud I1k€&1‘9#).

The oppoeite was the case for females, The highest
percentace of femmles (58,08) was in the income gzroup I, end
the lowest (84,13) was in the income group 15. The iats
reveal that the income of nouseholde shwws a teoudeucy to
increase with the decline in percentsge of femalep but for

minos deviatione in scae groups

If one cousiders those up to 15 years of apge as
childyen and those in other age groups sm adults, the sample
ae & whole had 66.4 per cent edult membere snd 3%3.6 per cent
children ag detalled in Table 5.8. Fercentage of children
was highest (38.71) in the income group 14 aud lowest (26.85)
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in IA. The percentage of female children was lower than
that for male children in all the ircome groups except in
the income groupsl,(where it wae the esme for both)cnd Io

Among the income groups, percentage of adult members
wes highest (72,09) ia group 15 followed by 14. Iﬁ’ x,. I2
and I,. The highest percentaze of children wae in the
ineome group I, (38.71) followed by 12"13' Igs 15 and I,.

The average femily size for the sample az & whole
wag 5. Among the income groups fanily 2ize was avove
aversge in I, (9), 15 (717), 13 (5.83) end 1, (5.4) while
it was lower than the average in i :ou® groups 11 (3.48)
and I, (4.10). The date show thet as the size of family
increases income of householde mlso increnses. This leads
%o the conclusion that they have ro incentive to 1limit the
fanily size because as the sipe of family increases working
labous force per femily also increasee which results in an
increased earning power., <Children also contribute to the
earning power of the fsally directly or indirectly.

L
labour Forge
fut of the tctal population of 800, 55.2 per cent
constitubted the potentisl lsbour force bdelonging to the
sctive working eze groupe of 16 to 59 yeare which compriged

2646 per cent of ualee and 28,6 per cent of femsles. Among
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the income groups the higheat percentaze of potential labour
force wae in the income group Is (60.47). Potential ladbour
force of male membors varied from 19.35 per cent in income
group 11 o 33.33 per cent in I and that for females
ranged from 22.22 per cent in group I6 to 32,26 per cent in
group I,.

On an average for the sample as & whole, the working
labour force which constituted the sctusl earncrs wee 49,4
per cent of the total populetion comprising 21.6 per cent
males end 27.8 per cent females. The percentace of males in
the working labour force ranged from 9,68 in the income group
11 to 33.33 in group 16. The percentage of femsles in the
working labour force varied from 20,93 in group I5 to
31448 in I1,.

For the semple as ® whole potentiasl labour force was
55.2 per cent but the working labour force was 49.4 per cent
which showed that about 10.% per cent of the total lahour
force 444 not find employment either for lack of employment
or for thelr own lethargy snd indifference. ILsbour force
participation ratic (working labour foree expressed as
percentase of ;Ol. 1RDOWr 10rCé) for the sample as 2 whole
was 89.,49. The same ranzed fros %0 1o group 11 to 100 in
group I6 for nales and 90 in 11 and in 15 to 100 in I“ and
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Is for fenales, It was also seen that, both labour force
ratio (potentiasl labour force expressed as percentage of
total populstion) and lsbour force participation ratic were

hizher in the case of females in most of the income grouns
ducat

Table 5.5 provides information about the educntiional
status of ponulastion of selected agricultural labour house-
holde. Out of the populstion of 500 members in the sample
fanilien 52 members hbelonged to the ave group of 0 to 5 years.
This group was not coneidered in the analysis of educntionesl
gtatus of labour houceholds as the children have not attained
the school going age. Of the balance 448 members, 47.399 per
cont wag illiterate and 52.01 per cent literate. The percente
age of literacy for the sample ae a whole war below that for
the district (55.88) and for the State (70.42) dut wes higher
than thet for the country as & whole (36.,0%) sccording %o
1981 c¢census. Out of the total population of 223 males in
the esaple houwe holde 35.4% per cent wae illiterate and
64457 per cent wae literate. Tut of the %otal populetion of
225 feunles only 39,56 per cent wae literate. Thus while s
gubstential proportion of nen wae literate, a substontisl

proportion of women wae illiterate.



46

A further analysis showed that women larged behind
men at all levels of education. Thile the percentasze of
nales who received primary and middle school education was
28,21 and 20.18 respectively, the corresponding fipuree for
fenales were only 19,12 and 13.,78. The percentage cf nales
who received high school and hizher education was 19,28 and
0+9 respectively. The corresionding figuree for females
were only 6.22 and Q.h44,

Un the besies of discuesiong with the respondents, the
regsons for the low level of e¢ducauion of female workers
coupared to male workers were stated to be mainly the

followingt~

1) Given the meagre resources, it ie gensrally the esous

who are civen preferential treatment for zettinz education.

2) A section of the prural society especially that
eomprising the older nmembors still considers imparting
education to girle is not very ecsentiasl.

3) The zirls are being asked to perform household
duties and to look aftey the younger children while the
older nembers of the family go cut for work.

With regerd to tie different age groupe, it could be
obeerved from the dnta that the pexcentsaze of literacy
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kapt on increasing with the younger age groups, the highest
percentaze of literacy (92.24) being among the age group of
6 - 15 ;ears. The lowest level of literacy (3.57 per cent)
wag found in the hizheet age group of 60 yeare and above.
¥hile this i 8 elesr indlcation that eduention has taken
rootas in this section of population, one disturding foct
noticed war that even in the aze group of 6 = 15 years,
1%3.21 per cei:t of irle and 3,17 per ceut of boye did not
receive any education although education wae provided free
of cost. The reason attriduted to for thie by the respon-
dents wae that their meagre resources were hardly eufficient
$o provide bocks and dresses to the echool going children.

In short the literacy level for the pample as & whole
wag below that of the district ee well as the etate. It
was found that the younger age group of 6 to 15 years had
the highest percentaze of literscy. However, femelea

la:zged behind nales at ell levele of eduention.

Qunership of lsnd

Detalle of land owned by the saaple lahour households
are riven in Table 5.6.

Out of the totsl of 100 sample households 99 house-
holds pocseceed a pilece of land each and only one household



Table 5.6. Detalls of Labour Housebolds having a plece of land

No. 0f Ho. of From whoa land was received

Total e Average area

m. Inconme No. of HeHeo Hella 48l H.He. ¢ land
?t’ Bf:f?‘ §Zf:° g;;;“g g::g;ga g:gg?“‘ Pnfiffae Aﬁ§f:Fral '1t%q%a”d %.s.??:_??ﬁe-)
1 9 9 - - 2 4 g 8.39

1 (22.22) (77.76) (100)
2 - 29 11.6

Iz 2 29 (31293) (39234) (53262) {100) 3
3 1 35 3% 14 8 5 21 38 SM3

3 (25.53)  (18.71)  (61.78) (100)

5 20 20 - 6 3 11 20 8.45

I (30) (15) (55) (100)
5 6 6 - 1 - 5 6 11.50

15 (16.67) (83.33) (100)
6 16 1 1 - 1 - - 1 3.00

(100) (100)

HeH s Housebholds
(Fimurae in parentheses denote percontsge o Hotal [H.i. having land)

-8



43

"dié not possess asny lend. ksjority of the households
(61.62 per cent) received land as ancestral property and
1313 per cent of the households purchased it. Only the
remaining 25.25% per cent of the households received land
as & result of lsnd reform measures.

The average area of land held per household for the
sanple as & whole was 9.88 cents,

Table 5.7 ahows the disgribution of family members by
their economic etatus.

The data in the above Table show proportion of earnere
in different income groupe ranged from 38,71 in I, to 57.41
in I, On an aversge the percentage of earners and dependants
in the total populstion worked out to 49.4 and 50,6 respect~
ively for the sample as 8 whole. KFarners per house~hold
veried from 1.3 ¥ the income group Iy to 5 in income group
Is, the averege sunber of carners per household for the sanmple
as a whole being 2.,47. Dependancy ratio was hichest in the
lowest income group (1.58) ani the same was lowest in the

income group I, (0,74). Percentage of earners was

highest in ineome group I, (57.M1) and lowest in ingome
group Iy (38.71).



7able 5.7.

Distribution of fanily members of selected agricultursl
labour houeeholdis by Eeonomic Status

5l. Incoms pos Of Pumber of T Susber of  Total per | Depend~ oTCC ers
ioj stt;m h?t: ﬁ::f h‘fﬂ" a;%; }: &e;mjﬁﬁts mm_l::im W ”f i? ;:;f‘:;:l

1T 1, 9 3 9 12 19 34 4.33 1.58 38.7

- S 29 2 34 55 6 M3 1.8 1.25 8,54

3 1, 3% M 54 95 95 190 2.7 100 50

s 1, 20 28 3 62 26 08 3.1 07 5744

5 I 6 1 9 20 23 83 3,33 1.5 86.51

& I 1 3 2 9 8 9  5.00 0.80 55.56

Totsl 100 108 133 247 253 500 2.87  1.02  A9.4

0§
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Chapter VI

BRPLOYLY T A TAGES

In the follocwing pazes an attenpt 1s node to exmmine
the levcl of eoployment, under caployrant, unenployuent, etc.
of the selecte: azricultural labcur housebolds and the wace

ratee and mo e of payment of wepee iu the stud; nrea.

tut of 247 earnere in the sanple householde, 207
(83.8% por cent) reported azriculturnl labour ng their nsin
occurnt jon amxl B (3.28 per cent) reported thomselvee %o be
exclusively nobwa riculén al labourerse The nlonce 32
(12.95 per cert) who were cunged in celf evployment, other
occupatlona, ¢tc. were excluied whlle studyins the detalls
of enployment slthourh income enrned by thes war incluiled

in the total farily incone.

The distribution of diiferent claseseg of ware enrnere
(acriculsu al eni nonws ricultural) ie as detailed in
Table €41,

cut of the totnl 215 wnre earners, that is , the total
punber of earnere exclultins thoge enrared in cely ewployrent,
other occupntions, ctc., 96.28 per coent wae enployed 1n norie
culture while 3.72 per cent sae exlusively nonwa ric:liturnl

workerg. Out of the 207 a rlcultural labourere 31 woriers,
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that 18, 19.81 per cent (11 females and 30 males)received
nopn~agricultural wage employment also while the others

(80.19 per cent) were exclusively azricultural workers,

As far as the income groups are concerned, the highest
percentaze of agricultursl labourers wae in the highest and
lowest income groups (I6 and I‘) which did not have any non-
azricultural workere. The percentar-e of nonesgriecultural
workere varied from 1.96 in income group Iu t0 12.5 in
income group 15.

Averagce number of workers per houesehold ranged fronm
1.22 in income group 11 to & in IS'

Extont of eaployment, azricultural and non-apricule
tural per labour household of the sample, 1s indicated in
Table 6.2« Averapge ecployment per household for the mample
as s whole anounted to 1%.65 man days per yesr, of which
77.57 per cent was in agriculture. Employment to attached
agricultural ladbour per household per year was hicher
(892,12 per cent of total employment) than that obtained dy
the cnsusl workers (28.45 per cent of total employuent)., Oug
of the average employment of 170.65 man days per household

per year, 22.83 per cent was non-agricultural employment,



Table S.8. Extent of esplceyment in mac days gaz« household per yesr
(Block wise and Income group Chittur Block

- | Crand
31- . Esplo;ment in Agriculiure hmpﬁgxﬁtgﬁzaiﬁc :ggi
- B - - - A — ) } g %n!.—li—-
1 I - " .&3 A7.01 - 47.01 11.43 58.44 1.71 R75 6.86 69.90
1 (17.61) (72.83) (72.83) (17.61) (30.05) (2.63) (7.32) (%.95) (100.00)
2 L, 30,93 16.57  31.52  18.95 62.85 31,52  93.97 22.14 25.08  118.01

(264.21) (14.08) (a?m'ﬁ) (12.67) (52’92) (26.71) (‘7&6}) (18.76) (1.61) (20.37) (100.00)

I 28,7 26.60 3.86 22,80 112.5 1. 30.07 .
> 5 (14.63) (13.59) (na.m) (11.65) (:7-52) (25.2'5) (82-97%) (15.36) (1.83) (1 ;.g) (100
5 I“ 151-72 42 .00 ' c» ‘ 9105 0&‘ a 5 c@ 2»12 302‘1 299 ’5
(7.51) (20.06) (323.‘!1) (27.15) (43.61) (W.Z‘!) (90.82) (8.,16) (1.01) (9.18) (100.00)

5 I 63.00 = 36438 21.66  93.34  21.66  121.00 - 78.50  199.50
> (31.58) (19.22) (10.86) (43-79) (10.86) (60.65) (59.35) (39.35) (%00.00)
6 Ig 112.00 = 6067 - 172,67 = 172,67 =~ - - 172.67
(68.56) (35.18) €100.00) (100.00) (%00.00)
overall ,23+50  23.46 28,80  85.36  47.86  133.22  22.36 2.77 25.13  158.35

(16.10) (14.82) (37o&3) (15.81) (53.91) (30.22) (88.13) (18.12) (1.75) (15.87) (100.00)

4 3 denotes Attached ;
(Pizures in parenthepes are percentsge to grard total)
C : denotes Carual

6S
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the averas-e employzent days in agriculture per household in
each 3lock were more or less the same., The fi-ure for Alsthur
Hlock wam 132.30 man daye and that for Chittur :‘leek was
133.22 nan days. Dut there was some difference in the extent
of totsl employment, when employment from arriculture as well
ag none-giriculture wae taken together. The average enployment
per household (agricultural and noa-agricultursal cormbined)

wae 103.6% nan daye in Alethur Plock while the sane for
Chittur Vlock wes 158.35 nen daye. The renescn for the 4if-
ference in the extent of eaployment was due to the fact that non-
farn exployment opportunities in Alanthuy llock was comparaw
tively more than that in Chittur Block, which ie evident fror
the dsta in Tables 6.3 and 6.4,

Other feastures rezarding the pattern of ecployment
were nmore or less similar in the two Blocke. Females dominnted
in asricultural saployment in both the Rlocks while the male
workers got wmore employment out side agriculture compared to

their female counterparts.

A éonth-wisa analyeie of the extent of employment per
gelected household was cade separately for each “lock, to
locate the lean and peak porthe, detnlls of which are furnished
in Table 6.5.



The extest of totsl eamployment por household varied from
5450 $0 22497 nan days in the monthes of Chingen and Ydavanm
respectively in Alathur _lock and 5.79 to 21.48 man deyse in
the nonthe of Hdeensm and K-nnl reepectively in Chittur “lock.

Seagonality was noticed aeven in nonwagricultural esployment,

Extent of employment per household was beiow 10 man days
in the nontha of Chincam, "hamu and Xarkkitakan in Alsthur
Block and in Chingem, hunbhamn, Meensm, Metam »nd Karkkitakam
in Chittur 3lock. Imployzent was more than 20 nan daye in the
montha of Kanni, Heenan, Metam and “davam in Alathur “loek

and during Kennl and bdavam in Chittur Rloek.

A far arc emyployuwent in egriculture ie ecncerned, the
intensity waes maxicun during the month of bdavan (19,80 man
days) followed by Kanni (18.41 nman days) in Alsthur Eleck.
The maxizun employment in sgriculture was noticed in the
nonthe of Kanni (20.384 nen days) followed by “davan (19.77
nan days) in Chittur Flock. The mipisuvn extent ¢f enployment
iv apriculture wse in the month of Chlnusan both i Alsthur

and Chittur “locke.

The extent of noneagricultural employment per household
was maxinmum (11.51 nan laye) during Hetsm in Alathur “lock
and Dhanu (5,20 nan days) in Chittur “lock.
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The dats - row that there is not much variation in the
extent of enrloyuent ir arriculture in diffcrent menthe between
the two Blocks but there ig couslierable vsriotvion both in the
quantus and the time of avoilability (monthe) ol none=agricul-
tural employment. Nonearricultural eaploymente in the ares
are nalnly congtruction works, di:ging welle, etc., which do
nod recur recularly every year. leme the extont of total
employment, which ie inclusive of nop=asricvitural canloyment
elec ie not considered a suitnble eriferion in identifying the
lean and peok periode of eénployment of agriculvural lahourers

in she ares under study.

The exteut of employnent in azriculture d:rins Aifferent
aonthe wag taken into account for identifiestion of meank snd

lean periods of employment.

Henbth wive detuille cX enployuent io ag¥iculture per
bourehold for tihe seapple oe 8 uwholedre as depicied in
Table GeDe

In eyder to wnieretand the voriation 1o thne “emand for
Isbour 12 ssyicultiare Julsa; different souths it ie necessary
tc heve an idag of the crepping paiteray sceson and the cultivae-
$lon prectican Lollowed 1n the obtudy orea. It 1le wich thie
vigw that aash Jotalls pertaining to the gbudy ares, are

Alacusned 4n the following parsgzrapil.
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Table 6.6. Lonth wige detalls of eaployment in
agriculture per felecte houeehold

€1, n | Employment (1h nan daye)
Kos Heae of ionth s“ale Fenale (5aleT3t%§male)
2l S i Y =S
Chinzao 1420 2417 3437
2 Kanni 8.02 10.56 13.38
3 Thulan 5407 10.72 15.51
4 Veipchitan 2.53 Fe92 12.45
5 Dham 3.953 339 6492
6 Yakaran 8,67 8,56 13.23
V4 Fumbhamn 3460 h.87 8.47
8  lieensm 2410 5466 666
G Hebas 419 o4 8463
1 Edavon .71 10.88 19.59
11 it hunaes 2458 10.78 13.35
12 Karkkitaken 1.39 211 50
dotal 48,39 83.38 132437
Avorage 4,08 700 1.03

PRI S e

The majier cron raired in the ares under stndy ie poddy.
Twmo crope ayre usually orown every yenre The firet evop i2 a
rain fed erop. Hoth dry eowing and transplantins are proctised

during the first c¢rop seascn. Preparstory eultivation for
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fir=t crop (virippu) starts with premonsoon siowere and

sowing / planting commences with the on-set of ecuth west
nonscon duringe the month of iPdavam. There ig hich demand for
labeour during thie period because the first crop paidy is
pricarily 8 roin-fed crop and the fnrmers try to nake the

best uee of the early showers received. Further, o late sown /
planted flrov orop will lead to a iate @econd zcrop which the
farcore want o avolid fur Jdiifexent »easseng. ¢ firot erop

18 neresily baevesitad Jdusiadg o9 woache of dsani - Tialonm,

Tae secoud ewep (uundalkan) whissn is ad izxivated crop 1e raised
imoedintoly aftar the harvest of firet orups. Tinere 18 heovy
Jezand for ladour durinz the months of Kanni and Thulam as the
farnore are in a hurry to couplete second erep ~lanting sioule
taneously with the firet erop harveet, 2ince a lote planted
geco:d ¢rop oay be subjected to drourht and peet attack. As
guch the; eaploy as many labourers as pocgible during thise
time. Theo second crop is harvested normally during the nmonth
of ‘akaram and postehayvest operntions are don¢ in ‘skaranm

and Tunbhenie

The dats in Toble &.& show that omploynent per household
ia agzriculture w28 below & nan daye during ithe month of
Chingen and Karkkitakan. This 48 due %2 the fact that incortant
vperations for firet erop paddy would he over Ly this time and
the 2rop woulld be moturing or ready for harvest, Tha possi-

Bility of -etiing non-forr cuployment cuch ag conotrietion
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works, diggiag of wells, etc, is sleo limited becnuse of heavy
reine during these monthe. 50 one could gafely degirnste the
nonths of Kerkkiteskam end Chingam as the lean months as far as
agricultural labourers in the Jistriet sre concerned. Tata
pregented in Teble 6,6 reveal that employment in sgriculture
wag more than 15 nman deys during the months of Faunni, Thuleam
and Ldavam. Demand for lebour is high during these months for
reasons explaeined earlicr. As such the months Xennl, Thulao
and idavan could be designated as peak nmonthe of employment of
agricultural labhourers.

oyna ) 4

Intensity of employment is estimated in the present study
on the basis of the number of doys the sgricultural labourers
of the selected households reported sotually worked during the
reference period. Imploynent intensity would therefore refer
to the inteneity of euployment smong those employed and thus
it also would indicate the extent of under employment among
the agricultural lsbourers.

The details of total employment doth azricultural snd
non-gzricultural taken tozether for the semple as o whole we
given in Table 6.7.
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Table 6.7. Distribution of agricultural
labourers the level of total
suployuent in days

Ho« of agricultural
—-——W

8le FEmployment level Percentage
Ro. in days kale Female gm%;;; to total
— e - == g o g
1 laecs then 30 1 1 2 0493
2 3 - 60 12 34 46 21.40
3 61 = 90 48 x4 Sh 24,19
5 91 - 120 27 &7 7 3heh2
5 121 - 180 14 10 21 Q76
6 151 » 150 2 L 6 279
7 161 - 180 & 5 9 h,18
8 181 - 200 1 4 2 0.93
9 201 - 300 2 1 3 180
10 301 and above - - - -

Total 78 137 215 100,00

It cen be seen fror the table that the employment ficures
ranzed from less than 30 to 300 daye. @hile 0.93 per cent of
the workers received below 30 daye of employment, 1.4 per cent
received employment between 201 and 300 daye. The data reveal
that roughly about 80 per cent of the workers received saploye
nent for leces than 120 daye which Andicates that the bulk of

the workere recain unemploved for sbout 8 monthe in s year.
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The distribution of agricultural labourers by the
level of employment ir agriculture is given in Table 6.8.
Tahle 6.8. Distribution of agricultural

labourers by the level of
employment in agriculture

Koe. 0f agricultursl

gg: fgpégggenc level lnbouragggsl. Eigcggzgfo
Msle TFemsle oo % %
ey T ey e /e — o
1 lesg than 30 4 4 b4 s
2 M- & a7 35 &2 22435
3 61 - 80 15 aa %9 12,34
3 81 - 100 1 36 S50 28,15
5 101 -« 120 9 25 b 16.43
6 121 - 1580 3 10 13 6428
7 11 - 160 - 3 3 1.45
8 1561 - 190 i 3 4 1493
9 181 sud core - - - -
Total 70 13?7 207 400.00

Data given Liu Table 6.8 show that the level of emplorment

ir sgriculture ranged from less than 30 days to 180 daym.
#hile 0,97 per ceut of the azricultural workere 2¢t less than
30 dsyes employnant in agriculture, 1.93 per cernt got amploy-
ment between 151 and 180 dayz. It is aleo evident from the
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date in the table that only about 26 per cent of the sgri-

sultural labourere ot employment in agriculture for nore

than 100 daye.

Detailes of nonw-azricult.iral employment are furnished

in Table 6.9,

Table 643

Disgribution of agricultursl
labourers by the level of
non-agricultural employment

in dayme
do. of asricultural
£le Employment level labourers iergentage
#ale PFenale g‘ﬂslﬂ
~- = ~ 3 _ —b - P =t
1 Leese than 10 - - - -
2 10 - 20 1 1 4 4,08
3 21 =~ &0 6 & 10 20.81
5 4 « 60 11 2 13 26453
5 61 - 80 6 3 g 18.37
6 81 « §9 - 8 164.3%
7 100 and above 6 1 Vi 14,28
Total 38 " a9 400,00

lionwagricultural esploynent ranged from 10 daye to nore

than 100 daye.

Cut of the A9 workere to whom non-apricultural
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snployuent was available during thw reference period 4.08

per cent got only 10 -~ 20 dsys employwent in the non-agricule
tural sector while 14.28 per cent of the workeras received

1400 days and more. Roughly 50 per cent of thece workers
received more than 60 days of noneagricultural employment.

In thie study 300 daye of eight hour man days was
taken se full eaployment. This figure was arrived at on the
asgumption thet one worker will et one holi iay for easch
week (52 daye) and 13 duys leave for sickness and other
gctivities. If a perszon was employed for 300 days or more
he was considered to de fully employed. If hg waz emrloyed
for lese than 300 daye he was considered tc b6 unier employed.
Under eaployed wore further grouped into severely undeyr
enployed and moijera:tely undey employed. If tha smploynent
figure for s worker was between 200 to 299 daya, he wes
congidered moderately under employed ani if it was below
200 daye he was considered as severvly undey smployved, The
pattern of eaployment ie2 ag given in Teble 6.,10,.

Data in Table 6.,10 show that none of the lobourerse of
the selected labour householde wag fully eaployed., That
one finds from the data is sudbatantial under employment
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Tabla 6.,10. Pattern of employment of
pelected esricultural lebour

households
a1 Nos of lsbourers Total
%o. Pattern of enployment lale +
o s ¥ele Femnle Female
- - - — =3 4 i Ll
1 Fully employed - - -

2 Hoderately under employed 2 1 3
(0.93) (0.47) (1.40)

3 Severely under gmployed 76 136 212
(35.39) (62.2%) (98,60)

Total 215

78 137
(3G.28) (63.72) (100.00)

(Figures Lo parenthesen are percentaze tc totsl)

enong the lsbourers of gelected householde. Alooet 99 per

cent oi the labourers was severely under empleyed.

Level of under employment per selected agricultursl
labour household (income group wiee) i® furnished in Table
6411,

Tacle 6.11. shows that under employment per selected
labour household ranged from 60.A4 per cent in income sroup
I5 to 82,72 per cent in income groun IG‘ inder-enmnloyment
was highoat in the hizheet income group. Incenme of house~
bolds in thie group was hizh beceuse of the fnect that the
nunber of workers per housshold in thie group was as high as



four (comprred to 2414 workere per household for the eanple
ags a whole) altuourh oll the workors were geverely undere
ennloyed. If one irncred the hiszheet income ~roup, one could
ohrarve 8 necative correlation between income nnd umndier=

employment.

7able 6.1. Level of under-employment (income
groupwice) per selected noricultursl
abour households (in can days)

Total employe= ...
Gle Income ment per tocal
tlos Zroup  household in

avalla- inder-erployment
ble maon daye (in man daye)
per household poer houeehold

nan Jda
’.ﬁ.zya

=) - ~ 2 — —
1 1 59,64 267 20736
1 (22.34) (100.00) (77:86)

& I, 126430 411 288470
(30.73) (100.00) (65+27)

3 I3 182.19 355 372.81
(32.8%) (100.00) (6717)

n I 237.36 600 362,64
4 (39.56) (100.00) (60.44)

5 I 261458 666 404 , A2
(39.28) (120.00) (566.72)

6 I 172 .67 s 826433
(17.28) (100.,00) (S2.72)

. 17046 507 .82 23677
Al groups (33.@:3) (100.00) (66.37)

(Firures in pnrentheses nre

ercentnce to totsl

available man da. g rer hougehold for esch sroup)

The averaze level of under employment per household

for the sample as a whole was 66.37 per cent.



An incompe group wige analysis of the level of employ=-
nent and under employment of selected labour households per
man unit is given in Tsble 6.12,

Table G412, Lavel of exployment and
undexr employmsnt of selected
1sdbour households per men unis
in nan daywe

Total amnloynent Total evaila- ndar enployment

B3le Icome :

: in nan days per Dla nan Jays ogr aan unit in

ﬁ?’ 5???9 nan u?itay ve pax &2q-ugit g:n daye

1 I1 6710 300 232.90
(22.37) (100,00) (77.63)

b 1 92.}3 y 18 207 450

2 (30.78) (100.00) (69.22)

3 I3 98410 300 201,40
(32.70) {100.,00) (67.,30)

& I, 118,68 300 18 .32
{3%.36) (100.00) (50.458)
€39.25) {100,00) {60.79)

6 Ig 5468 300 208,20
(17.28) (100,00) (82.72)

Tetsl 100,78 300 199,22
(33.59) (100.00) (66+41)

(Flrures in porenthesee sre percentage to total

available man 4sye per nmn uniy)

"he ds%a in Talle 6,12 show that the perecentonce of
under empleyment per mun unit was highest (62.72 per ceit)
1 6he hiazhuesr adoome croup; bt is, 15. TE ane lenves

this group Wiich eorprised only one per cent of the total



househcids aud whiel: bao the hirhest nunber ¢f esrncrs per
houeehold and the loweat dependsoney ratio, the remaining data
reveal that as the under employment level decreapes fron
77+63 per cent in group I, to 60475 per cent in group 15. the
income of householde aiso steadily lucresses. The level of
under employment per man unit for the eample se a whole was

66421 per cent.

It ie obviouw fron the dats that the isvel of under
exployment is wevere in all the incone groups of azricultural
lebourers wihlch probably hse resulied in poverty snd poor

econonic conditione.

unsaployneny

Tie lavel of unemploymant in the selezted arricultural

lanovr nouseholde ie depleted in Tnble 6.3,

It can be seen: from the table Lhnt out of 76 pereons
ir 5ha potential lebour force elinzirg to the ~re groupr of
45 to 59 yeare ouiy 247 (89.49 per oo 0t) eould cet employment
Avring the reference periode The rest of 29 (10.51 por cent)
zenbera 41id not receive any emple,wat either due %o Inck of

employment oppervunifies or due Vv LLelr e leshsrsy.

A= far arn the income gronpe are concerned, the hirhest

leval of unemployoent (25 per cent) was noticed in the lowcet



Table 6.13.

Level of unenployment in the selected a:riculturael la‘our bhouseholds

Potzotisl labocur force

Yorking lzbour torce

Unenployed lateour force

£l. Incoze .
Ro. sroup Hale Feanle Tofol  Male sale Total  Male  Female  Total
1 11 6 40 16 3 9 12 3 1 '}
(37.50) (6250} (100.20) (18.75) (56.25) (73.00) (18.75) (6.25) (25.00)
P 12 28 gz 80 22 31 93 6 1 7
(86.67) (53.33) (100.00) (36.67) (51.87) (88,3%) (10.00) (1.67) (11.67)
3 13 49 55 104 8% 54 35 8 4 g
(3712) (52.88) (M00.00) (39.42) (51.92) (91.35) (7.69) (0.96) (B465)
& I, b4 38 > 28 38 62 3 - 3
(87.69) (52.31) (100.00) (83,08) (52.3%1) (35.38) (3.62) (8.62)
5 I 16 10 =6 11 @ 20 s 4 6
. (61.58) (38.868) (100.00) (82.31) (34.,82) (75.92) (19.23) (3.85) {23.08)
(6000) (B80.00) (100.00) (80.00) (30.00) (100.00)
411 groups 133 143 276 108 139 2N7 23 & <9
? (38.99) (51.81) (100.00) (39.13) (50.36) (89.89) (9.08) (1.45) (13.51)

(Fi-ures in parentheses are percentsge to total of
pote_ tial lsbour foxce)

173
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income group I1 followad ty lncome group X5. The level of
uneppioyeent decrensed as the ineome of housaholds icoreased
exeeyh iv income group 15. The loweat levsl of uncapleyment
wae found in the highest income group Iﬁ where a8ll the meabers
of the lsbour foroe could get empluysent during the relerence
pariode.

A sexwige analvais showed that tha level of unemplioynent
wal hkigoer in the cane 5f male workewys in nll the income
grouvns. The sosglible resson for a8 comparatively lower level

of uvosaploynent to male workers han bheon exnleined esrlier.

vigne rotes acd mode ¢f paymant

Paymente to agricultural labcurers are mede both in
kiné¢ ond cash.

Fayeent Lo kibdr

Normally the waves fur the gecond e¢rvp opcrationa which
sxa carrisd out after tie horvest of firet Ccrop, are psid in
kisd %o sitached azricuitural lsbourers. Cssual labourers are
uguslly peid in cesh. hRate of waoea peld S kind reuzes from
& t¢ 10 edengashys c¢i paddy (1 edangezhy is approxinstely
egual Lo 4 kg in the case of male workers and 5 %o £ edane

gaahy# in the case of female workers.
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Harveating is dore on & e¢rop gharing basis. The propore
tion of the shoree of land lord and the labourer rances fronm
711 to 611 1. This sort of arranzenent is of mutual
benefit as it provides a substantial portion of the food
requirenments of workers and it reduces the risk to the farmer
on thie sccount when the hasrveet ig poor. Iiorveesting is done
exclusively by sttached labourere., The casual labo:rerse may
algo zet a few days horvest in farms where there are nc attached

workers,

Fayments in cashs

Rate of wa er pald in cash varies from Re. 10/- to
e 15/= for male workers and Re. 5/- to Rs. 7/« for female
workers for agricultural employment. Tate of wages offered
takes into account the seasonal vorlation in the demand for
labour. A elightly hirher ware is offered during the planting
season. The casuasl lasbourers who are employed along with
attached workere during the peak egsagon are gometimes offered
e little more than that of the attaeched workers.

Paymente for nonwagricultural employment are nmade
exglusively in cash. The rate of wages for non=agricultural
employzent ranges from Hee. 10/« to Be., 20/« in the case of male
workers and ke, 5/= to Re. 8/« in the case of female workers.
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It was found that there wae not much varlation in the ware
rates between agricultural and non-agricultural employnent.
Yage rate for noneagriculturel employment was olther agual to or
8lichtly core than that for agriecultural employaent for both

men and women.

As far as wage differentiale between men and women nre
concerned there wae etriking difference both i agricuisural
and non-agricultural ecployment. Ap shown alove thwe wapes of
femnle workers were nearly half or even less than heli of that
of male workere. However, the difference wae nel o gppoyent

in the coge of payments made in kind.

Fatimntion of chanczes in resl wages:

The avers @ -ially woeze rates of paddy field labour and
the averars farm gate prices receivad for paddy relating to
the period 107172 to 1981-32 conceralang inlghat district are
presented in Table 6.18. Since the two varisbles, priasa facle,
oxhibited a dezxree of Jolnt liasar relat'ounsbip ag “aepleted in
Fige 6+1. the correlaticn cccfficient batween the twe was worked
out. A high poesitive correlation coefficient of 0.77 wasg
obtained between the wazee snd the prices co:.gidered, The
coefficient of determinstion in the case was fcund tc bhe (.59,
Thus 59 per cent of the variation in waeges could be due t¢

prices. The linear regrecsion of waves (X) on prices (y) wae algo
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Table 6.14. Average waze rates of sgricultural
labourers (Male) and the average
§z§%”%::0 prices of psddy in Palghat

Ave W rate®
L e thaerls e
o —a RS, e
1 1971=72 4458 7.01
2 197273 4,88 743
3 KX b il 737 13.06
A 197475 8.39 16.42
3 197576 6.54 11.19
6 137677 6.18 9.83
7 197778 6435 312
8 1978-79 6.75 8,78
9 1979=80 7415 9.32
10 198081 8.08 40.39
1" 1981-82 9.08 12.43

¢ BSource s The Dursau of Jvononics and Statigties,
Governaent of Kerala, Ststistics for
rlanuing 1977, 1980 and 1983.

*¢ {ource y Racordes Irom the Directorate of Eeconomioe
and Etatiaticn, Trivandwmm.

1 8td. Para = 7

.5 kg
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estinated from the date using the method of least squares.
The regreecion squation thusg obtsined was

X = 2.5 ¢+ 0O 3y

The average aily wage rates of paddy field lsbour and
the everage retail price of the staple food of asgricultural
labourers viz. rice, are presentad in Table 6,15, The date
pertein to the period 1971«72 to 1981-82. 2ince the congumer
price index for Palszhat district was available only from
197677 onvords, 1t was deci:led to estimate the real wares of

sgricultural lsbourers by deflating money wares with the
corresponding retall prices of rice which ie the moet inportant
food item of anricultural labourers. The coefficlent of varige-
tion of wacres and retmil prices or rice were worked out. These
were 19 per cent and 25 per cent reepectively, showing that the
relative variations of wagem® and prices during the period are
not zrestly different. The real wazes thues derived sre algo
presented in Table 6.,15. The linear time trend of the derived
real wages wose mathematically eetimated to underetand the rate
of zrowth of real wages over the period. The ecuatlion tc the
strolpght line which fite the data vect wae arrived st oe

y = 2487 +« 002 ¢

In the equation 'y' denotem the derived resl wage, wehile
¢t relstes to the time perlod originsting at 1976-77, such that
1971«72 snd 1951-82 would correspond to «5 and +5 resgpectively.
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Table 6.1%. Computavion of real woges of agricultural
labourers (nale) :

Avorage

Average® i
dally wages retal Pesl wages of
5le Year of agriecul- crice of arricultursl
No. tural labou- L oo labourers (nale)
rers (male) e /xz T8
. s Y@ e B . —
i - = e o
" '19'[‘?‘“?2 3'58 1.84 5‘01&
2 197773 h 4,88 1,64 2498
3 19737 737 - PVy | 233
4 497445 B39 3¢26 2457
5 V95 658 3 o8k 1.50
6 1976-%7 G118 2+ 2428
7 YT 635 237 2468
8  1978=79 6.75 2017 3011
9 iS7Y~B0 745 de48 3,28
10 15808 8,08 2237 341
44 153G =ie G408 20 2.5848

* Sourcs : The Buresu of Fconvamies and
Stntistics, Government of Ker=nla,
Statistiea for Placning 1977,
1980 and 1983.
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Boped on the estimsted valuecs of real wazea uring the
atoresaid equation (Table 6.16) it wae obzerved thst the
abeolute growth of real wagee during the period of ten years
was Rse. O0420. The resl waze level in 1981-82 was found to be
72 per cent hicher than that in 19772 implying a compound
growth rate of 0.6 per cent per anoum.

The snalyels leads to the concluesion that although the
real wares ¢f agricultural lsbeouvers of Kersls in general oight
have increased subetsutially as cbserved by tri. Faudey (1976),
the growth rate waes only corginal in the cege of sgricultural

lobourere in ¥eichat districy.



Table 6.,16. Iaticated real wepee of agricultural
lsboureyrs obtalned using the equation
Y = 2,87+ 002 ¢

%;; ?ﬁ?f ragiiggéqs §§§§f§;§33
1 19172 3,18 277
a 197273 2.98 2479
3 197578 He33 2e¥1
< 1974~75 2.57 2485
3 17576 %90 2483
& VF7E~TY Zel8 2,87
7 1977-78 2e68 2+.89
8 197873 Je 11 2039
9 1975=-80 3028 2933

10 19680~-81 Jet 2495

™" 1981-02 2088 2e97




INCOME, EXPENDITURE AND
LEVELS OF LIVING



Chapter VII

IRCOME, EXXENUITURE AND IEVELIS OF LIVING

In She preseunt atudy income of agricultural labour
householde was defined ae the total coaprieing agricultural
wage income, non=ggzriculturel wage income, self employment

incone, salaries, grants, ete.

Agriculturel wage iucozme ineluded income reslised ee
wage earnings for sgricultursl employment hoth in kind and in
cesh. Wazes in kind (paddy) were converted in amoncy terms at
harvest price for paddy. GHoo=agricultural wege income was the
income realised sa wage earsings for non-ssricultural esmploye-
nent such as counatruction worke, digging wells, feoncing,
thasching of houses, etc.

Sources and level of income of celected sgricultural
labour housebolds are presented in Tsble 7.1, On the whole
56.87 per cent of income of asricultursl labour households
wae earned throuzh sgricultursl activities snd the rest froa
other oceupntions, self enployment and other sources such as
remittanees, grante, ete. oughly sbout 70 per cent of the
total income was from wage employment i.e, 56.87 per cent
fron szriculturel wage employment and 44,03 per cent from
non-szricultural ware employment for the sample as & whole.
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Thus sgricultural wage income wae the mejor source of income
(56.87 per cent) of the selected household on the whole,
followed by non-g:ricultural we-e eaployment (14.03), other
occupations (9.52 per cent), other sources (9.87 pexr cent)
and livestock (8.23 per cent). The lowest contribution to
total income was income from crops (1.88 per cert). A source
wise aualysis of total income of differert incoze clazses
precented in Table 7.1 reveals that the ¢laes with the highest
level of income hag the lowest contribution from sgricultural
wage euployment (35.43 per cent) towarde total ivcome. It is
intsresting to note that, to low imcome groupes of households,
aajor chare of income accrued frosm sgricultural wace employ-
ment while in the higher income groups the share of income
from nonesgricultural asctivities waa on %he incresse. Thie
pugzests thot those who were fortunate enouch to have @
combination of occupatione were definitely dbetier off than
those whoe zerely depended on sgricultural wawe employment.

In beckward agricultural tracte such as Chittur and Alathur,
opportunitiee for such combinetion were severely restricted,
though in some cases indifference could well e the resson
for adopting s combination of occupations.

Another feature revesled by the snslysie was that for
the ssmple ss & whole the lowest chare towards total incone

wae from the net income from erops, aslthouch 99 per cent
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of the pelected households owned a plece of land each.
This indicotes thot ownerehip of these marginal lands ie

not of much advantsage to esrn g substantisl incone.

The per capita annusl ingome misht be & better
indicstor of the relative income position of labour housee
holds. The data presented in Table 7.2 suggest that the
lsbourers in income group I, enjoy the highest per capite
annual incone (Hs. 643,63). The lsbourers ir the lowest
income group i.e. I, enjoy the lowest per capits annual
income (Ree 211.73). The average per capits annusl income
for the sample ag a whole was found to be Re. 472.%9.

The per caplta per iay income ranged from kg, Q.58 in
incouse group Iﬂ to Ree 1474 in iucome group I,, the average
for the sanple ag 8 whole being Rue. 1.29, It can be
obeerved that the per csapite per dsy ilncome was too low to
fetch even a meal even in the cage of workers in the hichest

per capits income sroup.

A more sccurate way of examining the relative inconme
poeition ©f lebour householde would be the income per aduls
consuaption unit. <The income of labour househol:is per
congumption unit per day ranced fromis. 0,69 in income
group lq to Ree. 1¢99 in income group Ia. The sverage income
pear consumption unit per day wee found to be fhigs. 1,52 for



Table 7.2. Per capita income level of seiected Agricultural Latour

Houreholds
Averace Average Average Averare Avernge
1. Income Level of income annu:% 1ncone 8PDUAl income snnual income per
Ho. grou er labour er labour income per family income per consumption
* P sehold schold per family aenber concunption unit per
. 2 s i aeaber per day  uni day , _
2 12 1,000 - 2,000 1561108 392.62 1.08 47045% 1.29
3 15 29000 =« 3,000 29397.94 481,73 1.21 52259 1.43
A I, 3,000 = +,000 3,427.00 643 .63 1.75 729499 1.99
5 IS 45,000 « 5,000 “.3’WQW 600,98 1+65 692.82 1.90
6 IG 5,000 = 6,000 5+575.00 619.54 170 701.26 1.92
Jverall 243561.97 472.39 129 55550 1.52

.8
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tho sstiple as & whole. Income per consumption unit wae aleo
found to be very low in sll the income groups.

The pattern of income dietridution smeng the ladbour
households was studied by making use of the moet important
neasure of income inequalities vis. the Lorens curve which
depict- the size distribution of income. The proportion P of
the households arranged from the poorest to the richest are
represented on the bhorisontsl axis and the proportion Q of
incoae enjoyed by the proportion P of the households ls
shown on the verticasl line. Obvicusly sero per cent of the
households enjoy sero per cent of the income and hundred
per cent of the households enjoy hundred per cent of the
ingome. S0 the points (0, C) end (1, 1) are slways on the
Lorens curve -~ the curve rung from one corner of the unit
squasre to the diemetrically opposite corner. If every
household has the eeme income, { will elways be equsl to P,
g0 that the curve eoincides with the diagonal throurch
(0, O) and (1, 1). In the absence of such perfect equalisy,
obtaining in any real situation, the poorer household will
enjoy a proportionstely lower shsre of income snd . will,
in genersl, be lese then F. It followe therafore that any
Lorens curve nust lie helow the diagonal and ite slope will
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incressingly rice = at least not fall « as we nove to richer
and richier households,

Tased on the data presented in Table 7.3, Table 7.8 and
Table 7.5 Lorens curves were drawn for the whole study area
and then for Alathur and Chittur Rlocks respectively. Lorens
gurve drawn for the whole study ares reveasnled that there was
inequality 4n the Adistribution of income as stown by the
departure of the Lorens curve from the egalitarian line,.(F3.7.1.)
On perusal of the shape of iLorens curves Arawn for Alathur
and Chistur ilocks it could be coneluded that the cxtent of
inequality in income ilstridution was more in Chittur Bloek
compared to that in Alethur Bleek, (Fig.7.2 and7.3)

tu tsex

Total annual expenditure incurred by the sample house-
holds was broadly grouped into two categories viz., consump-
tion e.penditure and nonsconsumption ¢:penditure. Consumption
sxpenditure wae azain categorised ss e:poenditure on food items
and expenditure on non-f004 items, ZExpenditure oun food itense
ineluded expenditure on cereals, pulses, epices, fruits and
vegetables, oils and fats, milk and nilk products, nonevere-
tarian items, sucare and the asnount spent 1a tes mhops.
Expenditure on nonwfood items included expenditure on fusl
and lighting, liquor, educstion, clothe; cosmetics, transport



Table 7.3. Digstribution of Agriculiural Labour Householdsby the level of
total inceooe per household

%0. of Total Percent- pPercent- Cunulative Cumulative
gé. Imammﬁul per m;m ;&mm of ggcamgo g;r gg; of iga of pgrg:ﬁtage g;rgmsage
« house - house 3 T ncone o se= of income

holds households helds holds
(Bar.) (hg,.) (RB,)
- -2 = - 3 - — & - —_ — - - -7 - - 8- - q -
1 0 - 1,000 9 6,563 .00 72%.22 9 2.78 G 273
2 1,000 - 2,000 29 846,721.6% 1,611.08 29 19.78 38 22.56
3 2,000 - 3,000 35 82,956.,00 24 370.17 35 35.12 7 5763
4 },O(K) - 4,000 20 68’5“5.03 3.“2?000 29 29.02 9’ %070
5 8,000 -« 5,000 6 25,882,00 4,307.00 8 10.94 99 97.64

06



Tahle 7.4&

Digtribution of Agricultural Labour Householdsby the lev:l of
total income per household in Alethur Rleck

Sl. Income level Jiv. of Totel Total it Ptxn:gt- Pereent- C“ﬁgig:i": Cumulative

Fo. per househeld house— income of come per gg:a._ age of g; Conges. Percentage
holds hcusehold household incone of income

holds holds
(Rﬂ.) (RQ.) (En.)

puy = Z = oy it - Too b= gy Yo oy -y - -

4 0 « 1,000 2 1:348 ©58.00 5 1,08 3 4.08

el 1,000 = 2,000 15 25,316 4,687,353 30 20.69 35 29.7?

3 2;3@ - 5.000 29 57,6“3 2.5&010 ‘0 38.9‘ ?‘ 66-7‘1

. B,W - Q,OOO 9 50,602 5,%:22 ‘lB 25.% 92 %07“

5 8,000 - 5,000 & 17,888  4,374.00 8 18.29 100 100.00




Table 7.5. Dietribution of Azricultursl Labour Housebolde in Chittur Dlock
by the lewel of total income per household

No. of Total Totel ine Lero2B¥= pepgept. SIS cuiulative

Sle Intonme levwel . age of percentars -
. house~ incone of coms per oge of eTisntage
fo. per household ,03s  household housebold LouSS™  ingome O MU op income
Rs,) (Pge) (Pg.)
- =2 - gy ~ 1 — —_— — -6 = tang; pat - g B
“ 0O~ 1,&'&3 ? 5’3% '739‘29 % 5,61 1% 4061
2 1,000 - 2,000 114 21,505 1, 528.93 28 18.80 82 23 .51
3 2,000 - 3,000 15 35,314 2,358.27 30 31.02 72 % .43
4 3,000 = 2,000 11 37,938 3.,548.91 a2 3333 o 87.76
5 4,000 « 5,000 2 8,358 8,179.00 & 735 98 95.10
6 5,900 - 6’900 1 5‘.575 5.575000 2 “o% ‘QGQ 1&:&

cb
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and communication, socisl and religious expenses, recreation,
asintenance of houses, service charges, furniture snd uteneils,
house rent, medicine end treatment. Honeg¢onsumpticn expenses
included taxce and other expenses like repaysent of losne ete.

The detalls of expenditure on sach item per household
are presented in Table 7.6. On an average the labour housee
holds spent Es, 2,925.78 anmually of which Fs. 1,819.77
(62.20 per cent) wae on food items, He. 1,082,671 (35.64 per
cent) on non-fcod items and He., 63.40 (2.17 per cent) on

non=conguaption iteums.

Eince the income difference smcng the lanvocur housshelds
wae cuite eignificant (betweer the lowest ancé hirhest income
groupe, the difference was more than & timee), snalysis dy

income groups would be more pertinent.

Data in Teble 7.6 reveal 5hat the shsclute smount
spent on food iteme increased ms income lncressged. ‘lowever,
the propertion of total expenditure on food iteme increased
trom 63,70 in income group IQ to 68,97 in income zryoup 13
and then started declining as the level of total expenditure
increased. This is in confarmity with Engel'e law that
axpeniiture op a neceszity 1s initially high and le s
decreasing funetien of Soral expenditure.
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Among the non-f00d items, expenditure on conventional
ngcecsitien ranked first esceounting for 7.25 per cant of
total expenditure follewed by secial and reli-icus expences
accounting for 7.01 per cent of the total expenditure, In
the case cof noa~food ltemes no correlation wae obeerved with
income probably because of the fact thet the level of

expenditure is low and henee iueensitive tov nornmal incoce

effectsn.

The pattern of per household, per capita and per
consusption unit consurption expenditurs in diiferent inconme

groupa is rresented in Table 7.7,

“he per household annual consumption expeniiture ranged
from Ree 1,576.01 in income group I, to Re. 6,586.55 in
ingoume group I&' the overall figsure for the ssuple as a whole
being Hz. 2,862.39. The per household gonsumption expenditure
in income groups 14 and I, (38 per cent of the totel house-
holds) was helow the sverage per househeld ecusumption
8X;:8L '1ture for the ssuple ag a whole and in income groupe
13‘ y 15 and Ig (62 pexr cent of the tosal households)
it wac above the averase for the mample as a wnole.



Table ?.?w

Fattern of consunpiion e
per congumpliion unit in 4

Labour Households

enditure for household, por caplta and
ferzat income groupe of Agrie:ltural

Fer

Per con=
8l.  semple igidéggggf Per capita consump- g:giigpo zﬁﬁaﬁggﬁﬁigﬁizgegﬁif ::fgt;::~
52 Toceme crowe U010 supelst” | tlan hoddlfan T ot iT 4 gt
par yesr ture per POF JEBF POT ROUSR  gyure per
Y S S "R S U .S Wk ST CS W 5 M 78
1 Below & 1,000 9 19576.01 845755 38413 135 547 .65 85,63 1.50
2 1,000 = 2,000 29  2,157.86  525.87 43.82 1.05 630.19  52.52 1.73
3 2,000 - 3,000 35 25998 .66 551.65 45.97 1.51 652.63 58.39 1.79
A& 3,000 - 4,000 20 3,620.96 670.55 55.88 T.58 769.19 68,10 211
S #,000 - 5,000 6 8,276.27 556.69 83,72 1.63 687.87 5732 1.88
6 6,000 & adbove 1 64586455 751.65 60.99 2. 828,50 €5.08 227
Oversll 100 2,862.39 563 .99 47.00 1.58% 663 .56 55.32 1.82
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A# the per bousehold consunption expenditure does not
give 8 clear inclcation of the level of iiving of the
labourers, the per capits eonsumption expenditure was worked
out for the Jdifierent income groups. The per capita per
day consumption expenditure renged from Re, 1.25 in the
lowest income group I., to Res 2,01 in the hichest incone
group 16' the sveresge for the ssmple 88 e whole helng
Fas 1+54. The data in Table 7.7 show that the per capita
per day consumption expenditure was below the nverage per
capite per day expenditure for the sacple as s whole in
7% par ceunt of the totsl households (in income groupse Iqe
1, and 13).

The consunption expenditure per congwaption unit would
be & bettexr indicotor of the relative position of the labour
househnldzs as far as the level of liviay iz concerned. The
per Jday per eanpumpilon unit sonsumption axpeniliure ranged
froa Rge 1.50 ia Incoms geoup X1 30 [8e 2427 i incone
Zroup 15, She avaraze for theo sample as a wholo being
Res 1432, Ao much as 73 per e2nt of the houaeholds (those
io income groups I,, I, amd 15) had a lower per aluld unit
gonguaption expenditure than the average 21lzure for the

2anple ag a 2:o0le.

‘The dete in Teble 7.7 ehow that the per capits and per

consunption unit consumption expenditure increased as the
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per household expenditure increased in income groupse x,.
Ia, 15. I, and Ige 2ut in income group I5 the per capita
and per consunption unit conmuoption expenditure regletered
a fell with au increase in the per househeld expenditure.
Thies wee due vo comparatively higher family sise, lower per
capita income end higher percentage ¢f noo-congumption

expenditure by thie asroup.
IQVsRty

Poverty or the otate of being poosr ie & relative term,
the awvaning of whiceh varlies depending upon the ziate of
econony of & country. In developed countries povexrty line
ia deawn st 8 level where the essentlsl neede include all
nolern anenditiee guch 88 eleetricity, indoor flueh tollets,
refrigeraiors, televiciou, etc, But iu a developing country

poverty line generally dencteg a subaistance level or just

encuzh calory intake to ward ¢ff hunger or maslrnutrition.

In the draft &ixth Flao povert: line wae defined as
Hge 65/~ 0f congumption expenditure per caplta per month for
rursl aress at 77«76 prices. Thie will work cut to Fs. 110.54
8t 1982-8% pricess In the present :tudy poverty line ie f£1ixed
at 58. 1052 et 1982«8% pricez,
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From the dats pregented in Table 7.7, it cnn he ceen
that the per capita consum:tion e venditure ;or conth ran~ed
from 2. 38413 to iiBe ©0.9%. A8 such it ig evident tiat
all the selected agricultural labour housgeholde includines

thoge in the hi-her income croups fall below the poverty line.

Table 7.8 ghowg the anrunl eoneumer o rondliture glacees
on per consunption unit basie and thelr correzvonding exrendi-

ture on cereale aud for nll food ifitems taken {0 ethar.

Pable 7.8. Annusl e ..enditure per consurnuion
unjt on cereale aréd on total food
items in eselected Agricultu:asl
Labour Households

“Txnendlture

sxpenditure Fxpenditure oo o000

Far covgumption on cereale in g, oD

uzit anounl oXe ﬁg%gé' in ee poer totgl foed ggtﬁftéghﬁ°
pendliture clocges congumption per consumpe oo ady -
SEncLiure
unit tion unit \

. - o P P iR ol onﬁ_g?.:.id
PBSU0 = Hpob{¥) 3 306.98 249428 a8
RB4600 = T e 700 70 393 o4 815.13 Ea
800 = 13800 20 33G,.88 K93 42 63
FEL 000 £ above 1 230 .04 387.45 29

»

wapenditure on cevreale are aleo exnrersed as -ercentase rntio

to total food expenses which ie reproduced in Tize 7.4.
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A perussl of Fig.7 4 reveals that as the per
congumption unit expenditure on focd increases the propor-
tion of food expenditure spent ou cereals increases initislly
and then there is a fall. The posesible conclusion that one
can diraw ie that at low levels of income the labourers were
underfed and therefore with increase in income they increcased
their cereal intake but after a certain point the expenditure
on focd items increased not only hacause of higher intake of

cereals but also because of diversification of menu.
Fatinaoted ho hold gavings

Saving is referred to as the surplus of disposable income
over consumption expenditure computed on a per household basis.
The pattern of per household savinge in the gelected agricule

tural labour households is presented in Table 7.9.

Data presented in the table show that the per household
income 18 not sufficient to meet the per household consumpe
tion expenditure in all the income zroupe except group I5
which comprises 6 per cent of the total households. iHegative
savings were obsgerved in 94 per cent of the households
ranging irom Re. 1,019.05 in income group 16 to Rs. 196,17

io income group I#. Deficit or savings per household was



Table 7.9. Zstineted per household savingse scong the differentincome
groupe of gelected Agricultursl Lsbour !suseholis

Current esvings/

5l. Income Iample Current pey Cu:rent per Hl.!ls Current per deflcit as percentage
Ko, ugroups sise Helie diaposable consurption ex= H.lls saviogs of current disposable
income penditure N ineore
- - 3 _S?ﬂ.) -sgﬁs.) :é,ifs.) g
1 31 9 727 38 1457601 - 948.67 116.68 (deficit)
2 Iz a9 1,611.45 2,157.86 - 586,41 3391 ( ,, )
3 13 55 20368075 3199“066 - 625093 26.82 ( L ) )
‘q' I“ 20 3.424079 3’629.% - 1%01? 5073 ( (2] )
5 I 6 5,305.68 8,276.27 +  29.81 0.68 (savings)
6 16 1 5:576.50 6+586.55 -1 015.05 18.30 (deficit)
All groups 100 2,360,884 2,862.39 - 503.05 2131 ( 4 )
Actes HeHs denotee Huusehold
+* denotee gavinze

- denotes deficit
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sleo worked out as percentage of current per household
dileporable income. Deficlt per housebold ranzed from 116.68
per cent of income in income group 11 t0 5473 per cent in
income group X“. The percentsge of per household deficit
decliced as the per houeenold disposeble income increased
sxoept 1o incone group Iﬁ. Yor the sample as whole the
deficit was worked out to be Re, 503.05. This shows that
the najority of the households are in debt and require
stahilisation of income in order to make any inprovement

in the level)l of living.

Indebteduerp

In viw absence of sufficient mersin ir household
disposable incom@ over consumer expenditure the poeeibility
of incurring debta would Le strong. The extent of indebtedw
noee per lamlly snd per capits was worked out income group-
wige which is presented in Table 7.10.

It was observed that 94 per cent of the selected
households were 1ndedted., However, tha indebiedness per
hougehold or per capite did not show any correlntion with
chanzes in the peér housshold income level. Indebtednese per
household ranzed ixgm r3s 303433 in income aroup 15 to
iBe 2,200/~ in income group Igs the averaze indehtedness
per fmxily fo: the gample sg & whole being Re. 832.30.
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Indebtedness per capita ransed from Ko, 83,02 in income aroup

Is to iBe 288439 in income group 11. the avers e firure for

the psmple ao a whole beling le. 166.46.

Table 7,10, Fxtent of Indiebtednesa {in Pu;cee)
peyr fanily and per capita emons the
diffcrent incone zroups of selected
Agriculsursl “abour licuseholds
. x hoe of Total Iniebted~ Indebted-
§§‘ Iiggme %0e 0f iniebted Aindebted- nede per ness per
¢ BYOUD  feile Helle neas fanily capite
~] o —9 — B = 4= o bz .
1 11 9 9 7970000 85556 248,36
(100) (100,00)
2 12 29 28 15,850.00 586455 13319
(100)  (9655)
3 I, 35 23 29,8380.00 1,139.43 209,89
(100)  (94.29)
8 I‘i £ 17 15,750.00 787450 145,83
(120)  (85.00)
5 I 6 6 1485000 305653 43,02
5 (100) (100,000 7
{100)  (100.,00)
All groups 100 94 8%,230.00 332,30 166.46
Yotes .M. denctes Households

{Figures in parentleees nre percentage
of indected households to tolal housee
hiolds in cach group)

Deta preszented in Table 7.10 revesl thet mejority of the

isbour households, irres.ective of thelr level of income are
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indebted and that the extent of indebtedness does not Jecrease
with incresse in the level of income. There could be seversl
poseible explanatione for hie phenoamenon. .Eirnc of all, the
earninze of most of the households including those in the
highest income group are not sufficient to meet the consumpe

tion expensgesn,

secondly, higher ineiience of debt is indicntive of
not only the economic coniition of the borrower but aleo of
the willingness of the len.ier to lend money. It 18 quite
poecible that with highcr per capita money income, the credit
worthiness of borrowers night aleo have increased so ae to
induce the lendere to lend more. This could de one of the
resgone for the high level of indebtednecs of the household in
the hizhest income group.

Another renzon for the incressed incidence of dedt
could be easy availability from eaployere in the form of
advaice paymente on account of the employer's etrategy to
keep then *tied' sc ae to reduce the risk involved in the
noneveilability of labour Jduring peak sessons.

Apother poseible resson for the chronie indebtedness
0f these housecholde 18 that there are quite & few environw
wental factore operating on these individuale in esuch a way
that they do not feel s0 bad about borrowing for consumption.
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His pumeroue colleazues and friende are habitually indebted.
£0 the status of being indebted has some sort of s socinl
approval. Atlecaet 1t {is not frowned upor by his friende and

relatives.

The income and indebtedners per family in different
income zroups are pregented in Fig.7 5. whieh eshow thnt
there iz no correlation between the level of income and the
extent o! iudebtedness per family in the gelected ladbour
householde. It followe therefore that an lncresee in the
level oi income of householde would not amulomnticnlly bring
forth a reduction in the extent of indebtednevres. Although
improvement in the level of income is important in the care
of low income groupng to gtabilise income and consumption
expeniiture, what ig more important in the case of hicher
income ~“roups ie to exwrcise control over expeniiture. One
will have to forego ones ninor pleasures ior come time till
the entire locan is repaid. It i here thunt trney need the
help of eocinl workere who would work with them to re-
formulnte the budget to cut down inessentinl exzpenses and
gomehow help th-m to survive through the next few monthe

oY years.

The dedbt ronce anonz selected arriculturasl labour

householde nr¢ vresented in Table 7.11.
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Table 7.11. Debt range am selected

Agricultursl Householde
Ple Y0 Debt range in Rupecs %0. of Households

e A ot A
1 0« 500 61
2 501 - 1,000 19
3 1,001 - 1,500 7
4 19501 « 2,000 3
5 29001 « 24,500 3
6 2,501 = 3,000 3
7 3,001 and above Y

Total 100

It could be observed from Table 7.11 that the
indebtedners of aajority of the houscholde (B0 per cent)
was helow Re. 1,000.00. Of the balance 20 per cent of the
householde 10 per cent were in the Jebt range from Pe, 1,001/-
$0 Fe. 2,000/«, 6 per cent in the range I{rom Ps. 2,001/= to
Lge 3,000/= and &4 per cant were having a dedbt over Pa. 3,000/=,

Furpoge of borrosing

Becauss of the general inflation and the rap in household
income aud exprenditure, nost of the sericultural lasbour houge-
holds are indebted, Table 7.12 showme the nnountz of borrowing
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nade by the relected sgricultursl lsbour housebolds for
different purposes.
Table 7.12, ?uzge.o of borrowing and the amount
of Jde

bt incurred by the selectoad
agricultural lsbour households

Amount of Percentage of

le Hoe Furpoge of borrowing debt totel debt

Sedes = Csnniion s

1 Congunption 26,590 31.94

2 Hecisl and religious
funcvions 21,500 5.7

3 Medicine and :
trcatnent 13,950 16.76
Kaintenance of house 5000 2280

6 OUtexe 5,% a.69
lotal 83,230 100,00

It can be obeerved from Table 7.12 that the hirhest
percentage (31.94) of debt wes incurred for meeting consump~
tion expenses followed by eocial and relisious expenses

(25.71 per cent) and preoduction purpoeer (18,50 per cent).

The type of residence used for living shows, to & nreat
sxtent, the econocmic position of household, especialily in a
eountey where the most attractive form of investuent geens
to be the construction, renewal or ascquigition of a house,
which le congidered as o status symbol.
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The data on the stenderd of housing of agricultursl
lsbourers in the different income groupe are presented in
Table 70"‘3 .

Table 7.13. mygea of houses possessed by the

se

scted Agricultural Labour
Households (Income zroupwise)

Type of houses

£1ls Income . ‘ Total
No. group 1vPe of construction Type of roofing ig&'gi
Pucca Kscha Tiled Thached
A bty gl rteh——— 4= =2
14 - 9 5 a 3
(100,00) (55456) (B8.46) (100)
2 I - 29 8 11 29
(100400) (62.,07) (37.93) (100)

I 4 29 6
> 3 (2.86) (9%?1&) (B2,86) (17.14) (3(550)
1 19 1 6 20
(5.00) (95.,00) (70.00) (30.,00) (100)

(100.00) (83.33) (16.61) (100)

(100.00) (100400) (100)
Total 2 98 72 28 100

(Pizures in parentheses sre percentame %o total)

Data in Table 7.13 show that only & per cent of the houges
were pucces and the rest were kutehe ones. 0Of the totel 100
houses 72 were tile] and 28 were thatched.
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As fer as income groups are concerned the percentage of
thatched houses decreesed as the income of househelds incressed

except in income grouwp I,.

The sumber of rooms svslilable per pereon also zive some
indication of the level of living of people. Data on the
nusber of rcome available per household and per family membex
are presented in Table 7.14. The data reveal an interestiog
feature that the nunber of rooms available per person decreasses
88 the income 0f household increases.

Table 7.1%. LKunber of rocoms per housebold and

per family member in the melected
agriculsural labour households

%o, of

( N0, of
8l. Income Eample 32;125 ﬁg;m:’ ;3:“‘ roons

Ro. group sise  _ .\o¥s availsble house~ DOF famlly

T P 4 e hold ... aaa@ggs
1 I, 9 31 22 258 0.71
2 I, 29 119 75 2,59 0463
3 Iy 35 190 96 2,78 0451
a I, 20 408 49 2,85 0445
5 Ig 6 43 18 3400 0,49
6 Ig 1 9 2 2.00 O.22

All groups 100 500 262 2.62 0.52
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It was already observed thet as the fanmily sise
inercased, income of household also increassed., Thie means
that the nunber of rocms per family nmember and other con=
venience in the houses did4 not increase as the sise of the
family increased, slthough the household income increased
ginultaneously with the increase in fomily sine. The possible
conclusion that one can draw is that affluence did not lead

%o status conciousness B0 as to make any improvement in the
living conditsions.,

Aspecta of health anid hysic/icwere stulied on the basis
uf access to nospitel and medicsl care other than hogpitale
(services of privete doctors, indegenous medicsl practioners,
otcs), nusbar of man days logt dus to dicenses, source and

sccens to drinking water, type of latrimws, etc.

The detelle rezording the availahbility and accezeibility
to medical care are furnished i{n Table 7.15. The deta pre=
gented show that 35 per cent of the households had accessi-
bility to hospitals at a distance of less then 1 km, 38 per
cont at 1 - 2 kn and 27 per cent at distance of adbove 2 km.
As fer as accese to medical care other than hospital is
concernsd, 55 per cent of the households had it at lees than
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4 km, 27 pexr cent at distance 1 - 2 km and the rest of 18 per
cent of householdes had no access toc medical care other than

hospital.

Table 7.15., Dietridution of selected agricultural
labour households accordi to accessl~
bility to hospitals and medicel care
other than hogpitals

Distribution of households Distribution of households
seccording %o acceepibility asccording to access to medical
to hospitale care other thsn hospitals
Lees . ... . Less . ... =
Ko Above . Ko Adbove
acceEs than 1=2kn 2 bn Total access than 1-=2km 2 km Totel
4 kn 1 kn
- 35 38 27 400 18 55 27 - 100

Data oo the source asnd accesgibility te the source of
drinking water are precented in Table 7.16 which ghow that only
2 par eant of the households had their own source of drinking
watar. The other 98 per cent had to depend oun public well,
public taps or private tanks for drinking water.

A® Isr as the dietance $o pource of irinkinz weter is
concerned, for 70 per cent of the households the source of
drinikking water was at a distance of less than 0.,2% ko and
the rest of 21 per cent of the households had sources of
drinking water at distonces ranging from 0.25 to 0.5 km.
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Table 7.16. Distridution of melected
agricultural lsbour householis
neanrding to mource and
sccecsibility to drinking water

. Metridution of households
Digtribution of households acccrd-

‘ oy gceording to asccessibility
ing to scuree of drinking water to source of drinking water
=)= I e e St e £ i sl
Own  Other Pudb= PFube Teas Q.28
well/ pvt, lie 1lic c7o: Total than %o AUOV®  Total
tank wells wells tape De25km OuSkm ~* |

e 34 18 &4 5 100 79 21 — 400

Zrpe of Latxines

The aveilebllity and tbhe type of latrines are good
indicatore of the living condition of people. Cut of the 100
selacted households surveyed only 2 per cent iizd lasrines
(ecuntcy t,pe). Iublic latrines wore aleo not availiasble iu
the near avcut areas. This shows that almost all the households

are in unhymenic conditions.

Data on man days lost due to diseaser are furniehed in
Table 7.17. The average number of man daye logt due to diseases
per family ronged from 3.54 in group I2 to 10 in group IS' the
average for the sample 8¢ a wiole being #4.44. The number of
nen days lost due to illness were found to he low in all the
ingone groups probadly becauset-
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(1) Han daye l-et during peak periods only - that is

durins hervestin: and plantinzg perlods were taken into sccount.

(11) The low level of income snd leck of employment
opportunities might have forced them to work whenever enploy-
sent wae avallable eveun when they were not phyeicsally well.

Table 7:17. Averaze number of man deys
lost per family in the different

income groupe of eelectad Azrie
cultural Labour Households

- .

Average No. 0f man days

$les Income Total No. of man daym lost due So diggases

5?: gff?? laft due fiﬁdiaeacat per tamily_q_
1 I1 32.00 5056
2 I, 102468 354
3 I, 19550 5459
5 15 24400 4,00
& Iﬁ 10.00 10,00

All groupa Al 4,18 8.54

As such the coapsaratively low nuaber of daye lost due %o

illness cannot be taken as an indication of a rcod health status

enjoyes by the labouxers.

ieisure

Opinior of respondents razerdine the nuabar of days they

are willinz to work in a woek wag also etudied. Tsble 7.18 has
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been prepared on the bssis of this information.

Table 7.18. Distridbution of respondente on the
basis of the number of days they
are willing to work during s week
and leicure time nctivities

No. of Distribution of respondente

leisure
respen- ©0 the basie of their willing=

5le Incone time

Ko. groups dents ness to work in s wg.k‘ coti-
~IE ~&z ;. 9 Qays 6 days 7 days vS.’E!;,c_a
1 I, 9 2 ” - 11
¢ I 29 2 2a 3 .,

3 Iy 35 1 26 f .

4 I, 20 1 15 5 N

5 15 6 - 1 N

° s ! - 1 - '
All groupe 100 6 79 - w11

It was obeerved t.at the aajority of respondente
{77 pexr con$) wented a day's rest after 6 days of work in a
week, Geventeen per cent of the respondents were willing to
work o 9ll days in a week whils & per cent preferred to work
only for 5 days in a week. The reason for preference for s
lower number of daye »1 work in a week by the pocrer houme=
holde wag stnted tc be their poor heslth cuniitions which
414 not permit continuovsz hard work.
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It war alsc observed that none of the respondents had

any sort of lelsure time activities.

Only educationel and occupstional sspirations of the
responients for their children were taken up for the atudy.

Hducational

L the asis of the aspireticas of the rospondentz for
the education ef their sons and Jsughiers Table 7.19 hag been

Coustrugtad,

From the date prasonted 1o Teble 7,189 it could bve
obaervel that for the esaples as a wihcle 75.44 per cent of the
resyondente Jdesired natriculsvior guéd 47.54 par cent Assired
grajuatics ag the level of aducsticn for thelr ssoe while
702 per cent preferred to have ooly middle school education

for thelr sons,

/8 for ae fezsle children are concerned 65.31 pex cent
of the respondente desired hirh echool eduestica, 16.335 per
gent deeired middle schocl education and B8.16 per cent
desired college educetion for their dsuizhters, 10.2 per cent
had no definite opinion.



Table 7.19. istributicn of responderte according %o $heir “loenticnsl
Acpirgilone for ehildren

Distribusicn of recpondente on thé Tigtributi oo of resrondects on the basie of
Sle Income hesis ol $heir aspirations on the thelr ospirationg on the level of educntion
Ho. group level of sducastlon for thelr sons for tholr Jleushters
— we e . * u »,» \‘ - - ¥ a&pl“
Li uE. H v Total A U 4 c 0 SEPLT votal
_ _ N ration
-i- ~2- -5 - - -5 = =G —— it - goie g e et porb A 0w e v — 13—
1 I, — 1 2 — 3 - 2 1 1 1 2
(33.32) (66.67) (1006) £80,00) (20.00) (20.,00) (20.00) (100}
2 12 e - A4 2 16 e 1 g 1 1 1"
{B7.50) (12.50) (100) (5083 (72.72. (9.0%) (S.03) (100)
3 I3 — 2 18 2 2h N 3 1% 2 1 20
(8033)  (75.00) (15.67) (100) (15.00) (70.00) (0.00) (5.00) (100)
& I, a— 4 6 1 8 o e 5 — 2 8
(12.50)} (75.00) (12.50) (100) {25.00) (50.00) (25.00) (100}
s x5 — — 2 3 5 - o~ a8 - — n
(30.00) (60.00) (100) (100.00) (100)
{100.00) (100) (100.00) {100)

- % 43 10 57 — B 32 a 5 a3
w—  (7.02) (75:88) (17.58) (100) e {1633} (65.31) {8.16) (10.20) (100)

Figureg 1n paruntheeea are percenta ¢ o teltal of respective coroups

LF 3 denotes Lower Frimary H 1 denotes High ‘chool -
Ur ¢ denotes Unper rrimagy C 1 denotes Collewe -
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Ceecupation which the respondente agpired for their
c¢hildren weare reported ss agricultural labour, government
service and othere, The distpibution of the respondente
on the barie of their oceupational aspiratiocne for thelr
children ie presented in Tadble 7.20.

Out of the tosal of 69 respondente 40,58 per cent
aspired government eexvice, 11.59 per cent desired other
occupations and 40.15 per cent preferred agricultural labour
as occuprtions for their sons. 37.68 per cent had no
definite aspirationm.

As far as female children are concerned, out of the
totel of 48 respondents 39.59 per cent aspired governmend
sorvice and 8433 per cent desired sgricultural lsbour
occupation for their dsughters. The balance 52,08 per cent
had no definite sspirations., They wanted their dsughters
to zet married am early as poseible.

Unlike other mtates in the country Eerala ie
cheracterised by the numerical strength and amilitancy of

organisation of mgricultural labourers. These unions are



Table 7.20. Distridution of respondente according to the occupational
aspirations for their children

No. of respondente who proferred occupa- iHo. of uﬂgomnta who preferred occups—
El. Incoce tione for thelir cone nm tiona for their dsuphtere as

Hoo BTOUP  sgri. CivAl  oonony 0 BEPL= goeoy  ASFl. GIVEL  opo.. No apie qoy.

labour service ration labouyr service ration

gy oy -3 = puy 7= gy iy g p s g ; - P - e

LI - 2 - 2 & - 2 - 2 4
(50.00) (50.00) (100) (50.00) (50.00) (400}

2 Ia 3 7 2 10 g 3 8 - 8 13
(13.68) (31.81) (3.10) (45.45) (100) (7.70) (30.76) (61.54) (100)

3 1’3 3 12 3 12 30 - 9 - 10 19
(10.00) (80.00) (10.00) (80.00) (100) (27.37) (52.63) (100)

4 I, 4 3 1 1 6 2 | - 5 7
(16.67) (50.00) (16.67) (16.66) (100) (28.57) (13.29) (57.4a) (100)

5 15 - & 4 4 6 - 3 - 1 &
(66.67) (15.67) (16.67) (100) (75.00) (25.00) (100)

6 I& - - 1 - : | 1 - - - 1
{100.00) (100) (100.00) (100)

All groups - 88

7 28 8 26 69 4 19 25
(10.15) (30.58) (11.59) (37.68) (100) (8.33) (39.5%9) (52.08) (100)

Ficuree in parentheser nre peorcentage to total of respective groups

STT
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orgenised by politicel perties. Data regarding the member-
ship of respondents ore presented in Teble 7.21. It is
evident from the table thst 71 per cent of the respondents
have membership in trade union organisations and that the
most powerful orgzanisation is the Kerala HState Karshaks
Thoshilali Union which is affilisted to the Communist Party
of Indie (Marxist),

Table 7.29. Membership of respondents in the
trade union organisations

Hos 0of respoudents having No. of respondente

Incone memberehip in having no membdbere Total
group ship in any of the
ESKTU DKTPF Others organisations

i, e Fooni b . =ha
11 7 - - 2 9
13 21 1 1 12 35
I“ 1“‘ - - 6 20
xs 6 - - - )
16 “ - - haed 1

‘otal 69 1 1 29 100

Notet~ KSKTU denoteg Kerala State Kersheka
Thoshilali Union sponcored by
she CPI{M)

DKTF denotes Degeeys Karehsks Thozhilali
Fedorastion affiliated to the
Conzrece rexty



%aged on the replies made by the respondente to a
quertion "Yhy you Jjoined / 4id not join the trede unien
orz~nication™, Table 7.22 has been construeted. Iajority
cf the nembers (85.92 per ¢ent) replied that they had
Joined the organisation because it was beneficisl to thea
while 1,41 per cent felt that the orzanizotion w»ag bHene-
ficial to tho community. However 11,26 per cent reported
that they were forced to join. #ith regsrd 0 nonmenmbers
34,03 per cent waa no$ interested in the trade union
sctivitiee while 27.59 per cent consilered it as s nuizence.
Among the nonzeabers 20,69 per cent felt that the organisa-
tione were not beneficiel to them and 3,45 per cent was
reluctant $o pay subscriptions.



Tadle 7.22. Digtribution of respoudents sccording to their reascning
for joining / not jJjoininz the organisation

Incone Eeaeone for Jjoining Rearcne for not Joliniag Grend
group A B ¢ D Totel ) F G i I  Totsl Totel
— I~ 2 — 3 - 4 - — o~ el _ 9 _ B — T~ o - — 1) - —lzo 13 -
11 5 1 1 - Y4 - 1 - - 1 2 9
I, 14 - 3 1 0 5 4 2 - 4 9 29
I* 14 - - - 1% 2 1 1 4 1 6 20
Total

61 1 8 1 71 9 8 6 1 5 29
(85452) (181) (11.26) (1.81) (100)  (31.03) (27.59) (20.69) (3.85) (17.28) (100)

(Fizures in parentheses are percentage to totel)

Tol
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SUMMARY

The preeout study was conducted with s view to
unierstand the epoclo-economic coniitions of sericultural
labourers in Felghat dietrict. The epecific cbjectives of
the invegtisetion were the following:-

1. To understand the levels of =pployment, undere
saployuent and uneaployment of agricultural
labourers in Falghat dietries.

2. Yo study the wage rates snd mode of payment of

warzes io the locality.

3. To estimnte the income of szricultural labour
householda.

4, %o aceese the exnenditure and lovel of living.

5, To egtimate the eavings and iniebtednecs of

labour househol is.

6+ To understand other detaile guch as heslth and

hygine gepiraticns and values, unioniestion, etc.

Alsthur apd Chittur BElocks were purposively sgelected
for the etudy.

Une huudred agricultural labour householis were

selected at random froam four villages belonging to two
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Panchayathe ¢ach from 8 (.Ds Rlock adopting & three stage
randon sampling. The dats were collected during the months
of Februmry, Harch, April and Yay 1983, The reference
period was from 18t Yerch 1982 to 28th February, 19583.

Areg of study

Palenhat dletrict situated in the central part of Kersla
state compriges of five taluka., The distriet ie livided
into 12 Cee Blovke. Falghat is having tropicsl cliazate
with a noronl rainfsll of 2397 ma por annum, 2Azriculture is
the‘muin occupstion absorbing 59.8 per cent of the working
population. Agriculturel labourers conetitute nearly &5 per
cent of the working populstion.

The major crop raised is paddy comprising 54.11 per
gent of the total eropped area, The district produces adbout
2877 per cont of the totsl production of rise in the state
and nesrly cent per cent of ground n ¢ and cotton produced
in the etate. The cropiing intensity was found to be 157,.01.
There are scven irrigation pro. ects in the Jistriet. The

district e very backwnrd in industrial developmert.
General charscteristice of the sample householde

Unllike other parts of the country where the msjority
of sgricultural labourers belonzed to echeduled castes,
73 per cent of the selected households belonyzed to Xzhava
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community (which im considered as a backwnrd community),

23 per cent belonged to scheduled castee and &4 per cent to
Yuslime. The total number of menbors in the sample house-
holds was 500 of which 50.2 per cent was maleg and 49,8 pey
cent females. The tex ratio worked out to 992 ani was
quite contradictory to the pattern for the ietrict as well
ag the state.

0f the tousl amembers in the sample householde 66.4 per
cent comprised adulte and 33.6 per cent children. The
average family eise for the eample sg a whole was 5. The
higheet income group had the hishest family oize and the
loweet income group had the lowest femily size. The
labourers had 00 incentive to limit the family size, a8 &

highey fanily sisze mesnt a hisher earning power.

Of the tetal pepulntion 55.2 per cent constituted the
potential labour force bvelonging to the working ame mroup of
16 Yo 59 ycars. &ut the actusl working labour force was
59.4 per cent. About 10,5 por cent of the totel labour
force 4id not 2ind caployment during the reference period.

kduecational status

The percentnge of literscy of nembere in the respondant
householde, belonging to the age of six ycers and above
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wag 52.01 which was below that of the district as well as

the state. The percentage of literacy of females woe leoss
than males ot all levels of esducation. The possidble reasson
identified for this wag thet the gzirle were asked to perfors
hougehold duties while the boye were ziven preferential
treatonent for getting education. It was found that the
percentage of literacy kept on incressing with younger age
groupe, the highest (92.24 per cent) being in the ace group
of 6 to 15 years. This was a clear indication that education

had taken roote 1in this section of populstion.
scenomic status

The percentege of carners to totsl membere ranced from
38.71 in income group 11 t¢ 57.41 in income group Iye the
firure for the ganple ap a whole being 89,4, The average
suanbey of ¢aruere per housebold for the sample ae 2 whole

was 2.87 and tbe dependancy ratio was 1,02.
Faployaent

Cut of the total 247 earncre, 32 (42.9% per cent) who
wore aenuaged in self employment, other eccupations, ete. were
excluded while atudying details of eaployment, Of the
balance 215 workers 96.28 per cent wae employed in azricul~
ture while 3.72 per cent was exelusively non-ssricultural

workers. 19.81 per cent of agricultural workers received
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npon-~agricultural work sleo oceasionally. The hirhest
percentaze of agricultursl labourers (100) was found in the
hirest and loweet income groups which did not have any

non=agricultursl worker.

Avernze employment for the semple ap 8 whole was found
to be 170.65 man days per year per household cof which 772.57
per cent was in agriculture. ¥While the malee received
coaparécivcly more noneagricultural eaployment, femnles
received more employment in agriculture. 7he totel enploy-
ment per worker for the sample as s whole was found to be
79.45 man days which was very low. The reasong identifled
for such a low level of employment were lsor—e scale tractorie
tion of 1land snc the abnormel weather conditions which

provailed during the reference period.

The lonn oonthe ae fnr ag enploynent in apgricalture
wae concerned were identified as Karkitakam {(July=-A:guss)
and “hingam (August-September) when employeent in agriculture
per household was below 5 man days. The peak months were
identified ae Kanni (Beptcmber=October), Tulam (fetobore
liovember) and Tiavas {Yay-June) when smployment in agricul-
ture was nmore than 15 men dsye per hcusehold.
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It wae found that nearly BO per cent of the workers
received employment for leee than 120 :aye which indiceted
that the bulk of the workers remained uneuployed for
about 8 mopthe in s year.

It was found that none of the workers was fully
employed, Of the 215 workers who depended on wage employment
1.4 per cent of them wes moierstely under employed while
98.6 par cent of them wes geverely under amployed. The
averapge level of under employment for the gample as a whole
was 63.37 por cent of the total avalilable man iaye. It wag
aleo found that the averaxe level of under employment for the
sanple ag a whole was 199,22 man days por man unit. Out of
the 276 membera in the totsl labour force only 237 (89.49
per cent) oould get employment during the reference period.
The reat of 29 menbers (10.51 per cent) d4id not receive any
enployment. The level of unemploynent waz hicmaer io the

cage of malee ip all the income groups than that for females.
Yage retea and node of payment

it wag found that %he wages are poid both in kind and
¢cagh an i thaé there was no uniformity ia the preval:nt wage
rates. he attached labourere are usually paid in kind
especially during the second erop eemsons The casusl

ladbourers are usually paid in cash., Wages in kind varied
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from 6 to 10 edangazhie (6 to 10 kg of paddy annroxinately)
for male unrkere and 5 to B edangazhis (5 te 8 kz of npnddy
aprroximately) for fermale workers. Harveeting chnrzes nve
paid exclucively in kind on a crop sisring boseis. The
proportion of the share of the land lord and the labourey
ranged from 7 1 1 to 6131 1. “ares paid 1in cash ranged
from W, 10/= to e, 15/~ in the cnse of male latourers and
e, 5/« to He. 7/= in the caee of fenale workers for arrie
cultural work. Payment for noneagricultursl work was nade
exclucsively in ceek which roored fron Be, 10/« to k&, 20/=
for nale and Ke, S/= te Re, B8/« for female workerc. It wae
oheerved that the wege rates fer asricultural and none-
areiculfural werke wore mere or leps equel and that there
woe etrikine wagze differentinle hetween men and women in
both azricultural and none-agricultural employment. It wae
8lnoc obgerved thet the ineresge in the real vages of
agricultursl labourers during the rericd from 1871«72 to
1981-82 was only marzinal.

Incone

For the ssuple 3a a whole rougzhly 80 per cent of the
tovtal iucome was from wage employment viat 1s 5037 per cent

irou agricultursl eaploynent and 14,03 per cent fron
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non=-agricultural wa:e employment. The lowest contribution
to the totel household income was found to be the income

from cropee.

It was noticed that to low income groups of households
the major chare of income accrued from agricultural wage
eaployrent while in the higher income zroupe the same wes
from non=agriculturel sctivitiees. This gurgested that those
who had a coabinstion of occupations were definitely better
off than who merely depended oun agricultursl wage employment,

The average per capite anmusl income for the zanple
as 8 whole was found to be Rm. 472.39. The per capita per
day income which was workcd out as Lg. 1.29 was too low to
fetch even a8 meals The aversge income per consunpition unit

per day wag also found to be very low (ie. 1.52).

The pattern of income digtribution amongz the selected
labouxr households wae studled moking uec of the Lorens Curve
which showed that tere was inequality in the distribution
of incone and that the extent of inequality wae mo:e in

Chittur "lock compared to that in Alathur “lock.

EFxpenditure

On ap svera-e the householde epent Re, 2,925.78 sunually

of which 6219 per cent wae on food iteme, 35.64 per cent on
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non-food items and 2.17 per cent on non~consumption items.
It wae found that the absolute amount epent on food iteme
increased ne income increased, However the proportion of
total expeniiture on focod items increased at firet snd then
started declining ss the totsl e.penditure increamed whieh
wae in conigrmity with Engel's law. No correlation was
obegerved in the case of non~food iteme to chanreg in income
provably becauese the level of cxpenditure wae too low to he

gensitive to normal incoms effaotl.

The per capita per day consumptlon expenditure ranged
from ce 1429 in income group 11 to Re, 2,07 in group IG
the averase for the saample 28 8 whole being Re. 1.54. The
gonsunpticn expendliture per day per consumption unit ranged
frxom Foe 150 4in income group I1 to Fae. 2.27 in sroup Igs
the averaze for the gample ag a whole beinsg c. 1.82., About
73 per cent of the households, that ig, thoee in Iys IE and
I, had a lower per adult unit consumptlion expenditure than
the averare figure for the eample ss s whole. It wae also
found that se the per conc:mption ualt expenditure on food
increased the proportion of food expenditure spent on ceresls
inerensed initially and then declined.

It wae alco found that all the households including those
belonging to the higer income groups were hel'w the poversy
1ine.
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stinmnted savings

It was found that the per household income was not
sufficient to neet the per household consunrtiocn e nenditure
in any of the income zroupe exgept in ipcome ~roup 15 which
conprieed 6 per cent of the totol houseiholde. ’legative
govinze wage noticed in 94 por cent of the houreholda. The
deficit nor household ranced froa 116.8 per ceus of vhe
current Jdicpozable lacong in income oroup 21 to J.75 per cent
in group Iu' The pepccntasze of per household deficit declined
ae the per household dispesalble incone lucrenced, extept ip
incone zroup IG‘ it wae found that najority of householde

were in deht apnd neceded ptabllieation of incouo.
Iniebhtediicss

Indebtednese por household or per eapite 413 not onow any
¢orrelation with changes in the per household inecre. Ine
debten6ess per household ranced from He. 303,33 ia group 13 to
FBe 29200/= in sroup I;s tho averase for the sacple ae n whole
beins ke, 382,30. O an averasa the indevteizess peyr capita
wap e, 166.80. It was found that the bulkk of the households
were indebted irrespective of their level c¢f incore. The
poegible reasone for thie were identified aeg the low earnincs

of households, cagy ovailahbllity of losne, etc,
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It was found that the highest percentage of Jdebt wne
incurred for mceting consusption expenses followed by social

and relizioue functions and productive purposes,
helter

It wag found that only 2 per cent ¢f the househclds was
pucca and the rest of the Muildinge were kutche ones. 4ith
regard %o the type of rooiing, out of 100 houaehclde surveyed
72 wezes tilod arni the reet 28 ware thatched. (O an average
the nusber of rooms availsble per household was 2.62. [t
woe sloo noticed that the number of rooms available per

person decreased as the income increased,
Health and hyeicne

It wee scen tnat 35 per cent of the households had
acecrpinility tc hospitales st a distance of lese then 1 ka,
38 per caont between 4 and 2 ku and 27 par cent at istances
above 2 koe Uhile 82 per cent of the householde had
accecglibility to medlcnl care other than hospirsle at
digtances within ¢ km, 18 per cent did not have any euch
facility.

As far as drinking water ie goncerned only 2 per cont
of the householde had their own sgource of drinkine nater.
The rezt had to depend on public well, tsp or tank. It was
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aleo found that only 2 per cent of the houreholde had
latrines and there were no publie lstrinep in the neare

about areas,

The average numbey of man daye last due to disenses
per family waes found to be A.84. iian days lort iue to ill-
nesg iurinz the psak periode that is during the conthe of

KEsnzl, Tulez ang Ldavas only were taken into account.
Aspiratione

Only educational and occupational sspirations of the
respondents with regard to their children were stuiied.
It was obeerved that 75.88 per cent of the respondents
decired mastriculation, 17.58 per cent desired zraduation
snd 7.02 per cent deeired only middle achocl educntion for
thelir sons. As far ag deughtere are concerned, 65.31 per
gent dezired hish sehool sducation, 16,33 per ccnt deeired
miidle school educailion anl #.16 per cunt dezired colleme

education wihlle 1042 per cent had no definite opinion.

#ith regard to occupatiocn 4U.58 per cent of the
respondeénte gspired governaent seyvice and 11.59 per ceng
other oceupat . ong while 40,15 pexr cent preferred azricultural
lasour as occupaticu for their gons. 37,58 pey ceut had no

definite uvpin.on. 48 for fewsle chkildren 3359 per cent
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of the respondents aspired governnent service and H.33 per
cent agricultural labour as occupation for their daughters.

52.08 per cent had no definite sspiration,
Trade union activities

(ut of the Sotsl reesvondents 71 per cent had membership
in one or the other of the tvade uvlone. FKernla tnte
verehska Thwozhllell Uniocn wias found o be the nowt powerful
trade w.ien In which 6% x gent oo Ghe regponiente had
pemberehips TWo per cent of them were mopbers in other
trade upniong while 29 per cent had ne nmesborehip in any of
the uniouns. ¢ 8 quostion g to "hy sou Jjoloed the trade
union?" the majority (85.92 per cent) replied thot it was
beneficial for them to Join in it T¢ a Question sz to
"why you did not jein the trade union?” the cajority of the
noa=cenbers (31.0% per cont) replied that they wore not
interested in $he union sctivitles while 27.5S per cent

felt that 1t as a nulennce.
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APPRADIYI X

fehedules of Intazview



1. Name and address of respondent :
2. Religion, Caste
3. Village, Block

4, Family and composition

M

: AGRICULTURAL LABOUR HOUSE HOLD ENQUIRY

$i. No.

M

Name of Members

2)

e l
———

6. Land Helding

i

Sex Age

9,

SO

Education

Primary

Nif e (5),"

e | High
‘ Mrddle_' Schoo!
i

|
| r
& |

Total Arsa
_m

——

Area under building
()

leased infon sccount of land reforms

! From whom received AncestraljPurchased/ |

|

Relation to Occupation | Activities of Income 5 :3);
head of family }-——— —— 1 dependants -— £ g e
Main | Sub 8 Main l Sub o 3 >
N O R N &) '
Present Value Remarks
(4) (5)




(%)

b Cra%e Giown

Name eof Ctop Ar;'aa/rl\\:q of Mo, of plants Total Yield/yi, Vaiue (in Rs) Cultivation Expenses pet year Net Inceme from Grops per
g vielding (Rs) year Remarks
L A MP1 BP |MP I BP | v , (Rs)
Ceconus
Arecanut ! | |
i
Mango i
Jack fruit . .‘ 5
Cashen i
Pepper ! : !
i ! t ‘
Cocoa i l
|
Banana i ;
! ;
Topioca | P i
Pireapple ‘ " | |
! P ! !
Others : ! ! ! :
‘ t |
‘ H
{Specify) ; ! ) '
s | 4
L f 1
| | |
| | |
i
|
| | '
| |




7. Farm Implements and Machinery owned

s - Value
Ne. items No. (Rs)
3
3 Country Plough i
z Improved Plough: b
3 Levelling Plank g
4 P P Equipment ‘:
(Specify typz) :
5 Spade ; {
o Pick Axe !
7 Sick'a 5 -
8 Esskets ! i
4 ; Mura.ne F ’;
10" Others (Specifyy b i
y
g l.|v9>r§i’)CiOS'it.‘uﬂ
., o . ] ,
i.!@, (’:’ Particulars ; MNo. : p,,gss{’g;.;/aiue } NEJQ}_‘?;;;E 1 Remaiks
M o } -
1 Woark bultocks. l; ) ;
I #iich cows ‘ : )
3 Buftaices ‘ i
% Goats and Sheep : ";—
5 P.gs i ;
B Pauitry dirds ! :
i Others (Specify: ‘ fl
% Consumer durables
Si itams - : Yy, c:f Pughase price | Maintainance cest | Present werth
NO. i R ‘ puichase fs. _Rs. | Rs.
i Radic ' :
2 Bicycle l { ;
K] Fanr : ) :
a Electrc iron { i ,
5 Table ; ' b
6 Chairs ; \ 2
7 Cots i ! ¥
8 Others. i ; i

10, Activities ot the membars of the family for the 7 days prior te the date of enguity (lo ke specifies
for each msmbaers)

Mame of Member ; } ' ’




E_xlem ot Employment and wages

(A)

Details of Employmant duting the bas:

P S

one week from the day «fheist Wage rates Total Wages Remark
ne of Membets including Agrl. work Non Agrl. wotk Agrl Work Non Agri work Agrl. Work Non Agrl work
e ~ b Cash | _Kind |[...Cesh:| Kind |.;Cosh. .. wKind Cash Kind
. = | Attached | Casual [Attached —Casual A, -
A C A ,
) ) ) (©) (A)](C) W el m @l mle @ e m } (©)
| |
;
i
- o
(I U SNSRIRRNP RN - ; T W Rehark
— Details 6f Employment duting the past Wage tate¢ L w_—ugtﬁatﬂw.—a_gaes
ane week froni tho day ef Insist S R — B aasnnnl I — aarl work
T month ) | work Agrl. Work \ Non Agrl w ’
Agrl work Non egrl. wark Agil Work \ Non Agri wor - « —ee
bers including — R D - , . Kind
ome of '?:te\ir?dr:: n ! Cash \ Kind Cash ! Kind \ Cash |  Kind Cash n
Attached | Casual | Attached| Casusl { oo S R —— "**——-“ | l
(a) {C) (A} () (a) 1 (C) !(A) l (C)% (A) \} {C) (A)} (C) ™ i (C) ' (A) } (<) ‘ - L
s e oy Bt R S N A AT IR
l b b 1 1
‘ | . o ‘
? | ! I ;
‘ | | I
t ?. | i T R
R I
| ! 1 !
| ! | l\ i \ |
i g |
‘ |
| | | | | ,




(%)
11 B Maenth wise details of empleyment for each werking Rember of the tamily [ssparate sheel v

each member]

Name of Member:

Extent of Employment ) Rate of wages Tota) wages
Name of Month © Agrl. Work |Non Agrl work .
v Mon Agsl work Hine
,. | Agrh Work Noen Bgrlwork ] o Ly King | cash ) king | TP
a Vo . & - } i
Meenam: ) : g i | E F
H : § L
Metamr H 3 = | i’
' : i
Edavam l E‘ ; i i ‘
_ 4 ! ; § .
Mithunam { £ ! ; ! ; .
I ! | ]
Karkitakam ; 3 : i E
| 5 | ¢ é
Chingam : :
] .
Kanni , ' ; ,
: ‘ t f ‘
Thulam : | ’ 5 :
s |
Vrischikam i : }
i 4 !
Bhanu ; { i 1
‘; { L
Makaram | !
ro
Xumbham l ‘ ' )

1T B Month wise detaile nf emplovmen’ «or sach weiking Memigr of the f7 vily
each member) ‘

"SErBiste srest oop

Name of Member :

. Extent of Emgioymant Rate of wages Tota) wages
Name of Month ! ! T T T —_—rs
,‘ Agrl Woik ]Non A work Agrf’ Nork |Nor Agri woik c b
—— e} Cashy Kind | Cash | Kingd ash i Kin~
Meenam } ! é ; 2 & }
H f y‘, 5 L
Metam ' : ;2 / B E | '5
? 5 ' : 5
Edavam ; ; : Q . t
: f ; ' : !
Mithenam ; 1 ; i
' , , ) ]
Karkitakam ' ' ; i ; !
. B . ? i
: i
Chingam : ‘ i : ;
canni ! ‘f A |
ann : ; ; ; : ; 5
; ] i ;
Thulam . : i : ;
4 ;
Yrischikam ; i

Dhenu r

Makaram i

T

S S S
T
B Sy

Xembham ]



Name of Member:

Extent of Employmant Rate of wages Total waaes
Agrl Work ’Non Aarl work o
Casn 1 Kind | Cash | King | SH7 X"

Name of Manth Agr Work !Non agrl work

i

' ; ] ‘
Meenam i l | | Q 5 /
" ' ! 5 | E i i %
etam [ | S i ] ; {
é ‘ ! | |
Edavam ! 1' i 5 ‘ i
: , i ' { : j
! : i ; :
Mithunam ; ; | ! 5 : ! t
3 ! N
: ) i ] : :
: } s ‘ f
Karkitakam ; } : ; i E
! l . i | ! i
i - i . k I .
Chingam P i { 3 ? L
: i 3 |_ ; _ E |
Kanni i ] 3 ) ; ‘; :
i Iy ; i
i ‘ i i i
Thulam z- ! ; l ‘ {
; ) : : ! { 5
Vrischikam & i ’
L | |
Dhanu 9 } ; i !
( 1 ! i
i !
Makararmn ! : 3
; ;
Kumbham o !

12, Levels of Living:-

A, Family Consumpt}g& Expenditure

Sl : Items ' Qty. consumed during ? Ratg per | Totai exp,
No. | ! . ' Unit per year
! ; Frevious day | Previous 7 days Prrevious During
— E 30 days 3 vr.
C | ; T, T T
! i
| FOOO ] !
‘ o e :
4 i Cereals f : !
| : i
a | Rice ? ; | ! ;
b Rag : i i
| | |
C i Wheat ' |
i !
d | Ravai " i |
i
e Others ; | I
Specify | i ;
i : ,
2 Pulses i : !
a green gram 3 |
b black gram f
{ i
€' Redgram é !
d Bengai grarm
e Others
(Cowpea
horse gram
etc) ?
!
]




Qr

i3]

[+T3

w33

w o

(L PR

s

EX D I

o

-— R0 g W

w

oW oW

TR e OO YW

var

Qty. consumed during

! Rate per | Total exy.

! pey yes:

Previous day

Previcus 7 davs

Spices and
Cendinents.

Chilliss
Tamering
Turmeric

Others
(Curnin,
Pepper,
Asalocfide)

Sugais &
Starches

Fruits &
Vegetables

Oils & fars

Coconut oil
Ground Hdut ot
Gingsliy oil
Vanaspath
Otners(specify)

Mi < and Milk
Praduces

Butrer milk
mitk

|
1
E
|
|

Otners (specity)
{

Non Vegeritems’

Mutton
Chicken
Fish
Eggs
Pork
Beef

Conventinnal

Necaessities

Coffee |
Tea >beve~
Others'J reges
Betil leaves
Arecandt
Tobacco
Cigaretts
Beedes
Churut

Snuff

Amount spend
in tea shops

Others
(Yoddv Arrack

'

T e U L N S o om e b i Mmoot . P

s -

T 4w e i o R 3

it A Y W 3y i 4 e,

SO

i St g e

s e

it




3). !

No Items , Qty. consumed dusing J Rate rey I Total exg.

Unit £el yeas

During b
a yr

Previous
30 days

t , Previous day I Previous 7 cays l

10 | Houserent

11 | Fuel 8 Lighting

T D S PN |

Kerosine
Woed leg
Match box
Electricity
Others

BT B TNROWR Wre—r——-
e

o 00T

TRt

13 Education
ffor the yeary

ey g

Schoot fees g
Books
Ncres
Writing;
Ma‘arats

2o e

Py
e

14 Clothing and *
oot wear 3 ;

15 Mealth and \
| Medical care ' y
i Medicine f ]
i docters fee
Dthess ! i

o w

6 Losmetics

o TSN,
P

17 ' Eurniture
Iﬁ Ytensis etq.

38 i Trar.spott and
I Commumication,

s Zacial and
Religious 3
2xXpenses.
> Festivat s
b | Marriage !
c Others

>0 Recreations
a Cinima
b drama-
Othars

Repairs &
Maintainance

e oy ——
S T T T Iy KDL T S O IRl T I T IR R b T e

22 Service charges
{washing,
servant etc)

i R

23 Newspaper,. s
Magazine etc. E

24 Other Miscella-
neous. exp:
Non food Yotal

Food and

Non food:
- a _t L ¥ {




B. Non Consumptinn Expenditure
L 13
No. items Monthly Annual

2 Taxes (house tax etc.}

Savings

Others (Specify}

2
3 Interests, Investmerts, Insurance ete.
4

{ Totsl
C. Shelter
a. Type of House Pucca/Kutcha
Tued/ Thatched

b. Present value
c. Qwned/rented
d. No. of rooms to a.garsom
D.  Health and Hygeine
a. Distance to the hospitalf

P. H Centre (in k. m}
b. Access to medical care

othar than hosnpital/ P, H. Centie
c. Extent of preventiom actior

bl

g e

Adults
Shildren
Type of Latrine
Seurce of drinking water
Distance te the source of water (k m
Quatity of water
Diseases (name of disesse snd mandays

iogt during the vear ter each-member)

Leisure-

If oftered employment how many days
in a week you are prepared to wotk

What are your leisure time activities

Aspirations and Values

1 he avel of education you would
like to give to your children

Occupation which you }
aspire for your childrem

Male :
Females

Matric/graduate/Highev

Agrl. lab./Military/Civil Service/Busiress



3, lidebtedness and Savinas C
A, Indebtedness R '

Da _ ) Amount Remarks (Specify
1. No, Agency borrgew?rtg Purpose } Security l Amount Interest rates outstanding sondaga if any)

N D A -
i.
- 14,
> v
(Loans advanced, Jwellery. Cash ir hand, Cash in bank, Kuris etc.)
S. No. Ferm of saving Year Present Value Remarks

LI S S S




(11)

13. Yrade Unien Activities of Respondents

a. Are you a member of any Trade Union? Yes/Ne
b. Name ef the organisations

c. Why did yeu join the organisations?
i) Beneficials to me
ii) Beneficial to the community
iii) Forced to joint
iv) Others
d. Why did not you join the organisation
i} Notinterested
ii) A nuisance
iit) Neot beneficial
iv) Have to pay subscriptions

v) Others

e. How tong you have been a members
of the organisatiens

14. System of wage payment in the locality Cash NI
Agrl Work
Non Agrl Werk
15. Whnich do you prefer !
a) Farm work
b) Non farm work
16. What are the reasons for your prefererce for
a) Farm Work
by Mon farm werk
17. If you de not work on what yau
prefer, give reasons for the same
18  Wages for different kinds of job Male/Female

Farm Work
Canstruction work

Miti/factory work

19  Seasonal variations in wages for
digging
weeding
post harvest
operations

20  Are you adopting any family planning
measures if not specify reasons
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ABESTRE ACT

The study wee undertaken to understand the socio-
economie conditions of agricultural labourers in Palghat
digtrict, The specific objectives of the study were

1. ‘o ptudy the level cof edusation of epricultursl
iabouroxe

2+, To understend Ythe extent of smployment, undey
euployrent and unemploysent

e Te ctuwdy the wore raten ard mode cf paymoent of wages

&, To assers the level cf income, e:xpenditure, levels
of living, savinze, iandebtedness anl other sspects
such as heslth, hygichc aspirations, ete.

Alathur and Chittur Blocke which are havin:s the hichest
rerosntare of sericultursl labourers in the diatriet were
selected for the etudy. One hundred agricultursl labour house-
holde were selecved from four villages belonging to two
rauchoyaths eseh irom & Bleek, adopting a three stage random
saspling.

Unlike other parts of the Country where the najority of
agricultursl labourers belonpged to scheduled castes, only
£ per sent of the selected households belonged $0 scheduled
canten., Leventy three per cent belonzed t¢ Ishave and the



rest to Muslim comnmunlities. The sex retio worked ocut for
the sanmple ae a whole was 992 which was quite contradictory
to the pattern for the district as well ag the State,

The averase family eise for the sample as a whole wes
found to be 5. The lowest income group had the lowest family
size and the higheat income group had the hichent family asise.

It was found that 55.< per cent of the populstion in
the selected householde coustituted the potential labour force
but only #4%0.4 per cent conetituted the asctual working ladbour

force.

The percentaze of literacy of membere in the sge groups
of 2ix yoare and alove was 52.01 which wem delow that of the
glatrict ag well ae the Htstes. The perecentsze of literacy
0of fenales wae less than males ot all levels of education.

For the senple ar 8 whole the average uunber ¢f e¢arners
woriked cut ag 2.47 end the dependenoy ratio wes 1,02,

Average anuéal eunployment per household for the sample
as a whole wag found to be 170,65 nan days of whioch 77.5 per
cent was in agriculture. The sverage annual employment per
worker asg found to be 79.85 san days which wae very low.
The gevcre drought which affecetad the erop during the reference
period, larsze scale use of tractors, {ragmentation of lsnd,



use of high ylelding warietles, labour saviog tectics of
farmers, etc. wore the poseible ressonas identified for the
low lev=l of enployment per person.

The monthe of Kerkkitskem and Chingen were identified
se the lean nmonths and the months Fdavas, Kanni and Tulen
were identified as prak monthe se far as ewmployuent in agrie

culture ie concerped.

Kearly 8O per cent of the workers received enploynent
for lees then 120 days wbich indicsted that the bulk of the
workers remsined unemployed for about 8 monthe in a yesr.

It wae aleo found that none of the workers wae fully
employedy 1.4 per cent of then was noierately under employed,
98.6 per cent was severely under employed. The averagze level
of upder exployment for the sample aer g whole wos 6G.%57 perx
cent of the totnl evailshle rman daye. nder ecployment per
aon unit wee ©6.51 per cent of the total availahle man daye
pes can unit. It was ealeo found that 10.51 per cent of the
potential labour force was unemployed.

The waze rotes of labourers reanged from Re,10/- to
Rg 15/~ in the cnse of molas and Fe.5/~ to Re.?/= in the case
of foneles for cmployment in szriculture. YTon non-agricultursl
workers the rates renced from Re.10/= to Re.20/« for cales



and 8.5/~ to "0.8/« for females. Thare was striking ware
differentiols between men and women in both agricultursl and
non-azricultural employnent. Payrmente made in kind rnared

fron 6 to 10 edengashis of paddy for male and 5 to B edanzazhie
0! paddy for females. Harvesting ie paid exclusively 1o xind
and the ghore of the land lord and the labourer ranged fronm
711 to 61 1. It was observed that the incresse in the
real wazee of asgricultural labourers during the neriond from
1971«72 to 1981-82 was only marginal.

Xor the sanple as n whole roughly 80 per rvent of the
$6tal ioncome accrued froo waze enploymens; 57 or csnt from
garicwitural and 44 per cent from nonwagricultuzal ecployeit.
The rest wag irer ofler gsources. The cverare per carxita annual
income for thae zasnpls ag 2 whole was Re.472.3G. The par caplita
per dny income was fouad 0 be EB. 1429 and per lay income per
adult consumption unit was Hs. 1.52. It was nleo obearved that

thexre mas incqunlity 4in She distridution of incone.

Cn an average the households gpent Fe. 2925.78 asunually
of which 62.2 per cent was on food items, It was {ound thnt
ae income increased the preportion of total exzpenditure on food
increased at first and then started declining. i correlation
was observed in the case of nou~focd items to chanres in

incore.



The per capite per day consumption expenditure ranged
£rom Ke1e25 to Kea.2.01, the averare for the sacple ss &
whole being LRaete5%4s The consumption expsnditure per ‘iay
per consunption unit wags Re.1.82 for the sample as a whole.
It =ae slczu found that all the householde in semple were
below poverty line.

The per hourehold incoze wae fcund to be insufficient
to meet Hhe per household concumpticn expendituze in any of
the lacome proupe oxeept in income group 15. Hegative saving
wag aoticed in 94 per cent of the ho.seholdes. The detficit

/
per blousehold for the sample ss & whole was 18.503.05.
/

/' Cn an averace for the sssple ae & whole indebtedness
ygé fanily and per capita were found to be Re.832,30 and
;§R,1ﬁﬁ.&ﬁ res;ectively. Indebtodngue per household or per
capita 414 not show any correlation to cheoeset in the per
houoshold incone. The highest perecntaze of indedbtedness
wea found %9 be incurred for meeting congumpiion expenses

followed by social end peliglous funectione.

"oty elcht sexr cent of the bouses of the labourers was
found $0 be kutchs cnes. Ceventy twe per cent vwes tiled and
the rest thatched, On an average the number of rooms availse

le rer household wan 2.62.



It was found that sll the selected households had
accepsibility to hogpitals at distance ranzing from lese
than 1 kn to more than 2 kn.

Unly %wo per cent of the households had their own source
of drinking water and the rest had to depend on pudlie taps,
public or private wells and tenks. Similarly only 2 per cent
of households had latrines,

The punber cf nen Jdaye lost Jue to diseaces per fanmily
wag found to he L4685, Only the days lost juring pesk seseons

were token inte sgcount.

i1t was observed that 77 per cent of the respondente pre=
forrad to have & Jays rest duriog b wesk.

#ith regard tc the edutstional aspirations of respondents
fcr thelr children the zajority of them Jerired high school
educ~tion for thelr sons &nd dsughtere. As fexr as occupstional
sapiraticns are concsarped A).58 per ceut desired povernnent
service for thelr aone while 37.68 per cent had no definite
opinion. For fenale ¢hildren 39.95 per ceat sspired government
gervice while 52,08 per cent hsd no definite opinion.

It was found that 71 per cent of the respondente had
nenbership in trade union orgsnisetione. The Yersla State
Koyegheka Thoghilall Unior was found to be the meet powerful
$rade union orgeniceticn absorbing €9 per cent of the
regpon:ients ag ite members.



	image46240
	image46241
	image46242
	image46243
	image46244
	image46245
	image46246
	image46247
	image46248
	image46249
	image46250
	image46251
	image46252
	image46253
	image46254
	image46255
	image46256
	image46257
	image46258
	image46259
	image46260
	image46261
	image46262
	image46263
	image46264
	image46265
	image46266
	image46267
	image46268
	image46269
	image46270
	image46271
	image46272
	image46273
	image46274
	image46275
	image46276
	image46277
	image46278
	image46279
	image46280
	image46281
	image46282
	image46283
	image46284
	image46285
	image46286
	image46287
	image46288
	image46289
	image46290
	image46291
	image46292
	image46293
	image46294
	image46295
	image46296
	image46297
	image46298
	image46299
	image46300
	image46301
	image46302
	image46303
	image46304
	image46305
	image46306
	image46307
	image46308
	image46309
	image46310
	image46311
	image46312
	image46313
	image46314
	image46315
	image46316
	image46317
	image46318
	image46319
	image46320
	image46321
	image46322
	image46323
	image46324
	image46325
	image46326
	image46327
	image46328
	image46329
	image46330
	image46331
	image46332
	image46333
	image46334
	image46335
	image46336
	image46337
	image46338
	image46339
	image46340
	image46341
	image46342
	image46343
	image46344
	image46345
	image46346
	image46347
	image46348
	image46349
	image46350
	image46351
	image46352
	image46353
	image46354
	image46355
	image46356
	image46357
	image46358
	image46359
	image46360
	image46361
	image46362
	image46363
	image46364
	image46365
	image46366
	image46367
	image46368
	image46369
	image46370
	image46371
	image46372
	image46373
	image46374
	image46375
	image46376
	image46377
	image46378
	image46379
	image46380
	image46381
	image46382
	image46383
	image46384
	image46385
	image46386
	image46387
	image46388
	image46389
	image46390
	image46391
	image46392
	image46393
	image46394
	image46395
	image46396
	image46397
	image46398
	image46399
	image46400
	image46401
	image46402
	image46403
	image46404
	image46405
	image46406
	image46407
	image46408
	image46409
	image46410
	image46411
	image46412
	image46413
	image46414
	image46415
	image46416
	image46417
	image46418

