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/  am extremely pleased to learn that the college magazine 

is getting ready behind the curtain to make its glorious entry as 

ever I consider it as a compendium o f rich campus experiences 

which help all o f us to cherish our yester years. Frankly some of 

the remarks made by our students in the past had guided me in 

building up appropriate facilities in the college.

Any work o f art needs praise, especially when done in an 

extremely tight curricular ambience. To coordinate such an activity 

is real task. I congratulate Sri. Arun Paul. Student Editor and Dr. 

V'5. Sujatha, Staff Editor fo r  achieving the target to the satisfaction 

o f all o f us. I also wish to place on record my sincere appreciation 

to all other organizers and contributors.

Dr. P.K. Rajeevan
Associate Dean

% ' I



Fach issue ol the college Magazine is an illustrated record 
of the activities ol the college during the year which has just passed. 
It is a reflection of the literary talents of the college also. The 
numerically poor strength of the students in College of Horticulture 
has never affected the quality of our college magazine. This year 
also the magazine committee, especially the student editor and the 
staff editor had worked hard to keep up the tradition. M y appreciation 
and congratulations to the magazine committee.

Dr. C. T. Abraham
Assoc. Patron. Students Union
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The measure o f  an institu tion  is not something that  

can he determ ined by looking at a list o f  simple form ulaic  

qualif ie rs . The only way to evaluate  a U n ivers ity  or a 

College is to e x a m in e  the q u a lity  o f  education  th a t it  

provides to its students. Perhaps one o f  the best ways to 

accomplish this is to look at the work the students produce  

w hile  studying at that University or College.

. Si 1

'VAYALPOOKKALthis magazine reflects the thoughts, 

feelings and in te llect o f  the students o f  this college.

I  sincerely regret this delay hut hark  at the notes that 

o ff  the walls o f  this college........
A run Paul 

Student Ed itor
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TRANSFORMATION

Dr. Jayasree Krishnankutty 
Assoc. Professor, 
Dept, of Ag.Extn.

The autumn leaves fall in clumps 
Leaving dark silhouettes of the bare branches 
A whiff of a fragrance wafts through the air 
There for a fraction, then gone forever 
The silent moon rising above the horizon 
Drenches the still life down below

In a soft, ethereal glow.
The first stars twinkle in relay 
The magnificent, invisible doois open wide 
Through the celestial passage 
Trodden only by the heaven bound 
Like a dark, dreamy eyed angel 
The night gently descends.

Catching her long robes of black sheen 
She waltzes around the meadows.

The gently folding hills
Come alive at the touch other flowery feet
The valley wakes up to a
Plethora of nightlife

The waters of the river gleam,
With molten silver lining.

-The sheer beauty other dew fresh face 
Unfolds in the streaming, overflowing moonlight-

The living and the nonliving 
Caught alike in the wonder 
Bow their heads in rapturous surrender

The world becomes another place 
Where the vain, burdensome humanity 
No longer rules.



"A day would come when vou 
would walk through the large 
white gates, on the lonely white 
path with dry leaves dancing in 
the air, trees swaying with the 
breeze, away from the place 
where sm iles were shared, 
hearts broken, tears split... 
Passing out, you would feel the 
essence of unknown emotions... 
Then you would step into the 
empty classrooms where only 
memories would be there for 
your company...You would feel 
that HEAVEN was here just years 
before''.....

We Horticos have a I wavs a'med 
at excellence m academics 
indicated by the high number r  
our students acquiring Ju re . 
Research  Fellowsh ; s 
professionalism in extra-turriculai 
activities, indicated by our high!, 
acclaimed participate n Art 
Festivals. But personally,: fee! we 
lack a dream or a vision We 
excel in achieving she rt tern 
goals, but lack a long to r am

Take the case of our areers 
including mine. One of rm, 
seniors admitted that r is onlv 
after a year of graduation thaf 
the picture of "what-we-wanna 
be", become clear. Thus is a 
bewilderment that seen s to be 
faced especially by graduates 
who want a job right afte- 
degree. Frankly, this group 11 
confused at their role in this 
society. From banc officers tc 
marketing personnel, the mie o' 
the agri-graduate seems tc 
depict a diffused image The 
uncertainty over the profile anc 
level of work, coupied with 
myths like the 'sanctity' 0 work 
culture has led to man 
horn the retail sectoi to be 
declined by us. To be cr hca of 
my respected teachers, i thru 
very few  of them have 
encouraged us to m *01 
employment in the corporau 
sector.

I would also blame sue hi a hascc 
on our lethargy. It is sad that an 
easily avoidable hah it is affecting 
our careers. It is a habit that 
forms in the second st mester 
and extends even after 
graduation. The reasor nay bo 
attributed to over-abundance of

The description of an orkut 
community of a batch of our 
college goes like this. Stepping 
into the empty classrooms of my 

life, I feel the 
essence of 
those mem­
ories. But it 
took me 
four years 
and two 
months to 
realise how 
letharg ic I 
have been 
over that 
time. If I 
blame it on 
the lethargic 
nature of 
our course, 
with possibly 
no work to 
do between 

the examinations, it is an easy 
escape. It is true that Horticos, 
generally, study only on the days 
prior to examinations! But, with 
a pretty good OGPA (considering 
the level of non-academic 
activities), I guess I have done 
as well as I could on the 
academic front.

Avinash D
Cpiil I i,’S

,w>,- V W.-m



time at our disposal. With the 
advent of electives in the 
seventh semester and excess 
time at your disposal, this sends 
alarm signals. Everyone would 
be more than interested to 
sleep off the free time or to do 
unconstructive act vities.

As stated earlier, this lethargy is 
an easily avoidable habit and 
following are some suggestions 
to do the same:

Start planning early
After you get a feel of the 
course, it is time to plan your 
future. The ideal time for this is 
the fourth or the fifth semester. 
Start by deciding on the general 
area to which you want to 
divert. The diversity of the areas 
to which we are aole to move, 
often becomes our nemesis, 
because we are confused about 
our role (as stated earlier). By 
the time vou are n your sixth 
semester, it is hign time to be 
more specific. If you are 
planning to go for research, 
choose your subject of choice. 
If you want to pursue 
management, assess the best 
option suited to you. Even if you 
are ready for a job after 
graduation, try to be specific to 
choose among banking, input- 
marketing, retail, agribusiness 
etc. I bet no one has tried to be 
specific in the case of a 
prospective job, but it is worth 
a try. Starting sixth semester, it 
is time to go into 'future tense'! 
If you wait for the end of the All 
India Tour, then there is not 
much of time eft. The 
advantage of planning early is 
that the long wait for an 
opportunity after graduation

can be avoided. You can pass 
out, ready to face the world

Have a dream
It is sometimes important to 
have a dream. I have seen some 
plans that were made without a 
dream, failing. Attaching a dream 
to a plan means that you will 
never move away from your 
goal. For example, if you wish to 
pursue your career in research, 
your plans will certainly be aimed 
at acquiring a JRF or a foreign 
Assistantship. If you dream of 
the career of a researcher, with 
you solving tne problems of the 
farmers through your research, 
then I am damn sure you will not 
change course from your path. 
Sometimes your dream can be 
your sole motivation.

Career Clubs
It is important to have career 
clubs. At the outset, it may seem 
that the implementation may be 
difficult, but let us make them 
loose ended and unofficial.
This will be of help, especially to 
students who desire to move 
onto the corporate sector, 
because it wi i help them develop 
skills like communicating ability, 
teamwork and comprehension 
ability.

Hone your hobbies
It is extremely important to have 
hobbies. I was unfortunate 
because I could not acquire any 
nobby from my college life. 
Neither could I hone any of my 
hobbies. Reading is on the 
hobbies list: in my CV, but I 
confess I have read less number 
of books in the past four years 
than ever in my life. Philately is 
off the list! Hobbies can kill

lethargy. I find many of my 
friends interested in Western 
Music, but have seen only two 
of them in my entire college life, 
playing guitar, We have many 
friends who sing well, but very 
few of them know carnatic music. 
The time you spend in the 
evenings is good enough to hone 
your hobbies. If you are 
interested in arts, your 'learning 
more of your art' could earn 
valuable points in Arts Festivals. 
It is refreshing to see a change in 
the sports scenario, and such fine 
tunings have to be sustained in 
the long run.

Value your leisure
Honing you" hobbies adds value 
to your leisure. There is no kick 
in relaxing so much that you get 
tired of relaxing1 If you are able 
to add value to your leisure, you 
have killed /our lethargy. I£ you 
are craving to relax for a few 
minutes before doing a hectic 
task, you are more likely to relax 
a lot better.

Enjoy friendship
Friendship can be enjoyed not 
only on a drink, but also on a cup 
of coffee1 It ’s the best period of 
your lives and have lots of fun.

The windy afternoons under the 
umbrella in Salkara, with the trees 
dancing in tne air, the flyover that 
symbolically bridges the divide, 
the hauntec castle Pamba, where 
we lived together, the smiles and 
the tears are all behind me. 
Stepping out of that wonderful 
world, I feel I could've made more 
out of my four years, Don't feel 
the same after you pass out!!
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CATARACT

Tied down, im m ersed and thrashing 
W ithin a sea of chaos and oblivion. 

Static, yet gasping and  crashing 
Headlong into a void of a million 

Sublime dream s and futile gnashing 
Of a hapless and countless minion.

Pathos percolates as an invasive gloom 
Like stygian clouds tha t om inously loom 

G ather and grow till the sun it can consume.
They grovel still, the servitude m ultitude 

Indoctrinated with fabricated lies to brood, 
From  senile ‘leaders’ revelling in feud.

A m undane dusk to an exalted dawn. 
Clouds to part and sunlight to reveal. 
Repine, they wait and  stifle a yawn. 

W on’t they ever arise and show zeal? 
Instead of being a perpetual pawn. 

Can’t they rise and never ever kneel?

■ V
■

Shanil N S 
Sopanam’05
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"Regular please", Akash ordered, The waiter bowed 
and left.
He liked coming to this hotel. The ambience, the dim 
lights, the peace and quiet (but for the occasional 
brawl) and the soothing music. He was transported to 
a different world. A respite from the routine day-to- 
day activities. Here he was one among the many. 
Unnoticed and undisturbed. He waited for his drink. His 
thoughts, meanwhile, meandered.

* * * * * *  I * * * * * * * * * # : * * # * * * * * : *

There was none like Meera. She was young, vivacious 
and charming. She was no extra-ordinary beauty. A plain 
Jane, if you will. But anyone would take note of her. A 
smile forever plastered on her face, a song forever on 
her lips. Music was her life.
It was no surprise then, that Akash did not fail to notice 
her. He didn't realize when she had not only moved 
into the next house, but also into his heart.

How did it  begin7
Music...music it was. It was the one thing that drew 
him close to Meera. Though a very mediocre singer, he 
was an avid fan of old Hindi songs. She was his voice. 
When she sang his favourite songs, the lilt in her voice 
enamoured him.

"Akash u n c le " Meera called out, "We sha ll m eet 
tom orro w ”.

VINITHA VALSALAN 
SPARKLES 03

Forbid
Fruit

That was the only problem Uncle He was m.-med 
and a good fifteen years elder to Meera. And he 
despised it.

Whenever she was free, Meera would come over to 
his house. He knew that his wife, Malim, was also fond 
of Meera. The couple was childless and Meera was 
the only solace in Malini's life. Her incessant talks and 
music filled the barren house. In the evenings, he 
and Meera would settle down to a session of rusic 
and movies. She would eagerly devour the am ■ dotes 
he narrated. And she would sing songs and mesmerize 
him.
One day, his heart quelled the doubts that disturbed 
his mind. Yes!
He was in love- with Meera.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
"Your drink, Sir", the waiter announced. It disturbed 
Akash from his reverie. He nodded and the waiter 
took leave. As he took his first sip, his thoughts 
loitered. He picturised that particular evening in his 
mind. He remembered it distinctly; like it haa happened 
yesterday.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Malini had left for the temple. She would be late she 
said. She would stop at Shyama's place on the way 
back. They had to go shopping. Akash found t an 
extremely pleasant proposition. Now only if Meera 
would come.

And she did. "Where's Malim aun ty7" she engc red 
"She's gone to the temple". Akash replied. A c cole 
of songs later, Meera suggested, " I guess I ■-> ouic 
lea ve



"One more song Meera", Akash requested. And that 
one song made all the difference.

Aaj jaane ki zidd na karo 
Yunhi pehlu mein baithe raho 

Aaj jaane ki zidd na karo 
Haay mar jaayenge, hum to lu t jaayenge 

Aisi baatein kiya na karo 
Aaj jaane ki zidd na karo

Akash was moved beyond words. Farida Khanum 
seemed to mouth his sentiments. And Meera, with her 
eyes half-closed, stirring passionately with every harkat 
in the song aroused in him feelings he had bottled for 
long. She continued...

Waqt ki qaid mein zindagi hai magar 
Chand ghadiyan yehi hai jo  aazad hai 

Inko kho kar mere jaan-e-jaan 
Umr bhar na taraste raho 
Aaj jaane ki zidd na karo

He didn't want to (epent not trying. He touched 
Meera's hand. She stopped singing and opened her 
eyes, to find his hand on hers. Akash couldn't hold his 
thoughts back any longer. They tumbled out like stones 
rolling down a steep slope. He felt like a well-shaken 
champagne bottle that had just been unplugged. 
Everything was out in a moment, with a lot of fizz and 
very less remained to be said. After this barrage of 
words, he felt exhausted yet exhilarated. Finally relieved 
to get it off his chest. Meera just listened. And then 
she smiled. She feit as if someone had put her thoughts 
into words. She had felt a strange attraction to Akash 
And then the moment had revealed it - the feelings 
were mutual. Akash couldn't believe it. She echoed 
his sentiments. From then on, their rendezvous took 
another flavour.

The next thing she knew, Akash had almost embraced 
her. He felt his heart thumo hard. He had almost 
engulfed her in his warmth. But he froze. His eyes fell 
on their photo. Him and Malim. Together and happy. A 
pang of guilt confounded him.

Meera snorted. ''Thought o f your wife, d idn 't you?”  she 
mocked him. Something he could not deny. He remained 
silent. She stepped back and continued, "T h is  
relationship has no future. It's  a dead end. Cul-de-sac. 
You have your family and that is your priority. I  w ill have 
one in the future; tha t w ill be mine. Why fall into a p it 
w ith  eyes open? This w ill be labe lled  as in fide lity, 
promiscuity and what no tl I  will be called the seductress 
and marriage-wrecker. I  am the woh in Pati, patni aur 
woh. Can a taw aa if ever become the w ife ?77" And 
she laughed at her own self-depreciatory joke.

"f may have a place in your heart, but none in your life. 
This is a forbidden fruit, Akash. Don't taste it. You will 
live to repent it."

"It's  not meant to be, Akash. Just not meant to be." 
She continued. "J have a career to pursue, in singing. 
One day, I  will be a famous singer. Remember me then. " 
Saying this, she left his house. And his life.

+ * * * *
"Your drink Sir." Oh yes...he had ordered one ’ Thanks" 
he replied. The waiter left him to himself. He had always 
wondered. Was it true iove; A heightened sense of 
admiration? Or a passing infatuation? He would never 
know. She never gave it a chance. But he could never 
forget her.

Ek turn hi nahi tanha 
Ulfat mein mere ruswa 
Ulfat mein mere ruswa

; f  *  *  *  -* * * * . - * - ■ +  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

The waiter appeared again. Akash ordered the next 
drink

fV/iere had things gone w rong?

Ah yes! He recollected...

4 4 4:4 4
Maiini had gone to her native place. He was alone. And 
Meera had come along, as usual.
There was a particularly uncomfortable silence between 
them that day. Tension was palpable in the air. She 
started to sing...

Piya tose naina laage re 
Naina laage re 

Jaane kya ho ab aage re...

Meera stiil had that lilt to her voice. Akash opened his 
eyes and saw her sing; with her eyes half-closed. Years 
had added grace and depth to her singing. He smiled 
sadly. For ail her ambitions, she was relegated to a 
singer...at a hotel, But he knew she was horn to sing 
for him. Forever.

Is shehar mein turn jaise  
Deew'ane hazaron hai 
Deewane hazaron hai

In aankhon ke masti ke
Mastane hazaaron hai....

He closed his eyes and reclined in his chair. He drifted 
into a world of his own. Where all his dreams came



POSTMODERNISM
IN

AGRICULTURE
I)r. C. George Thomas, Professor o f Agronom y

Modernism and post-modernism are phenomena 
related to philosophical, economic, scientific, and 
social facets of life copied from the West. In  fact, 
the term ‘postm odernism ’ was coined in 1949 to 
describe a dissatisfaction w ith modern architecture, 
leading to the postmodern architecture movement. 
Later, the term was extended to several movements 
in art, music, literature, and the like that reacted 
against modern movements, which are typ ically 
marked by re v iva l of trad itio n a l elem ents and 
techn iques. Po stm od ern ism  is opposed to 
‘Enlightenm ent’, a general attitude fostered in the 
17:h and 18"' cen tu ries , w h ich  aim s to replace 
superstiL ion  and a u th o r ity  o f tra d itio n s  and 
established religions through critical reasoning and 
scientific methods. Postmodernists are disillusioned 
w ith  the v ic to rious  v iew  of science d ispe lling  
ignorance and making the world a belter place, and 
instead, they prefer traditional knowledge and local 
practices, most of which are not led by rational and 
scientific criteria . In  the post-modernists’ world, 
tru th  become re la tive , and often, knowledge is 
replaced by interpretation.

Postm odernist's view of the shortcomings 
of the modern w orld  leads them  into a rad ical 
denunciation of modern science itself! They assert 
that modern science is actually just one culture- 
bound way to learn about nature. They argue that 
the content of all knowledge is socially constructed; 
that is, the theories and laws of modern science are 
ju s t co n stru ctio n s  by the  W es te rn ers , s im p ly  
reflecting the ir dom inant in terests and cultural 
biases. This perspective lias numerous sympathizers 
am ong the e n v iro n m e n ta lis ts  and fem in is t 
movements, who call for “ alternative sciences".

Postmodern outlook on art, literature, or 
even socia l sciences m ay be harm less, and 
sometimes beneficial for the society. However, the

problem is w hether we can have a postmodern 
outlook on natural sciences with ‘alternate sciences’ 
based on tra d itio n , ind igenous knowledge, or 
re ligious customs. W h a t makes modern science 
universal is that it has progressively learned how 
to learn better, or how to correct itself through 
socially institutionalized ways of subjecting existing 
knowledge to empirical tests W ith postmodernism, 
this ecumenical, universaiistic view of science ends

In  Ind ia , people like Vandana Shiva and 
Claude A lvares critic ize  modern science mainly 
because of its ' reduct ionism' .  Reductionism is an 
approach to understanding the nature of complex 
things by reducing them to the interactions if their 
parts, or to simpler or more fundamental things. 
The  idea o f redu ction ism  was in troduced by 
D escartes in his D iscourses < 1 fi37 1. Descartes 
argued that the world was like a machine, its pieces 
like clockwork mechanisms, and that the machine 
could be understood by tak ing  its pieces apart, 
studying them, and then putting them hack together 
to see the larger picture. Reductionist thinking and 
methods are the basis for many of the well-developed 
areas of modern science. A high degree of such 
reduction is essential to science, else it would he 
im possible to determ ine s ign ificant versus not 
s ign ifican t m easurem ents, d ifferences between 
apparatus  and o f experim en ts  etc S c ie n tif ic  
reductionism is most often used to describe tat idea 
that all phenomena can be reduced to scn-nt il’ic 
explanations. The denial of reductionist ideas is 
often called ‘h o l i s m ’, the idea that things can have 
properties as a whole that are not explainable from 
the properties of their parts. Many people who are 
opposed to science use the words “ reductionism" 
and “ reductionist" too often to condemn w) at ever 
they dislike most about modern science.



The criticism of post-modernists on science 
and technology is not limited to uses or abuses of 
science, they question the very basic content and 
m ethodology of science. They  extended th e ir  
criticisms to modern agricultural movements such 
as ‘green revolution' and came up with postmodern 
‘a lte rna te ’ models based on deep  ecology  and 
ecofeminism,  two controversial postmodern anti­
science thoughts. A l t e r n a t i v e  a g r i c u l t u r e , a 
term usually used by post-modernists and N G O ’s, 
generally refers to agricultural practices that are 
d iffe ren t from  those used in co n ven tio n a l 
agriculture. For them, most ethnic or traditional 
practices followed in agriculture in India can be 
accepted without subjecting 
to empirical tests! This is the 
logic behind p rom oting  
organ ic  fa rm in g , n a tu ra l 
farm ing, b iodynam ic  
farming. Homa farm ing or 
even ‘System  of R ice  
Intensification’ as alternate 
models. These view s, if  
accepted, will be disastrous.

Rost- m o d ern  g r e e n  
id e o lo g ie s

P o s t  modern ideas 
could be found in almost all 
spheres of human activity.
[van Illicli is a familiar figure 
am ong rad ica l e n v iro n m ­
ental groups, who questioned 
the role of the educational 
system with his deschooling 
theory iDeschooling Society. 1971). He also called 
for de-medicalization (Limit* to Medicine: Medical 
Nemesis. 1976) questioning the role of the modern 
medical system and medicines.

Post-modernism in agricu lture actually 
began w ith the publication of the book ‘S ilent 
Sp rin g ’ by Rachel Carson (1962) and after the 
phenomenal success of Green revolution in third 
world countries. Prom inen t post modern ideas 
re la ted  to a g r icu ltu re  are lifeb oa t eth ics, 
bioregionalism, deep ecology, and ecofeminism.

Lifeboat eth ics

The term ‘lifeboat ethics' was first used 
by Garrett Hardin, a renowned American human 
ecology Professor, in his 1974 essay “Living on a 
Lifeboat” . His earlier essay. “The Tragedy of the 
Commons” first appeared in Science (H ard in ,

1968), is also very famous and sparked intense 
debates.

Hardin says that there is a fundamental 
error in the sharing ethics in that it leads to the 
tragedy of the commons. Under a system of private 
property, the individual or group of individuals who 
own property recognize their responsibility to care 
for it. for if they do not, they will eventually suffer. 
For example, a farmer will not allow more cattle 
in a pasture than its carrying capacity justifies. If  
he overloads the pasture, weeds take over, erosion 
sets in, and the owner loses in the end. However, 
if a pasture is run as a commons open to all, the

righ t of each to use it is not m atched by tin 
operational responsibility to take care of it. There 
is no point in asking independent herdsmen to act 
responsibly, for they dare not. The appreciative 
herdsm an who re fra in s  from  overload ing  the 
commons suffers more than a selfish one who says 
his needs are greater. In  an overpopulated world 
of less than perfect human beings, mut ual ruin is 
inevitable in t he commons. This is the core of the 
‘tragedy of the commons'. According to Hardin, 
there is pollution of a ir and water as these are 
treated as commons.

Hardin argues that if a lifeboat's carrying 
capacity is exceeded, everyone dies. Therefore, it 
is suicidal for the people on a lifeboat to allow the 
unfortunate drowning people to board it, as helping 
those drowning people threatens the people already 
on the lifeboat. Moreover, it is not going to aid 
the drowning in the end. For example, if  the lifeboat



has a capacity of 50 people and that there are now 
40 people on board, is it possible to allow anymore 
individual to board the boat? Suppose there are 100 
people in the water. I f  all are allowed to board the 
life boat, he argues, we get ‘‘complete justice, but 
complete disaster,”  i.e., everybody w ill be drowned. 
There is a possibility to let 10 aboard, but the choice 
is difficult. Further, it is not proper to fill all berths 
as a safety factor in case of possible emergencies.

Post-modernists apply the ‘lifeboat ethics' 
example to movements like green revolution. They 
point out that green revolution artificially boosted 
the c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  (K)  of ea rth  through 
unsusta inab le  a g r icu ltu ra l p ractices. C a rry in g  
capacity refers to the number of individuals that 
can be supported w ithout degrading the natural, 
cultural, and social environm ent; that is, without 
reducing the ability of the environment to sustain 
the desired quality of life over the long term. Food 
imports and food aids (e.g., P L  480), provide only 
short-term relief.

Most organisms can do little to change the 
carrying capacity of their environments, but humans 
can! I f  food is not ava ilab le  in a region, we can 
purchase it from another region by paying cash or 
kind. In te n s ive  a g r ic u ltu re  coupled w ith  
technolog ica l advances increased the effective  
carrying capacity of earth for humans. For example, 
the increases in food production due to the adoption 
of modern farm ing  m ethods in  poor countries 
allowed many people, who would otherwise have 
starved, to survive and to have children. W hat does 
this ind ica te? From  one perspective, the green 
revolution or modern farming has been humane; it 
has kept people from s ta rv in g . However, from 
another perspective, it has been inhum ane and 
cruel! W hile humane in the short term, it has only 
aggravated the long-term suffering, in that it has 
allowed more people to live and have children than 
would have otherwise been the case. According to 
this cruel view, it would be wrong to increase food 
supply in the developing world! Let the nature do 
the work of restraining the human population as in 
the case of other species!

B io r e g io n a l i s m

The  m ovem ent called  b i o r e g i o n a l i s m  
emerged in the 1970's is also based on the concepts 
of carrying capacity to counter the overexploitation 
of earth through practices such as modern farming. 
The term appears to have originated from the works 
of Peter Berg and Raym ond Dasmann. The term

‘bioregionalism' is used to describe an approach 
to political, cu ltural, and environm ental ssues 
based on na tu ra lly-d e fin ed  regional areas, 
consisten t w ith  the concept o f bioregions. A 
bioregion  is defined in terms of the uniqui overall 
pattern of natural characteristics that are found 
in a specific place. The major features are generally 
found throughout a continuous geographic terrain 
and include a particular climate, local asn< ets of 
seasons, landforms. watersheds, soils, and native 
plants and animals. People are also counted as an 
integral aspect of a bioregion as can be seen in 
the eco log ica lly  ad ap tive  cu ltu res  of early  
inhabitants.

People with bioregionalist perspective seek 
to understand the boundaries of the bioregion that 
they live in; become fam ilia r w ith  the unique 
ecology of the bioregion; eat locally grown os- 
gathered foods where possible; use local materials 
where possible; cultivate plants that are native t 
the region and live sustainably in a way taat is 
specifically tailored to the bioregion. According 
to the perspective of bioregionalism, each region 
of the world should support only as many people, 
as it is able to, on its own. That is, each region or 
country should support only as large a population 
as its own resource base will allow. In other words, 
each region should  support on ly as lagge a 
population as its own resource base will allow 
Let. others perish!

D eep  ecology'

The word ‘ecology’ is used to refer io the 
study of interrelationships between organisms and 
th e ir  environm ent, ‘Deep ecology’ is a w ider 
concept. The phrase 'deep ec o lo gy ’ wfas coined 
by Arne Naess, a Norwegian philosopher in 1972. 
who gave it. a theoretical foundation. In the 1960s. 
h av in g  read R ach e l C arso n 's  book S i l e n t  
S p r i n g ’, A rne Naess, applied his philosophical 
skills to understand the ecological crisis and its 
resolution.

‘Deep ecology’ is different from ■scientific 
ecology’ , the study of the inter-relationships 
between o rgan ism s and th e ir  env ironm ent, 
usually taught in academic institutions In deep 
ecology, we experience ourselves as part f the 
liv ing  earth find ing our role in protecting the 
planet. In this approach, the relationship is more 
of an involved participant, who feels connected 
with and part of the world around them. Deep 
ecologists consider scientific ecology as "shallow



ecology." For A rn e  Naess, s c ie n t if ic  ecology, 
concerned w ith  facts and logic alone, cannot 
answer ethical questions about, how we should live. 
For this, we need ecological wisdom. Deep ecology 
seeks to develop th is  by focusing  on d e e p  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  d e e p  q u e s t i o n i n g  and d e e p  
co m m i tm en t . These constitute an interconnected 
system. Each gives rise to and supports the other, 
whilst t.hf entire system is. what Naess would call, 
an eeosophy.

The central idea of deep ecology is that we 
are part of the earth , rat Iter than  apart and 
separate from it. This idea is in contrast to the 
dominant ind ividualism  of our cu ltu re , where 
seeing ourselves as separate from 
our world makes it easier not to be 
bothered by what’s happening in it.
Naess- state? that the right of all life 
Conns to live is a un iversal right 
which cannot be q uan tified . No 
singie species of liv ing  being has 
more of this particular right to live 
than any other species,

The political philosophy of 
deep ecolngx has been criticized as 
"ecofascism”. A major criticism is 
tha t deep ecology is h igh ly  
antihuman, as it advocates a large 
reduction in hum an population.
Deep eco log ists ' v iew s on the 
natural role of'epidemic disease and 
fam ine have been in te rp re ted  
negatively to support this position.
To counti r lias, deep ecologists says 
that population reduction can be achieved by 
lowering birth rates. They also say that scarcity 
increases value and excessively high populations 
decrease the va lue  of the hum an in d iv id u a l. 
W hatever be the claims, the works of most deep 
ecologists are against the interest of the populous 
third world and the poor

E c o fe m in ism

Elcofeminism or ecological feminism is a 
fusion between feminism and environmentalism. 
The term  was coined in 1974 by F ran co ise  
d ’Eaubonne to represent the union of the radical 
ecology movement, ‘deep ecology’, and ‘feminism’. 
It is a philosophy and movement born from the 
belief that the social m entality that leads to the 
domination and oppression of women is directly 
connected to the social mentality that leads to the

abuse of the environment. They argue that men 
try to dominate both nature and women Naturally, 
then, women and the e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s  should be 
united in their struggle to change Lho way people 
view na tu re  and the wav they view  women. 
Ecofemmists have the same principals and views 
of the classical fem in ists, but they in fuse an 
environmentalist attitude with their views.

Eeo fem in is ts  have insp ired  o ther 
environmental movements as well. Animal rights, 
social ecology, bio reg iona lism , and other 
m ovem ents have come from fem inist efforts. 
Ecofeminism states that male ownership of land 
has led to a dominator culture iread patriarchy),

which lead to food export, over-grazing, the ‘tragedy 
of the commons’, exploitation of people, and an 
abusive land ethics, in which animals and land are 
valued only as economic resources

Many feminists make a verbal connection 
between domination of women and domination of 
nature. They point to the linguistic links between 
oppression of women and land, such as the terms, 
“ rape the land", “ tame nature," and “ reap nature’s 
bounty.” Term s also express nature as feminine 
(using the pronoun ‘'she" and the term “ mother 
nature” ) and women as “ w ild" and “ untamed” (like 
nature). The degradation of nature contributes to 
the deg radation  o f wom en. Fo r exam ple, 
monoculture of cash crops lead to intensification 
o f pestic ide  use, resource  dep letion , and 
m a rg in a liz a tio n  o f the subsistence farm ers, 
e spec ia lly  wom en, to the h ills id es  and less 
p rod uctive  land, w h ere  defo restation  and



cu ltiva tio n  led to soil erosion fu rth e rin g  the 
environmental degradation that hurts their own 
productivity.

There are many critics of ecofeminism. 
Fem in is t and social ecologist Ja n e t  B ieh l has 
criticized ecofeminism as idealist, focusing too 
much on the idea of a mystical connection with 
nature and not enough on the actual conditions 
of women. Some people say that any connection 
between women and nature equally holds for men. 
and that man’s connection to the environment is 
as natural as woman’s. Others say that all forms 
of oppression cannot simply be related by their 
nature, and some even contend that ecofeminism 
further oppresses women.

C o n clu sio n

One should approach the post modern 
ideas very critically. Post-modernist ideas are of 
little help to tide over the present crisis humanity 
laces, be it from environm ental degradation or 
from food crisis. The  critic ism  of science and 
technology should be directed towards uses or 
abuses of science rather than questioning the very 
basic content and methodology of science. There 
is no meaning in criticizing modern agricultural
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movements such as ‘green revolution and use -thing 
all the sustainability problems to it. They >h<»ui i 
realize that the problems arose mainly because t 
the never ending “ development suree” at human 
creature without scant regard to their brethren ana 
the nature.

Po st-m o d ern is ts  try  to promote 
“ alternative agriculture’’, a term generally used to 
refer agricultural practices that are different I mm 
those used in “ conventional agriculture For them, 
most ethnic nr trad itiona l practices followed r 
ag r icu ltu re  in In d ia  can be accepted w ithout 
sub jecting  those to em p ir ica l tests! A though 
‘a lte rn a te ’ fa rm in g  m ethods such as organic 
farm ing have been suggested as remedies by the 
post modernists criticizing reductionist movement-: 
like green revolution, these are not going to solve 
the problem of hunger in a highly populated count rv 
like India where population growth surpasses food 
production growth. The only hope is in sustainable 
a g r icu ltu ra l p ractices  using agro-ecological 
approaches rather than post-modern ideas Kxperts 
are pinning the ir hopes on nanotechnology a rc  
biotechnology too.
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Once the night O IL  we 
teel iike sleeping. Our body 
becomes week and inoperative, 
eves si.m  closing and mind 
blank out for many hours every 
night. Th is is because the 
internal clock in our brain 
gives a signal to the body at 
night to stop its routine works 
and forget everyth ing  for a 
certain period of time. Sleep is 
necessary for all human beings 
to work normally. When we are 
deprived ol sleep for more than 
one night we feel many 
problems with our body and 
brain. A person who lias not 
slept for three nights may 
com plain o f itchy eyes and 
seeing double.

'D ream s are the 
guardians ol our sleep' was a 
common opinion during the time 
of Sigmund Freud, One dreamt.

S H IN O JY  K .C  
2005 M .Sc. Extension

in order not to wake up. If there 
was any disturbance arising in 
tiu* v ic in ity  of a sleeper, the 
brain would weave the dream so 
that the individual could not be 
awakened. We dream several 
times each sleep session, in 
‘active sleep’ as distinct from 
'quiet sleep". A c tive  sleep 
involves short rapid brain waves, 
irregular heart beats, and rapid 
eve movement behind closed 
eyelids. Rapid eye movement 
(R E M ) is usually associated with 
dream ing, though they may 
occur independently of it. 
Dreaming starts after an initial 
period of 'quiet sleep".

Dreams belong to our 
most personal experiences. In 
dreams our concealed wishes 
and fears, events of the day, 
anxiety and planning for the

future, and those lovable as 
well as bitter memories mix up 
in strange ways. Dreams have 
their own language. There 
won't be any word and speech 
in dreams but scenes, symbols 
and signs. Each and every 
person has his/her own 
meaning to a dream hut only a 
few can interpret the same

There are two se ts  of 
meanings to each dream - the 
latent and the manifest. The true 
message that our unconscious 
tries to convey to the conscious 
personality  is the latent 
meaning. T his message emerges 
from the rock bottom of our 
unconscious mind and gets 
translated into sym bolic 
im agery to meet the 
consciousness in dream form. 
This im agery comprises the 
manifest meaning of the dream.



Bui the question is why our 
unconscious mind uses symbols 
to convey messages to the 
conscious personality. Dream 
experts believe that we dream 
in symbols because that is the 
language o f our
unconsciousness.

it is very d ifficu lt to 
know exactly whether we are 
dreaming of a present, past or 
future event, because our 
unconscious mind does not 
d ifferentiate between time 
spans, and hence does little to 
distinguish between the past, 
future and the present. But we 
can ascertain time in dreams by 
observing the position o f the 
dream objects. For instance, 
objects that approach the 
dreamer denote the future and 
preceding objects, the past. 
And the resting objects denote 
the present.

Everyone dreams but 
may not remember them. 
However, sometimes we have a 
thin remembrance of a dream 
we see. Sut there are some 
dreams that repeat themselves 
time and again and we do 
remember them. We can note 
down the details of such dreams 
because they tell us a lot of 
things. more vu lnerab le  
information, and carry hidden 
messages to us. A good dream 
gives us a good start of a new 
day. The most important aspect 
of a dream is its atmosphere or 
mood or the feeling of st. Check 
it whether it is rom antic, 
haunting or frightening. Very

few dreams have still life scenes, 
and most have action in one 
form or another.

Traveling denotes the 
dream er's way through life. 
W a lk ing  and running reveal 
that the dreamer’s self generated 
efforts which help him/her in 
ach ieving  his/her aim. Bus 
stops and platform s are the 
waiting  places where the 
dream er is to leave soon. 
Missing a bus or a train warns 
the dreamer that he/she may 
lose an opportunity that comes 
across.

D r e a m s  o f  f ly in g :  These are 
common among dreamers and 
such dreams sym bolize our 
aspirations and our love to 
absolute freedom. Flying high 
without fearing indicates that 
the dreamer wants to solve all 
his/her problems and fulfill his/ 
her wishes.

Falling through space: Dreams 
of falling when we are in deep 
slum ber predict some 
mishappenings. It can be an 
insult or an attack on our 
reputation.

D ream s o f  being chased: This 
experience also does not fall in 
the category of dreams, but it is 
associated with the dreamer’s 
muscle tension. Dreams o f 
chasing with some specific  
details convey the dream er’s 
repressed wishes.

Sleepwalking or Sleep talking:
These are basically attempts to

externalize or express a dream 
by putting the same in action. 
I here are strange examples of 
sleepwalking In one such case, 
a man crossed the river to see a 
friend who lived across the river 
and came back s a f e .

Nightm ares: Nightmares are
sometimes so terrifying that we 
start perspiring, feel oar heart 
beating fast, and could not 
speak. Researchers have pointed 
out that the causative agents of 
nightmares are basically  our 
own creations. Overeating, use 
of drugs and alcohol, tension, 
our fears and repressed wishes 
which our society does not 
approve, cause nightmares

There are many things 
which we fear the most. It can 
be fear of losing someone you 
love, it can be a feeling of 
getting a failure in your plans, 
or the like. We do not want to 
even think of such fears hut we 
can not forget them too. 
Whenever there is a particular 
situation taking place like the 
fear itself or anxiety or feeling 
ol insecurity our unconscious 
becomes rather active and sends 
the negative im agery called 
nightmares.

"/ befieve'it to be true that 
‘Dreamsare the true Interpreters 

i if our inclinations;
‘But /here is an A rt required to 

sort and understand tin m 
Montaigne ill
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RISE IN RURAL 
CONSUMERISM

A  saga o f rising incomes and changing lifestyles

Introduction
The display of a marked trend 
towards consumerism by the rural 
India, at times outpacing even the 
urban, has made the domestic 
com panies as w e ll as the 
multinationals sit upright and 
concentrate on the burgeoning 
R t 'K A l market. This whopping 
Rs. 123,000 crnre strong market 
stretches across the length and 
breadth of the Indian 
subcontinent.

Kiran Narayanan
IIM  A

(Alumnus COH, 2001 Batch)
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The rural and the semi-urban 
markets are now swaying to the 
tune of consumerism which was 
until now the characteristic 
feature o f c ity- life . The 
customers from the countryside 
have developed taste matching 
that o f their c ity  dw elling  
counterparts.
The increasing demand for 
durable products is evident from 
the statement of the Marketing 
Director of Maruti Udyog Limited,
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Income groups
2001 - 02 2006 -07

Total Rural No. % Total Rural No. »o

Hull 1.4S 0.4] A* “ 2.96 i.i" 2 s

Middle 69. IS J.S.i 64.6 90.25 v- >2 J

Low s : : y 29.52 91 42 20.41 95.8

Total to: .9? 74.76 '2.6 114.52 so % '

the cou n try ’s largest car 
manufacturer, ‘Our sales have 
recorded a near 100 percent jump 
in the countryside during the year 
1997-98” .
The most encouraging sign 
about the Indian rural market 
is that it has buyers who have 
tremendous purchasing power 
and that they remain largely 
untapped.
T he most important factor for 
successful rural marketing is 
price and d istribution. 
According to Ashwin Dani, 
v ice  chairm an and single 
largest shareholder of Rs 833 
crore AsianPaints. a large 
segment of buyers for Asian 
Paints 1150 shades were from 
villages and countryside. “ And 
the numbers are grow ing 
rapidly, thanks to our 550 
dealer network that also keeps 
increasing.”
The rural bazaar is booming 
beyond everyone's expectation in 
sharp contrast to the urban 
markets which are increasingly 
getting competitive and. in the 
process, saturated, thereby ,  
resulting in low growth rates.

Rural m arkets  
coming to fore
The reason for this sudden 
attractiveness of the rural market 
has been primarily attributed to a 
spurt in the purchasing capacity

o f people with agricu ltural 
background now enjoying an 
increasing marketable surplus of 
farm produce.

In this regard a comment by S L 
Rao, former Director General of 
National Council for Advanced 
Economic Research (N C A ER ), is 
very much indicative towards the 
change in buying behaviour of rural 
India. “ In my opinion, the basic 
surge in the purchases of 
consumer products is not confined 
to the people with high levels of 
income in India. Even those who 
appear to be poor, and have 
amongst the lowest levels of 
income, buy and use such 
products," says S L Rao.

Another expert comment comes 
from Rajesh Monga of the 
Delhi-based rural marketing 
firm, R C & M . “ Companies are 
getting extremely excited about 
the huge numbers the smaller 

town presents acioss the 
country".
T h ird ly  it has been 
observed that in majority of 
cases; most of the 
purchases are made from 
the households' own 
income. Hire purchases 
schemes and loan account 
for only around ten percent 
o f rural buying. And 
therefore more and more 
companies are vying to get 
a larger share from the 
villages and smaller town 
markets to tap their latent 
potential. And many 

companies arc going to the 
extent of adopting strategies by 
joining hands with traditional 
rivals.
Another factor which re­
contributing towards shill ot 
attention of companies toward 
rural markets is the fact that 
urban markets arc facing near 
saturation and cut throat 
competition. Many companies 
are driven to chalk out hold 
new strategies for targeting 
the rural consumers m a big 
way. The haw rates ot 
penetration in rural markets

However ft is beyond doubt 
that the realization has 
started to sink in that the rural 
markets are no longer 
dumping grounds for low-end 
products basically designed
for an urban audience.......
the rural masses being 
illiterate or ignorant fall into 
the trap of spurious products.
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present tremendous opportunities 
to the makers of branded 
products who can convert 
consumers to buy branded 
products.

Causes of rise in 
rural consumerism
The consumerist revolution that 
Rural India is witnessing at 
present is the outcome of 
demand generation, development 
ol illlernati\ e s , and choice 
creation —  all supported by a 
rise m disposable income.

'r Aspirations of 
the rural folks
There is a marked 
shift in ihe aspirations 
of the common man 
of India because of 
the tremendous 
exposure he is getting 
through the mass 
media. The lifestyle 
goods have 
become so 
much visible to 
him that as soon 
as he has the 
first chance to 
hu\ i>n Ins OH 11 
he exploits it. The rural 
shopper does not want to 
he left behind his urban 
counterpart when it 
comes to owning a 
product of a well known 
brand. The social status of 
being advanced is now 
associated with the number of 
well known consumer goods that 
a person owns and also 
through the kind of

lifestyle he prefers to adopt. There 
is a vast migration of population 
towards urban areas and those 
have profound influence on the 
liiestyie of their folks back home 
in (lie rural areas. Infact it is this 
aspiration which play a greater role, 
than even the increased levels of 
income.

>  Rising Rural Prosperity
India is now witnessing a striking 
s h i f t  t o w a r d s

prosperity

households. Accord ing to a 
National Council for Applied 
Economic Research (N C A E R ) 
study, some of the impressive 
facts about the rural sector w hich 
highlight its massive potential are: 
There are as many 'm iddle 
income and above' households in 
the rural areas as there are in the 
urban areas And there are almost 
twice as many ‘lower middle 
income' households in rural areas 
as in the urban areas.
Table : Distribution of people 
income wise

Accord ing  to N C A E R  
projections, by 2006- 07, 
the lowest income class 
(i.e.Rs.2500 and below ) 
w ill shrink by more than 
6 0 G . The higher income 
classes are lik e ly  to 

double by 2006 - 
07.

>  Role of  
m edia

Increase in 
exposure 
about the 

various 
products’ 

availability is 
also a major 

contributor to the rise 
in rural consumerism. 

The sheer presence 
(availability) and its 

knowledge (awareness) 
has led to major shift in the 

consumption patterns towards 
more consumer goods hitherto 

being targeted mainly at the 
urban audience.



>  Availability o f  Credit
Another major tactor is the 
increasing penetration of banks 
and the easy availability of credit 
for purchases according to lhe 
requirements. Introduction of the 
kisan credit card has contributed 
m ajorly in the increasing 
consumerism in the rural India.

>  Political factors
There has been a lot of emphasis 
on rural development in the five 
year plans. An estimated induction 
of Rs 30,000 crore in the rural 
sector through the government’s 
rural development schemes in the 
Eighth Plan is also believed to 
have significantly contributed to 
the rapid growth in demand.The 
increasing demand from rural 
areas is as a result ot 
developm ent w ork, which 
happened under the five years 
plans and other special 
programmes such as land 
reforms, rural electrification 
rural communication, and rural 
credit facilities, etc.
According to a study by Chennai- 
based Francis Kanoi Marketing 
Planning Services Pvt Ltd, the 
rural market for FM C G  is worth 
Rs.65,000 crore, for durables Rs 
5000 crore, for tractors and agri- 
inputs Rs.45,000 crore and two- 
and four-wheelers, Rs.8000 crore. 
In total, a whopping Rs. 123,000 
crore. This could be doubled if 
corporates understood the rural 
buying behaviour and got their 
distribution and pricing right.

> Growth in M arket
The rising rural prosperity has 
resulted in the growth of the rural 
market because of rise in the

purchasing power of the 
consumers. The market has been 
growing at 3-4% per annum 
adding more than one million new 
consumers every year and now 
accounts for close so 50% of 
volume consumption of FMCG.

Penetration of shampoos in 
the rural India 

is the best 
instance

RU R A L  path for rapid grow th fill 
recentb most ot them used o treat 
rural markets as udjuncis to their 
urban strongholds and rural 
consumers as a homog- menu- 
mass without segmenting them into 
target markets and positioning 
brands appropriately. Flowerer it 
is beyond doubt that the reab/atton 
has started to sink in that the rural 
markets are no longer dumping 
grounds for low-end product '  
basically designed tor an urban 

audience. The winning 
s t r a 1 e g\ now 

employ ed h\ 
t h e 

■sveesstui

to state the extent of rise in rural 
consum erism . The statistics 
show that in the year 2000, 
shampoo penetration level was 
just 13 % . while it registered an 
astounding growth and reached 
the whopping level of 32% in 
2005. While in 2000, only one 
stale had 25% o f its rural 
population using shampoos, in 
2005 13 such states show this 
trend. States like Andhra and 
Tamil Nadu have more than 50% 
of their population using 
shampoos.Go Rurai Strategy: For 
one and all
ii goes without saying that all 
com panies, national or 
multinational are treading the GO

companies in rural marketing is to 
focus on their core competent') 
such as technological expertise to 
design specific products for the 
iTiraS economy. The rural consumer 
prefers to have more of value 
adding features than cost adding 
Simplicity and value for money w 
most desirable and clicks well u ith 
the rural shopper.
The most remarkable example in 
this context is the launch ot 
sachets which has brought about 
the transformation of the rural 
market considerably as packaging 
in smaller units and lesser priced 
packs increases the product'' 
affordability. Another case is of 
Britannia with its Tiecr brand of
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low priced and conveniently 
packaged biscuits becoming an 
instant hit in rural markets.

The companies need to hire 
professionals for marketing who 
can feel the rural pulse Before 
launching products in rural 
segments the cultural dynamics, 
the needs and latent feelings of 
the rural people have to be well 
understood. For example. 
Cadburys has launched 
ChocoBix. a chocolate flavored 
biscuit which is based on the 
consum er insight that rural 
mothers opt for biscuits rather 
than chow dates for their children.

Another \ ery important challenge 
for the companies today is that the 
rural masses being illiterate or 
ignorant fall into the trap of 
spurious products. These 
counterfeit products have similar 
basic design as the reputed brands 
which are well established as the 
rural consumer iden tify  the 
product by its packaging (color, 
visuals, w/e etc.). Companies 
would also need to establish 
proper sales and distribution

network as distribution is the key 
factor in rural marketing. In terms 
of sheer reach the companies can 
gain sign ificant com petitive 
advantages as the rural market is 
highly fragmented and a brand 
needs to be on the shop shelf 
before it can be sold. Accessibility 
and affordability are the name of 
the rural game. Hence companies 
should also make sure that the 
prices of their products are not 
jacked up because o f a 
unnecessary middlemen or 
redundant channel partners. The 
rural market remains cjuite price- 
sensitive and thus squeezing costs 
at every slage is o f v ita l 
importance.
A cutting edge in distribution 
which H L L  has gained has come 
because of the Project Shakti in 
partnership with Self Help groups 
o f rural women. An effort to 
directly tap the vast infrastructure 
of the existing haats and mandis 
in itse lf would be more than 
sufficient for a company to buid 
inroads into the rural market. 
Me las and local bazaars also 
provide a mammoth opportunity to 
promote the brand in front of a

large congregation o f rural 
consumers. Use of traditional 
media is also as important in this 
regard.

Conclusion
The rise in rural consumerism can 
be safely assumed to the harbinger 
for better growth of the economy 
as more and more companies can 
achieve double d igit growth 
targets in future by targeting just 
the rural markets. The sensitivity 
of the rural consumer needs to be 
identified with accuracy and then 
there would be no stopping in 
gain ing inroads into h ighly 
attractive and promising rural 
markets.
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KDLKDTA CHRONICLE :
T H E  C A R ,  
THE DRIVER 

THE POTHOLE
A rriving at the age-old railway station and  

m aking  our may towards the exit, a little after four, 
on a not so fin e  m orn ing  o f  an unpleasantly cold 
winter o f 1998,1 m ust adm it, the bustling hum anity  
which epitom ises K olkata  was not something I 
expected. But then, the great city w ithout soul on 
its huge roads was som ething else I d id  not expect 
to see. It seemed like we were the only people at the 
broken down taxi-stand- a fa m ily  o f  two brothers, 
their wives, their parents and  the parents o f the 
wife o f the elder one.

B eh ind  th is tiny m ass o f hum an ity  lurked  
two children-sons to the elder brother One o f  them  
was alm ost invisib le  u n d er no less than  three 
sweaters a nd  an equal num ber o f  mufflers, courtesy 
an extremely apprehensive father. Me! We soon got 
to s itting  down on our enorm ous suitcases, which 
were present in plenty a n d  resigned to our fate. A t 
that very m om ent o f  resignation, as i f  Godsend, 
along came a taxi, g lis ten in g  yellow  under the 
powerful sodium  vapour lam ps. But it seemed like 
it was not headed for the taxi s tand  - the driver 
probably h a d  o th er  p la n s . B u t an ex trem ely  
apprehensive fa ther can m ake an entire group go 
nuts. So Uncle was not go ing  to let go o f  the golden 
goose.

With a speed } have not seen h im  attain  
since, he raced after the taxi. I follow ed the action 
from between m om  a n d  dad. Then came the bencl 
and  the taxi disappeared a n d  then uncle too. But 
not fo r  lo n g - U ncle w as soon  seen co in in g  
trium phantly  in  the car.

Five O'clock saw eight people making futile 
attempts at s tu ffing  themselves inside u low- taxi. 
But after m uch hullabaloo and  glorious <h c; sums 
such as m e and  m y brother being bundled-up in 
the boot over ruled , we made ourselves extremely 
uncomfortable inside the taxi. Even among all th is , 
that is, w ith Dad literally sitting  on the sti ■ ring 
wheel, I, to th is day do not remember seeing ei an a 
flicker or surprise or incredulity in the face if  the 
driver. It was expressionless. A mask.

Five O'clock soon ticked away and made 
way fur five-thirty. We were a ll on top of each otfu r 
I  was on m y uncle's lap at the bqek. We bore it but 
not. grinn ing . D ad kept offering terrible lo o k s  to 
anybody who w ould  look at him. We hud gotten 
ready for a grueling ten kilometers, happy we teouhl 
at least reach our destination, an auditorium , in 
time. Everything would he fine, we thought. We 
had  not reckoned, w ith  som eth ings that would 
forever change Kolkata for us - the Car, the Driver 
and  the great potholes which decorated the huge 
roads o f  Kolkata.

For now. we were, w ith  reasonable happiness, 
entering the highway. But that little happiness was 
destined to be short-lived. There was no way on 
this sweet Earth we w ould have m issed something 
so obvious. No one would believe us. but there it 
was. we had! With pure dread  we looked down to 
see the road quickly m oving away from us- the tax/ 
had no floor'.

We unhappily realized i f  we put down our 
legs, even i f  it itched or ached, we would probably 
never walk out o f  th is cur. We could feel the grave! 
and tiny stones on the roads h itting  us. We swore 
and grum bled. I f  looks could kill, m y dad would 
have k il le d  e ig h t people th a t m orn ing  I was 
rem inded o f  Flintstones. But. we moved on to know 
more about the driver.

T he  g u y  w as K o lk a ta 's  very men 
Schum acher as we learned the hard way. Taking 
curves at a h u n d re d  a n d  ten was beyond the 
im agination o f m y Dad whose normal speeii w a s  
economy. He ju s t  opened an d  closed h is mouth 
G uzzling up petrol, we hurtled  - literally- ton ards 
an auditorium  we no longer w ished to reach, liven 
with keeping  our legs raised for pure fear and 
clutching on to each other (my brother kepi hanging 
on either the windscreen or the window which made 
dull thuds on contact w ith his head, even though



Dad desperately tried to hold on to him from kin 
vantage pnitit at the wheel/ we could have dorm 
without the great grandmother of a ll potholes.

W'e never actually knew what happened. I  
vaguely remember a sharp curve, the speedometer 
reading a hundred and Mom yelling. Further. I 
remember a great big jerk, which I later came to 
knoir. war the taxi h illing a pot-hole- the pothole, 
the drew beside my Uncle fly ing  open. Uncle 
clutching me tight. Uncle putting down ins leg. 
the driver accelerating. Grandma trying to catch 
me- in vain and this tune around. Aunty screaming. 
H itting an electric pole at a hundred was not 
something Uncle must have envisioned when he 
packed his bags.’ hide and me were thrown out 
of the open door, or rat her t he doorless door-way. 
since the door was no longer there and went flying 
across the street- on collision course with an electric 
pole. We did not miss- that is. Uncle did not.

gtx () ' clock sau us not at the auditorium 
hut huddled around Uncle's bed at the M  G

Hospital. But thankfully, there were no broken 
bones, luckily too. not only thankfully. Uncle had 
me cuddled to him. So I  was okay Uncle escaped 
with some serious bruises. But then escape was 
something the driver did too- as we would later 
learn. Later. I  would also learn he never stopped 
and had gone on fo r a k ilom eter before he 
understood what, angry fathers and panic stricken 
IVioes could do.

But maybe a ll well that ends welt Nobody other 
than the ladies wanted to attend. And most 
certainly not Dad, who was happier at the hospital, 
getting nervous over his brother. I sometimes 
wonder if  maybe, just maybe. Grandma conlcl have 
held on to me i f  Uncle had not clutched me so 
tightly and took me with him; not that, its material, 
j u s t  an after■ thought. Anyway my I 'nete w a s  fit as 
a horse in two days. B y  that time the marriage and 
everything that comes with it was over. Hut since 
that incident 1 have been to hoi kola twice and once 
there, wistfully wish I  could see Gagan Singh again.

L e a d e r s h i p  i n  d i g i t a l  P h o t o g r a p h y
H ig h  Q u a l i t y
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Whispering blast

day me elated 
Sores - itches oath, failing oath 
God! I will be blessed for sure !!
Baby don’t go away; Plz s ta y ......
Knowing the stage I’m living

rhythm of the world.
goes on & on & .....
Curbing world aimed for what?
Stamp on my eyes, mind, heart

aches, but who cares?
Heart thumping a bloody - war

in vain who cares ?
Me alone in the side 
the edge of love shutters, who cares9 
A deep vicious - circle 
no end for the start

who cares, H a !
My vacation, a deed for my nation

whisperings blasts......
Goal sets in & off

towards the east/west 
hurricane kisses down my red

subsiding too curbed my sole 
Fate - the law of life

Heart command in vain 
Neverfollows the true path-BRAIN 
Eyes-ones greatest treasure through the

corrections, blessed corruptions
Who cares?
Me boring to you, for sure 

Hima K. peace in ditch on-hell!
M.Sc. Hort, The gleaming rays of love and life

my heart, far behind
who cares?..............
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S. Arun 
Sopanam'05

I know that I shall never see.
A poem as lovely as a tree.

A tree whose hungry mouth is pressed. 
Against the earth's sweet flowing breast;

A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;

A tree that may in Summer wear/
A nest of robins in her hair;

Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
A tree that intimately lives with rain,

Poems are made by fools like me,
E3ut only God can make a tree.
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/ i/ l i )  merouit's on s n a h e

"P our  crop is snakegourd”said our 
Work Experience teacher N irm ala 
Miss. I did not know whether to feel 
happy or sad. because I was not a 
big fan of the crop. B u t then I 
thought that I was better off than 
the poor sou ls who had got 
am aran th us & tom atoes. At. 
least I won’t have to transplant 
hundreds of seed lings. . . so 
there -it was my silver lining!

Then came the record submission 
regarding the P O P  of snakegourd. 
As I checked what my friends had 
written, I saw at the end-" har­
vested for 1-2 y rs ” ! thoughf'hey 
here is a point I m issed out’’ and 
im m ediately copied it down. When 
we got our records back .there -in 
big red letters were the words w rit­
ten- IS  S N A K E G O U R D  
P E R E N N A L  ? Oh oh! I’m -in big 
trouble now -I thought. We got a 
sound scolding from Miss for be­
ing so careless. Next operation was 
the land preparation-w e w ere 
thankful that we had only 1 cent of 
land . So only 9 pits had to be dug 
out. Alleluia! !

A t the p erson a l fron t, I had 
started  eating  the snakegourd 
dishes being doled out at the LH 
w ith g reat re lish ., a fte ra ll, if I 
don’t eat mv crop, who w ill?!! So 
there I was eating my delicious 
crop.

On sowing the seeds , we discov-

Divya Thomas 
Pegasus '04

ered that it is a late starter, tak­
ing 7-10 days to germinate. Of the 
27 seeds I had sown, only 3 had 
germinated, “ OK, not so bad. At 
least some have germ inated’ I 
thought. Bu t then I looked at my 
neighbours-oh my God The grass 
was defin itely g reener on the 
other side. They had almost com­
plete germ ination D ARN !! Ju s t 
my luck! Thus began a series of 
comical events-1 tried to raise it 
in polvbags, replanted it, re re ­
planted it, said a lot of prayers. 
Prom ised God that I would light a 
packet of candles in the church. 
"P lease  let my crop germ inate 
Lord... P L E A S E !!!". Soon we had 
to leave for the North-India tour 
everyone else had a flourishing 
crop by this time, except me. I 
had only 3 p lan ts ,grow ing  
ra th e r tim id ly- W h ile  o thers 
w ere applying the 1st dose of 
fe rtiliz e r , I was s till p raying  
hard for a m iracle.I went to re ­
port my crop status to M iss be­
fore leaving for the north India 
tour. M iss was very supportive- 
"Don’t worry. Enjoy your tour and

come back.Then we w ill sec 
what we can do"Ahhh... what a 
relief. I decided not to worry 
about my plot t i l l  the end of the 
tour. (I did sneak in a prayer or 
two once -in a while for the plot 
though)

A fte r I month when we re 
turned from Uu; tour, it was with 
great trepidation and anxiety 
that I approached the plot. .Just 
before reaching the plot I closed 
my eyes...then slowly opened 
one eye and peered at the 
pits.1,2,3,....7! !!0h God!! thank 
you soooo much!! I was the 
proud & rather relieved owner 
o f? germinated plants!!!.I made 
a m ental note to “ light the 
candles -in the church on Sun­
day...

Thereafter we raised a pan dal 
for the plot.We did get some 
help from the farm labourers ! 
learned the tradenames of dif­
fe ren t ropes tike Choodi, 
M uppiri. A fter that my Baby 
(Yes, the variety is also BA B Y ) 
flourished and looked healthy, 
no more resembling babies in 
incubators, struggling for life 
After a few days, came a flower 
and a fruit set. This called for a 
ce leb ration  and some m ore 
hardwork-covering the fruits 
with paper to prevent fruit fly at ■ 
tack. This was not easy when 
the Palakkad winds started to 
resemble a cyclone. So we put



up the fruitflv traps.Then we re­
alized that the fresh banana, 
jaggery & water had to be sup­
plied every 2-3 days. Let me con­
fess, w hile making the trap,even 
my mouth was watering. Can’t 
blame the fruit flies for taking the 
b a it.

Finally we got a good yield. Infact 
the yield was so good that the 
pandal fe ll down!”  Oh m an!! 
w e ll. (I harvested w hatever I 
could salvage from the plot and 
said the last prayers, hid goodbye 
to my baby,who had been a con­
stant companion for G months.

So now 1 confess that I love 
snakegourd. though not its
smell!!!
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ft arr am? apt rarra ftt dra rar raaft fd r f t  ?jodT |
afdl a jft ?dTT ^3d an eft ftTT fifra a ftra p  ft d ?  
Jlic li ^ 3ttr f t t  ITT d m  am JPITfT dftt 4" 4 Id t f> I 

ft aTT dra apt ?T Id F  apftt * p l ftt raT3T ft eft ft dftt 

vrfHdl W 4 4  JlHdr I  tft? ^  aTWd OTd ftt 
Id ra iT  t  I

d  T jja rp d  ft t  r a ^ d l, fftrrraft ftrrft iftra  
f t t  aft rat a jft 3 rp ft ra tr a  d r if t  ^  ftt T d d  ftftt 

aft i d  tra n  d t  anra f f t f t  T p rn ift d !  d iF d  rarra 

ftt f t t  f d r  ft ^ I aft f^ T d  f t !  d M  ftlTTft ft a r  
ftteft apt ftt ftdTT I  I

F d lt t  ^ d lch id  dT e f t  Tjap TTdtd aft dT fd ?  
T<pT gft TFdd  I ft draTTT ft 3 ld ft ftdT ajj?^ d ?d t apt 
Fra ra r t f t  an era arr ra-?dt ft td ra  fd d i eft rar 
apr f t t  anid anft ftte  ar fta  a ftt i ft a id  ratal 
“a ir afft̂  fM . 3raft apt gar rarar t"  fd r ftft 

a n d  ant ft a a ft  d r a t  f t  ^pra eft a n d  d c iia i aift 

aiFFnift coching class ft new entry t  i ft 
aprann ftd i t f t  ra tr raaft amn ft ram t f t  i f t t
cTTF T ld d  apTTdT ddT dT ft ITT and apt d FT p r apT 
TFT an fftr aft ftra  ftm ftt t  i ap ? d  fd ft  arra

aranm BirthDay arai i

and aprft graft ra n a  am aps Hdt a  arar 
a ftr F a  d n t  gft ra a a  gn td m ra  g ?tffta apt fta  d

am Ftft d a m  cTdl I fd ?  ITT d ?F  f t  F d d d  TFT? 
3 rd  g ird  am raj ! r a id  - i f i f t , Ftrft araim  drat 
F a  d a t  d  d tn a  r a id  am a ft i F a rft d raft td ra 
rara? rar Tftt aft fra d t ^  a tftt ftl T rar aftt aft i

3mrag? Tjap fftn ddft apt ^
ant ft nan rataft i t  ? irraft dF rara ajft dtftt 
3TTdtf Tft eP ft ctafttd am d?d tftad ft dFTlf f t  

afrar nan an irraftt ajft a jM  ftt drar a aft i in  
era ETTdT3ft ftr ana FdTft aftftt ajanft d i  dt 
ajft 3ran d ram fttr ft drrft ftd “sriftgr 
p r o b l e m  a r m  1 1 a m  f t f t  r a f t t  3 f t r  j r a f t  f i  r a r  

fftan fftrraft ft ft arrftt raim ftt a  fft̂  aft I L o v e
y O U  . dF TJdaFT f t  dddT TTT ddT d t j 3TTft I

a r e  y o u  a l l  r i g h t 9  i t t  f t f  f t  r a r f t  f t r r f :  i r a

T jd F ft ra rr  ft amra d^ i F d  itra t rap ^ttt am

aurft rara nfta n r amrftt ftr aftt radatftf, Trm-rarai 
apn n s r a . rarraT. d ra t F d  d a t  d  tftrd  ira: 

rara f t  mr a ft i

nr fftdftt apt dF  rasp a  aft ft a  e n ­
t r a n c e  f f t r a i  3 f t r  f t  c l a r i f y  ap?  a d i  i d F  

ana rara ftft a ft anrrf ft a ft mat ran ndr I n 
fftrar - f f t w  apr ftft  raftt i n r ft araap  m  i ft 
a n  T f T F f t  d i d  a p t  3 r a f t  f t  r a f t t  a t a p  r a n f t t  

d f f t r a  apt a ira T  r a T d l  I



E x c e rp ts  
f r o m  M y

< Kk the students of Pegasus 2004, had em­
barked on our North India Tour on November 4,
2007.

The Tour turned out to be a “ mixed bag". 
It had its share of fun Et woes. Ear-to-ear grins 
decorated our faces when we spent 2 fabulous 
days in the ever-majestic, luxurious, unforget­
table & royal Rajadhani Express with its 24 hour 
air-conditioning Et nonstop food supply 
(Ahem.... I can't resist mentioning that Rajeena 
was sobbing uncontrollably after we stepped out 
of the Rajadhani Express. ! leave it to you, read­
ers, to ponder over the issue.) Playing cards, 
singing at the top of our voices, teasing each
other, eating chowmein & momo  we had
never had a boring moment, Liju’s contorted 
face each time he smelt EK's socks, Safeer’s pa­
thetic Hindi dialogues confusing drivers, guides, 
conductors Et vendors alike, Shobhana's unsuc­
cessful attempts to shoo away the army of fero­
cious ants which had congregated on her hair 
thanks to Liju squeezing an orange over her 
head, Cnithra’s witty remarks to the reception­
ist at the International Youth Hostel in Delhi, 
our snowball games at Manali, Manju Et Lallu be­
ing chased by monkeys in Simla  the list of
sweet memories is never-ending. On the other 
hand, invisible tears streamed down our cheeks 
when we travelled miles Et miles on foot uphill Et 
downhill at Mashoobra Fagu. The miserable night 
we spent in Trisha Guest House in Darjeeling, 
the long & steep climb to Hotel Grand in Simla in 
the biting cold, the food poisoning episode in
Chandigarh painful experiences which we
pray our juniors will never have to endure.

The following are excerpts of my diary 
entries in which I had recorded live accounts of

S P l  %

our experiences in the Trivandrum - Guwahati Ex­
press.

November 5, 2007

Dear diary,

The time is 5.40 pm now. After the plethora of 
confusion Et chaos at the Thrissur Railway Sta­
tion Et the ensuing travails yesterday, today has 
turned out to be a long peaceful Monday for us.
A. quiet train journey with nothing out -of-the,;
ordinary to offer. And now I am feeling realty^
bored.

Contrary to our rules prohibiting the entry of in­
truders, we have some special guests now in our 
coach. We have let them in only because they 
are getting down at Visakapatnam which is 
‘3JiTH4wTaccording to Safeer. Our guests com­
prise 3 people. The plump lady in the orange 
saree is glaring at me at this moment as if I have 
done something seriously wrong to her. I think 
she has a feeling that I am scribbling down some 
scurrilous abuse about her. I can feel the heat of 
her stony gaze. I wonder whether I should look 
up, flash her one of my sweetest smiles Et say, 
“Aunty, I am not jotting down anything bad about
you, you know?” Ahem no, I have decided-
against it. She does not look like one to be won 
over by my attempts at sycophancy. Thankfully, 
now, she is looking away. I am finally relieved. 
She has opened her red bag & has taken out her 
tablets. She is having them now.

The other guests are a couple............
.3 very quiet couple indeed. I call them ‘quiet’ 
because the husband and the wife haven't ex­
changed a word between them until now . Both



of them are looking around and seriously scru­
tinising the Horticos.

Karthika 6 Safeer are listening to music on 
Praveens Ipod. Also seated on the same berth 
is Shobhana, combing her hair Et staring at
Karthu Et Safeer. Hmmmm  isn’t that a
glint of jealousy I detect in her eyes? Now, the
million dollar question is WHY
IS SOBHANA JEA LO US??? Any 
guesses?

[PS : Now, the plump lady 
in the orange saree is glaring at
Karthu & Safeer. Phew  so she
doesnot hate only ME !!!]

Gayathri is deeply engrossed 
in a book. Judging from the no: of 
pages, 1 guess she has finished read­
ing about 3/4 ths of it.

(PS: - Now, the plump lady in the or­
ange saree has fixed her glare on Sarath & Rajna. 
I am beginning to wonder whether there is 
something seriously wrong with her.]

Just now, a hijra entered our coach. 
Seeing him, Safeer hoisted himself on the up­
per berth with the skillEt expertise of a monkey 
& lay down, covering himself from head to toe 
with a blanket I can make out that he is trem­
bling with fear. Sarath was tempted to follow 
suit but was a little late in taking the cue. The 
hijra is fast approaching. He is demanding money 
from the boys. I can see Praveen take out a 
ten rupee note from his pocket. Sarath luckily 
escaped without having to yield to the hijra’s 
demands. The hijra has now moved onto the 
next cabin. Unfortunately, from my position, I 
cannot see the responses of Liju, EK, Rajesh &
Christy. Aaaha  Safeer has finally decided
that the coast is clear Et it is safe for him to 
come down. He is climbing down now, a victo­
rious grin on his face. After this incident, I guess 
we should be really proud of our CRP, Safeer. 
He has proven, beyond doubt, that he is a 
BRAVE young man !!! Hats off to you, 
Shhhhhafeer! We pray that many more hijras 
errorise you in the days-to-come !!!

Oops  I forgot to describe the hijra.
Clad in a blue saree and a pink blouse, he was tall 
and wore really long and hanging eatings 
hair was long &. straight and a tuft of stylishly curled 
hair adorned the top of his forehead. His bhmdi 
was red & round . Altogether, he looked yucky!

The plump lady in the orange satee 
has dropped off to a snooze now

The food has arrived. I am now in the 
first cabin and sharing the seat with Paul, DT & 
Jiksy. Seated opposite to me are Manu & Anu. 
To my left, Praveen 6t Resmi are havng then dm 
ner. Anu is teaching Paul, DT Et Jiksy the rules of 
rummy. Her passion for ‘rummy’ is evident Et i 
have a feeling that she will grow up to be like 
that character Sheela played in the movie 
“ Manassinakkare” . Manu has a disinterested ex­
pression on his face.

Manju now beckons me to join hr r for 
dinner. The pantry has served the same items for 
dinner as of lunch. I have distributed my amia 
pickles. The jar is now empty & I an oianmng to 
throw it out when the train, which has now halted 
at Visakhapatnarn. starts moving. The time it 8, Li 
pm now.

Oh now that is a very loud scream com­
ing from the next cabin I. All of us are stapled 
W e rush to the spot. What a wonded jf sigh1' EK 
is trying to murder Lallu by strangling her. I guess

Simi Mohan Kumar
Pegasus '04

In the next cabin, they are play­
ing dumbcharades. From my position, I 
can see that Rajeena, Santa, Arathv Et 
Sara comprise one team. Ammu is star 
ing out through the window. The wind 
has ruffled her hair badly. She looks very 
funny because her hair has fallen allover 
her face now. I cannot see the mem 
bers of the other team, In the adjacent: 
cabin, EK, Liju, Christy. Rakhi, Shobha Et 

Shobhana are engaged in a vociferous game of 
cards. EK’s howls and screams are so loud that at 
any moment, he might cross the 180 dB limit & 
damage human beings’ hearing permanently!



she must have either disagreed with something 
he said or irritated him. Fafu, the valiant warrior 
, is making an earnest effort to rescue Lallu from 
the hands of the murderer. Bui in vain ' How- 
ever, truth be told, victim Lallu seems to be very 
happy even in the midst of this commotion. She 
is all smiles & waving to me at this moment. Again,
I marvel at those sweet dimples on her face.

Neeta keeps whining about the 2 kg of 
apples & 2 kg of oranges that her parents wanted 
her to take but she arrogantly refused to. Susha
has found a new hobby counting & keeping
record of the number of mineral water bottles in 
front of her, Kavita is busy talking to someone 
on her cellphone. There is pin-drop silence in 
the last cabin because Chitra. Shilpa & Parvathy 
have switched eft the lights & gone to sleep as
per Remya's instructions.

Som e locals have now entered our 
coach. They want to occupy our reserved seats 
for the next hour. We have refused. So they 
are angrily protesting

Due to the heavy flux of passengers into 
our coach, we are not able to make our way to 
either of the washbasins to wash our mouths.

I am nowin my own cabin. Here.Amrutha 
is having a nap. She has developed a head- 
ache & Amsha is smearing Vicks on her fore­
head. EK is now reading a book. Rajesh, Liju & 
Christy are at the window enjoying (ironically) the 
sights.

The day is coming to an end. We are 
getting ready for a good sleep. Praveen has 
now come to our cabin to remind us to keep our 
luggage safely locked. It seems the railway sta­
tions m Bihar & Orissa are the bastions of rob­
bers. W e would be arriving at these stations at 
around 2 a.m or 3 a.m. I. Anisha, Liju, EK & 
Christy have put our heads together & thought 
of several traditional techniques (eg:- applica­
tion of red chilly powder: dusting without duster 
reccommended) & modern, innovative tech­
niques (I darenot mention these I) to combat the 
armed attack of Bihari robbers. It was a

brainstorming session !

November 6. 2007

I spent the entire day playing "Bluff', that card 
game which Shobha, Shobhana & the others 
were playing yesterday. It is such a W O N D ER ­
FUL game that I am really addicted to it now.

We discovered something today. Safeer 
& Rajesh are the biggest CHEATS of our batch 
I Both of them are equally good at peeping into 
other's cards & then calling out utterly wrong 
numbers! Shobha. Shobhana & Rakhi are also 
stalwarts of this game. Shobha must be spe­
cially congratulated for her art of placing card 
numbers 2,3.4 & 5 facedown & calling out" moat 
six" with such confidence. She is such a fine 
player, one who looks into your eyes & lies per­
fectly. Manju & I are the scared ones who never 
take risks. And then, we have Christy, our offi­
cial "Bluff Master", the genius who rarely loses.

The time is now 7.00 pm. Ajith Kumar 
sir has now come to teil us to keep our luggage 
ready & be prepared to disembark at N JP  3 
hours later So we have cleared away the cards. 
The boys have sprung onto the upper berths ot 
our cabin & are rendering some melodies. The 
girls are having their handwriting analysed & 
commented upon by Arul sir for he is an expert 
in this.

Sameena is now in a heated discussion 
with Rajesh. From the serious looks on their 
faces, you would think they were debating on 
Albert Einstein’s theories. Rohini is on her 
rounds, taking orders for dinner.

The end of our journey in this Trivandrum- 
Guwahati Express Is nearing. We are all look­
ing forward to a nice bath in the N JP  railway 
dormitory tonight. I don’t think I will be able to 
find time to continue with my diary writing in the 
next 20 days. So. until we meet again, Adieu 
Diary I
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‘Ridge line5, ‘Delineation'r'Toposheet,' Hariyali 
project’, ‘NWDPRA’, - aijsegraloo) c&skjorad ©aJo§o«no>

■ njei ajo'ceQj<ft'i!jo W aiajos aBeigaujoolaft amgglslifocfl 
aojglaj}. oranjrrvjocDo (Bianjactŝ jOo m'pcoiM <6>j«n1̂ rm
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©exBirail. ajOaji®3 cmocflalcsDGajoyS aoxr̂ ylejoaofl'- nxpoo> 
Titan - ruony aJ«TR»1§ nJfiJTQ) ffllmlg <&!Pt6rmj>j. Bullet

: cmaa ajgqaxo nxn/lcexe© ' - Cajgo .....  so ajajoaxsa
©ojglsocxJ (Brarii(3 (sraeiol. an©mo©cn).o©j..(,aHi»06TTiao..
(Eulrajrmj - gros^oxplt&.gja, mogjaxpliagjaeioaeea raiasnel
‘Bullet’ a®j oQiocfloc/ojaaracaJoaej a>j©)1ajj. 40-Kmph-- 

: ©3 Speed breaker - ggg (Bid) 016031 n̂ criroio, ©ramr)
QJGfflos tfeffljenoiaiosml^™ cn)mai>o”9.35 --(ajgffijjOTXBnnj- 
<fi>ooilaaj ‘KILA’ctoglo) ajcrulroS fijracutf ccenjcealgj. 
©mru ng)amn1 ai)1§Tgj;.:.:.' -eoo)jb"rrr:r "<firotBiin1 alnf"
nnjs^crnj cruaooio 9.55 - ayjemlGOJipcrulgl sruĉ y ©ajosl
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Result Oriented training for

Common Admission Test (CAT)
& other MBA entrance exams like XAT, JMET, MAT etc.

*  Maximum,Teaching.Hours............. .........

*  5000,++.Pages of Quality. Materials_____

*  Reading Skill & Vocabulary Improvement

*  Calculation Speed Improvement

*  Group Discussion & Interview Basics..........

CAMPUS RECRUITMENT  
TRAINING

' ' Pattern Tests of Software Companies
• Group Discussions.
• Mock Panel Interviews 

" • Resume'Writing
• Communication Skills + Personality Development

MCA Entrance
(SUPER LONG TERM COURSE)--..

(NIT, AMRITHA, CUSAT, ALL KERALA)..

-  T IM E .
Triumphant Institute of Management Education Pvt. Ltd.

. . .  -  ... .........2nd Floor, Matva Arcade,
Machingal Lane, M.G. Road, TCR - 680 001

Ph : 0487- 2321086, 3203993, 9447194690
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«5);snJoaej, gaj <fljiPlarTOJ»Ĝ joo8 6i/&fl<o3 cn)0(3 cuam7(C70)1
-  aa<ftm1oaca) gruci? (06O73g2°. 0c<d<gml<3cgc06373«32tao<s’2(TP, 

(7i)inBOC7763i3§ j 0 oaDl. Q0 (i7* j G ( 777®o n ^ejoci/o jam ocT T ilnJ 

.ng)najj00/l(03 fiflJCjmjo *JSJ<01©3 ifeogj n/lM JOT) (DQOififflffiiSGiaS

(7iK73(3c/o1aj2- (Biasjnmn o la /m io  ‘F i e ld  V is i t ’ -  cr> cc/snido 
aiioorurncoioilci) a jom laS . (ai3o/(3-63®2 ‘L a w n 1 - (m ^ o o o a a l-  

rJlGorrr) <ora(iJUilai>3m)<o)1a70{o3 raremtS Rn'lcatmDosmcsfoi.nBmocQ) 

oiocoffleniic&jffllcrDjoej rrLK73(3c©1*S)Oc73 Gnjoasl. * § ^ 0 7

6rum j <j^onr3oDl(o3 a i a j  ‘M B A ’ -  * 00© C A T -  m oaul 

arejcalfdcuraly ®TorDj(.cntirfl^ (oidciscB'ciDotcoio'to^seoral. saoroil' 

GxoiGGGEGai^ n ^ g jo ru a jo  * 2©1(0 jia£jm)2e s  iaj<a.g1aej«m!>l

-  ®smj«!TD) & § r J l s l^ | ajs«53 fflaarmlejlrajcm nQ g jo cu ajo  

®6rra©067T7lce®2<3 ooenjncoToilarTji (3ia*auslGm)oasQQ72o, crflcgg 

snjooaccujafflaQifla

* 2®1c©jQ)£jai)1®B crflrmloaml ĝ e<fiiadannrujo a, pi 
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‘D issertation’:- ‘preparatin1- go n ^ o o /ro jo  eQ ® ® o  

© 2 ® ^  crfl(3ryanloj2-

(Doej2 ©aogjo ai°l6m  s ©2 ‘Exhibition’esorulQs
® “l©2cm2- nJoanmjgodnrnniraocEifl ajcn>2<S-aJ(3m) Ganoc3§l 
aoii^tS caoG gs n^rm ©©Samses aJloaln3 aV1©5
63CTT>l̂ p-(DJ<TT) ■■ ^ 0 -1(3 , gQCTT) CTUJ® (.(TOlOOCD/lfflle&OjnrT^.

‘G R E .... -o^cnilesraecn oJlo/IO) ralooaglcejaS goo/cS 
•nJOdB6)O0mo©2e3T32rm2- ojloalmlslcffllalEjtTn ©raojmiraeirs 
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p a s s e n g e r s .......

PLEASE
Train jo u rn e ys  are  ve ry  o ften  

compared to our own lives. You might forget 
many things that you had learned for your 
examinations. But none of us will ever forget 
the lessons that 
we lea rned  
from the 
experinces that 
we had in our 
lives.

It was Nov.
4th 2007- The 
much aw aited  
day. The flying 
horses of The 
C o lleg e  of 
H o r t ic u l t u r e  
were ready for 
the humdinger 
of a tour the 
p r i v i l e g e
enjoyed by every B.Sc Agriculture student, 
leaving behind memories that w ill be ever 
cherished by each and everyone of them.

All of us reached the railway station 
very early before the scheduled time of arrival 
of the trainTrivandram-Guwahati. The coach 
position was confirmed by our CRP and all of 
us waited for the train to come. We had a 
great time over there with our juniors. Only

thing was that our purses were becoming 
lighter. The announcement was made and all 
of us were on the crest of a wave.

“ Experience 
is a good 
teacher but 
she sends 
in te rr if ic  
bills’’ It was 
tru e . We 
had to pay 
the b ill. 
Everything 
happened 
on the spur 
of a mo­
ment. The 
number ‘ 1 ’ 
of S-12 was 
not clearly

written. Someone read it as S-2 and began 
to run and all the others followed. Even now,
I don’t know what was there in our minds at 
that time. I didn’t have my luggage with me. 
It was Jijo  of 2007 batch, who carried my 
luggage and he was faster than me and I 
couldn’t find a trace of him there. To make 
the matter worse, I forget his name also. I 
was in a real tizzy at that time and kept on

»■ ■V*



SARA JOHN P.
Pegasus'04

asking others whether they saw ‘Junior Malay 
a lee ’ as he was the only Malayali guy in 2007 

at that time. Any way I w ill never 
his name again in my life.

All of us had our own ideas to tackle 
the situation. Sobha thought of following 
Sarath as he could be easily spotted in a 
crowd and ran after him. But ultimately she 
was serene enough to accept the fact that 
he was really a flying horse and she was not 
one and gave up the idea.

Rohini was the only person who shouted 
helplessly telling us that we were all mistaken 
and was actually running from S-12 to S-2. 
But none of us paved any attention to her 
and at last she also decided to be a part of
the marathon and ...... began to run. Some
of us got into the AC compartment and the 
rest somewhere else. None of us had any 
idea about our luggage. That was the first 
task ahead  of th e  cris is  m anagem ent 
committee and it was just the beginning.

‘Thank God’ th a t’s all I could say 
when I think about that day now. “ Think 
before you ac t’’. It is very easy to say so, 
but indeed very difficult to put into practice. 
Everything happened in a flash of second 
and there was no time for thinking. To wind 
up the entire incident- “ Mistakes are caused 
by lack of attention, then there is tension” .
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UNION REPORT 
2006’-07

I take great pride to present before you the 
U nion  Report for the year 2 0 0 6 -0 7 . It g iv es  a 
panoramic view  o f  the activities undertaken by the 
Students’ Union and the achievem ents o f  the same.

The varied developm ental initiatives in the 
improvement o f  facilities in the College goes to show  
the role played by the Students’ Union in promoting 
students welfare.

The Students’ Union election was held on 
25th Decem ber 2006 and the follow ing were sworn 
in as the o ffice  bearers.

Avinash D. -  President
Durga A.R. -  Vice-President
Praveen K.V. -  General Secretary
Seeshm a K.S. -  Joint Secretary
Arun Babu -  Arts Club Secretary
Arun Paul -  Student Editor
Arun E.K. -  Sports Club Secretary
Sarah John P. - Social Service League Secretary
S. Arun -  Planning Forum Secretary
Vishnu R. -  Quiz Club Secretary

UUCs
Justin George K.
Rajasree S.
Sajeev C.G.

Class Representatives
K. Sajnanath (P.G.)
Robin John (2003)
Manu Krishnan (2004)
Maneesh Mohan (2005)
Varun Kumar A. V. (2006)

The Students’ Union took shape with Dr. 
PK Rajeevan as the Patron and Dr. CT Abraham

as the Associate Patron. The staff advisors to the 
Union were the fo llow ing teachers.

Dr. P. Suresh Kumar -  Arts Club 
Dr, V.S. Sujatha -  Staff Editor 
Shri. E.U. Rajan -  Sports Club 
Dr. D. Girija -  Social Service League 
Dr. Haseena Bhaskar -  Planning Forum 
Dr. A.M . Renjith -  Quiz Club

T he sta ff advisors w ere very helpfu l, 
extrem ely approachable and played a pivotal role 
in the functioning o f the Students' Union. We offer 
our sincere thanks to them.

Inauguration
The formal inauguration o f the Students’ 

Union 2006-07 was on 17lh o f  January 2007. The 
function was presided overby Avinash D., President 
o f the S tu d en ts’ U nion . The Secretary o f  the 
Students’ Union extended the vole o f thanks on 
behalf o f the Students’ Union. Among the dignitaries 
present were Shri. Anandapathmanabhan. famous 
Veena Player, who inaugurated the Union and Shri. 
Priyanandan, fam ous m ovie  director based in 
Thrissur, inaugurated the Arts Club. It was followed  
by cultural programme by a hired troop.

Arts Club
T he A rts C lu b  fu n c tio n e d  tinder the 

leadership o f  Mr. Arun Babu as Secretary and Dr. 
P. Sureshkumar as its advisor. Its activities began 
with the film fest, CELLULOID- 2007, which was 
conducted on 17 lh, 18lh and 19 lh o f May 2007 at the 
Central Auditorium. M ovies screened during the 
festival were of both artistic and cultural significance, 
and at the sam e time, were entertaining.
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 - ■ The inter-class arts fest, Noopura-2097 from
17,h to 28 ,h o f  July 2007 was one o f  a kind. Sopanam  
2005 emerged as the winners and Pegasus 2004  as 
the runners-up. S. Arun was awarded Kalaprathiba 
and Anuja A .R ., RalathilakamT Arun E.K.' an3  
Ahmmed Shahab S. were judged best actors. ........

Magazine Club - ....... .
Arun Paul and Dr. V.S. Sujatha headed the 

m agazine club and the editorial forum. The club 
conducted the inter-class literary contest from 16th 
to 19th o f  July 2007 in association with Noopura 2007. 
The magazine club also released a Tittle m agazine’, 
Kalika which was an opportunity for the expression  
of upcoming talents.......................  . . . . .  ... . ......

Planning Forum • -
The Planning Forum started its activities, 

under the able leadership o f  S. Arun, Secretary, with 
a talk, “Making a first im pression” by Pearly Jose, a 
personality trainer working with junior Chambers 
(India). She conducted a session spruced up with 
practical exercises. T. Unnikrishnan, M Sc (Agri. 
Statistics) student o f  the co llege was felicitated for 
having found a conclusive proof to the Fermats’s 
L ast T h eorem , for w h ich  he w as p erso n a lly  ■ 
congratulated by H.E. the President'of India, Dr. 
APJ Abdtil Kalam'. 'He delivered a lecture on the 
subject and threw light, on the number theoretical 
approach to solve mathematical problems. The movie 
‘Water’ by Deepa Mehta (an Oscar nom inee ..for... 
foreign language film  category) was screened in 
association with Chetana M edia Institute* Thrissur; 
Lectures on contemporary topics v iz .,‘Eugenics, 
Survival o f the Fittest or U nfittestV ' by Dr. P. J . 
Joy, Retd. Head Entomology, RARS Kumarakom; 
‘Meditation techniques and seeing one's inner 
s e lf ’ by Shri. P.J. Jose; 'S ta tus o f  women in 
agriculture’ by Dr. P.S. Geethakutty, presently Joint 
Director at.NIRD, Hyderabad;.and, ‘The Shrinking 
Universe’ by Prof. P. Gangadharan. A ll lectures 
were invariably follow ed by an-active and healthy  
debate by students and teachers on th e 'to p ic  
discussed. Som e talks were succeeded by screening 
o f documentaries on relevant issues.

•iyj

The Planning Forum also conducted from 28m i 
to 30,ho fM a y 2 0 0 7 ,th e  inter-university fest- Cybele i 
with the central theme as ‘M ore Crop per Drop’. '! 
Q uiz contest, essay-w riting com petition, poster- •

. m aking,com petition, debate, collage-m aking-w eie ' 
som e events conducted as a part o f  Cybele. A movie ,; 

-was alsoscreened in course o f  the programme. There 
w as also  a talk on ‘A d o le sc e n c e  b eh av ior re- j 
engineering’by Dr. A. Sukumaraiu Professor, CCBM. : 
Vellanikkara. An orientation class for M BA aspirants 
was conducted by Dr. Joseph John from T.I.M.E,,.*!

, Thrissur,on 02-08-2007, .....................................  ,

Quiz Club t  s
H eaded by V ishnu R., Secretary, a quiz  

•■ competition was conducted by the club in association;;] 
with Planning Forum in course o f  Cybele. j

Participations in Quiz Events...............................
Justin George, Sarath Chandran and Rijo P.

. George won, the .Ls‘ p rize ,in  the South In d ian A gri-] 
fest quiz competition. Sarath Chandran, Asha Eapcn, 
-Ashitha S.G. and Vinay B, - cam e 2nd in the inter-) 
university agricultural fest. S. Arun and Rijo R George j 
came l s: in the inter co llege quiz com petition for Sr. 
Philomina rolling trophy. They also participated in the 
A ll Kerala Inter-college at St. Thom as C ollege, !

.. Thrissur and bagged 2 nd,..................................... .........

Social Service League
The league was led by Sarah John, as the',

 Secretary and Dr. D Girija as the advisor: It’s PL
programme was setting up a model for children’ park

 with Dr. PK Rajeevan. There was also a talk on j
personality developm ent by Manu Joy Mathew from j  
Agasthya Bio-farm Inida Ltd. On the 7 lh o f  August 

, 2007  preventive h o m eo p a th ic ,m ed ic in e ..a g a in sf7 
Chikun-Gunya was distributed in the college.

Sports Club
   Our co llege team  participated in the inter,

co lleg e  sports com petition  and em erged overall;]:.:; 
cham pions w ith the g ir ls  team  w inn ing  1SI for- 
basketball and vo lleyb all. Inter-class volleyball, 
badminton, football com petitions were also held.



( ) t Ilf r  A ctiv itie s
11k - S tu d e n ts ’ I niran. besides the c lub  

a c t iv i t ie s  a lso  c o n d u c te d  a host o f  o th e r 
progi amines. ( >nam cclcbrulionTk/emj/OOObg C rib  
com petition. F resh er’s Day. etc. to name a few.

So p an am  2005 w as dec la red  I"' in the 
pookalm  com petition, Pegasus 2004, 2nd and O rion 
200b. 5 ! The send o ff Ira- Spark les 200.'. Ruksat. 
w as an em o tio n a l m om ent w here  teachers and 
students expressed their feelings for the o u t-going 
batch. The to-be graduates also spoke about their 
experiences.

Vellanikkara
Yours sincere!v

Praveen K .Y . 
(jene ra l Secretarv
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We also undertake bulk orders at wholesale price 
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ARUN PAUL 
Student Editor

SAJEEV CM.
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The magazine committee conducted a survey 
among the teachers. We analysed the opinions 
collected and the gist is given below.
The aim of this survey was to find answers to 
the many questions that us students always 
wonder about, but never have the chance to ask 
our teachers. The responses to this survey were 
mixed - while some accepted it warmly, there 
were also some cold reactions to this
controversial survey..........
Read on friends................

The student -teacher relationship in our 
college
Majority of the teachers pointed out that it is 
strong in our college compared to other 
colleges. They also pointed out that the students 
are their children’s age and would like to know 
the students better. A few teachers had an 
opinion that students avoid them in the corridors 
and 2 to 3 teachers pointed out that occasions 
for interactions are less. Some teachers also 
pointed out that student- teacher relation is 
strong among a few teachers and students.

Extracurricular activities and academic 
schedule.

Teachers

Speak
About 90% of the teachers had an opinion that 
both are equally important. Some of them have 
pointed out that there is no need to cut classes for 
extracurricular activities. Two teachers have an 
opinion that there is no need of extracurricular 
activities.

Response of students in classrooms and 
viva
Majority of the teachers pointed out that if a 
question is asked, the students look at them 1 ike 1 
crocodiles-bulging eyes and open mouth. Some 
of them mentioned that the students are not taking , 
the viva seriously. A few teachers enjoy viva voce 
session. One of the teachers pointed out that the 
viva voce shall be used as an occasion to instill 
confidence in the students to face an interview 
board.

Time for assignments & records 
All the teachers have the same opinion that one 
week is more than enough for record submission. 
Some hapless teachers also requested to submit 
the records in the present semester itself.

Liberal in giving internal marks 
Most of them had an opinion that they try to help 1 
the students as far as possible. Some of them 
pointed out that they give them what they deserve. 
Some of them have opined that they give marks 
without bias.
B.Sc.Agri & teachers’ children



90% of the teachers are ready to suggest or 
suggested this course to their children. They left it 
to the interest of their children. That means the 
children are not attracted to the profession of 
their parents. Only one teacher pointed out that 
her children are studying in Pvt, Engg./Medical 
colleges. One teacher responded when asked 
“will you suggest this course for your children?” 
“Not sure!!”

Direction of ICAR regarding the course 
syllabus.
Half of the teachers are satisfied with it. But some 
of the teachers have an opinion that it is useless 
especially in the case of plant protection aspects. 
A few have an opinion that regional diversities are 
not taken into account. They have also opined 
that it needs further improvement.

Study tours and teachers
90% of the teachers have enjoyed tours with the
students. They are reminded of their college days.
Some of them said that they are tired of going on
tours as they are getting old now. Some of the
teachers wish to get a chance to go with the
students'.
Funds for improvement of labs.

AH of the teachers have the same answer that 
more funds are needed for the improvement of 
labs and other infrastructure.

More workload in B.Sc.Agri 
Majority ofithe teachers opined that if the 
students are punctual there won’t be any work 
load. Some have pointed out that there is less 
work load in B.Sc.Agri. Some of the teachers 
agreed that there is lot of physical work load 
(plot work)
Job scope for Agri. Graduate 
Every one pointed out that there is ample scope 
for agri graduates in the Pvt. sector .They opined 
that emerging sectors of retail and management 
are promising. Some of the teachers are advising 
for higher studies to get jobs.

University’s proposal for a 3 year 1 
Diploma in Agriculture 
90% of the teachers are against it. They pointed 
out that even B.Sc Agri. Graduates find it difficult 
to get good jobs. Some of them even astonished, 
by the outrageous proposal of university. But a 
few teachers opined it as a good suggestion (2 or • 
■ 3) by saying that diploma holders have another 
avenue for jobs.

Agriume.<
hrtdairso a of I comm

.com
'bridging agri community

Amazing things are being thrown up in the world’s *
present agricultural space with the help o f Information 
Technology>. You ’re a global citizen and must 
understand what obtains in your field  o f study >1̂ 6

p c “ P  J ° l
ww w. agriume. com
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Thoughts
1) Which department in our college you rate 
the best ?

a. Ento-97%
b. Hort-2%
c. O thers-1%

2) Should there be a lim it to the no: o f  
courses in each semester?

a. Yes .please! -100%
b. No , the more the better
c. D on’t know

3) What do you think o f  the present class 
room facilities?

a. Superb-40%
b. Provide 1 laptop for each student-30%
c. Need a boat during m onsoon-5 %
d. Satisfactory-25%

4) What is your opinion about the introduction o f  
optional subjects in the course schedule?

a. Good -g e ts  us in depth knowledge-95%
b. Bad idea- now I don’t even know which all 

courses I am in-2%
c. Need more courses -2%
d. N o cdm m ends!!!-!%

5) Do you feel that the co llege library should be 
equipped with more books?

a. Library.,.???-5%
b. Include useful books-45%

c. No, but one more computer is needed- 
10%

d. More copies o f  the sam e book are 
needed-40%

6) Is the arrangement o f  books in the library user 
friendly?

a. No, I find all the books jumbled up-2%
b. There should be a section for book s o f  

maximum demand-68%
c. The magazines are never in the proper 

sheIves-25%
d. I don’t care I only use their computer -5%

7) D o you think that the course schedule is strictly 
adhering to, in each semester?

a. N o -100%

8) What is your opinion about using printed record 
for practical?

a. Excellent idea-85%
b. Get rid o f  records-5%
c. Current system  is en ough-10%

9) D o you think that there should be more field 
visits and interactions with farmers?

a. Yes .anything to get out o f  boring class 
rooms-50%

b. N o !-m y co m p lex io n ...!!!-15%
c. Yes- only if  wet co llege bus-25%
d. N o idea-10%



10) How should be the laboratories be  
improved? ■

a. Make everything automatic-15%
b. Keep only distinguishable specim ens 

(Pathology)-55%
c . A llow  us to wear shoes inside! 1-20%
d. Repair all instruments-10%

1 l)W hat do you feel about the student teacher 
interactions?

a. Only a few  teachers are friendly-45%
b. No, thanks! Better safe than sorry-2%
c . Relationship must be improved-35%
d. There is communication gap-15%
e. No com m ends!!-3%

12) Do you feel that each sem ester should have 
a minimum sem- break o f 10 days?

a. Yes-70%
b. No-20% (especially boys)
c. At least one month sem  break-10%
Give me enough time to at least go home & get 
the next sem ’s fees!!

13) What do you feel about the working o f the 
placement cell o f  our college?

a. # @ * .............-10%
b. What placement cell?-40%
c. I did not know o f such thing -10%
d. No need o f placem ent cell since majority 

going for higher studies-35%
e. Good-5%

14) Doiyou recommend any changes in the 
college working hours?

a. Yes- 10%
b. N o .ch an ge-9to4 isid ea l-80%
c. Conduct practical in the evening (4-6:30  

pm-my complexion)-5%

15) What do you think about improving physical 
education and providing regular coaching?

a. First eradicate malnutrition in L.H & then 
think about physical education-20%

b. Make sports events more frequent and also 
more competitive-5%

c. First try to reclaim the play ground from the 
locals-70%

d. Train deserving students in sports -  give 
them a chance-5 % i

16) Do you think that the no: o f  specim ens to be 
submitted for collection should be reduced? .

a. Absolutely-75%  ■:
b. N o problem , I can manage-5%
c. N o need for co llection -15%
d. N o problem ,Harsha will supply-5% \

17) Are study tours helpful?
a. Yes , they are the best part o f  the course- 

85%
b. O f course
c. M ost helpful for ‘ Kuttiyadi’-5%
d. Improves student teacher relationships- 

10%

18) D o you think w e need a 5 minute break 
between the periods?

a. It is our human right-68% ;
b. Absolute m ust-just like oxygen-8%
'c . Not needed-4%
d .Y e s , I need to stretch my limbs -20%-

19) How do you rate COH with other colleges 
o f KAU ?

a. The Best, A lw ays...!-98%
b. No,its not the best-2%  .

20) D o you think hostel facilities need 
improvement?

a. Y e s , especially in L.H-28%
b. No problem in M .H. except for 

mosquitoes!-5%
c. Som e changes undertaken in L.H. Have 

been very g o o d -15%
d. L.H. need more rooms-52%

21) W ill you suggest this course (Bsc (A g ) ) to 
your brother, sister ?



a) Of course-2<-Y(411’ years):30%:
SO' i ( I 1 \  e a rs )

b) Never(95%  o f 4 :il years.20% o f l'1 years)

22) What do you fee! about the University’s 
proposal for a 3 year diplom a in Agriculture?

a. Even we find it difficult to get jobs, where 
will this group find job? Tell us - is  there any 
secret organization in agri o f  which we 
don't know ? -15%

b. They will pass out before us- then we will 
have to follow  the Vidharbha farmers 1-40%

c. Oil My God! Is the University not using its 
brain‘.'-30%

d. What an outrageous proposal? Where will
we go'.' -15%

For PG Students

23) Will you suggest Horti/KAU fordoing PG 
to your juniors?

a. If 1 answer this, w ill it affect my thesis 
w ork?-15%

b. Yes-20%
c. N o-why should I spoil their lime as PG o f
KAU takes 3 years.-40%
d. No-poor infrastructure-25%

24) What is your opinion about the topic of 
thesis?

a. Nice to p ics-15%
b. This much standard not needed, we don’t 

want any awards, but to have degree in 
2years-65%

c. Satisfactory-10%
d. B ad -10%

25) What is your opinion about the student 
teacher relationship in PG in KAU/Horti?

a. Good-20%.
b. Only with guide-25%
c. ‘Na Baba Mujhe ch od iye!!’- 15%
d. Vary from Dept, to D ept.-25%
e W eak-15%

T
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The road lay shining with the gentle kiss of the rain­
drop. The flowers of plumaria had never looked so 
beautiful before and they formed bright pink frame 
for the dark road that lay behind. The sweet scented 
air caressed her face and played with her hair as she 
stood by the window of her room watching the scenic 
beauty unfold in front of her. She found herself over­
whelmed with an unexplained joyfuliness. Her eyes 
ran slowly throughout the length of the road which 
led to a concrete bench that stood drenched beneath 
a leafless gulmohar. The bench had always been a 
silent companion of her and her friends.

The bench had stood with its haughtly head high on a 
red carpet that had been laid by the adjacent gulmohar 
tree, when she and her friends had seen it for the 
first time. "Shall we sit there?" Someone had asked 
. But, without waiting for a reply, everyone had occu­
pied their seats. Though they had been more in num­
ber, the small bench had accomodated everyone of 
them. " Al! for one and one for all this shall be our 
motto''- Rose had said. As it was being welcomed by 
the others, the situation had been made auspicious 
by a light shower, and they had reached the hostel 
completely wet. Rains have, from then, been some­
thing inspiring to them.

"Lena, is it raining?” Started by the voice, she woke 
up form her memories to find Priya standing beside 
her. They both came out of the room, walked down 
the stairs, and then straight along the road where 
they were joined by their friends. The rain had stopped 
for a while.

All the nine of them walked lazily forward. There was 
always an aura of enthusiasm about them, especially 
at times of rain and exams. Both drove them crazy. 
Rains and exams always invoked their creativity. They 
usually spent more time with each other on such oc­
casions and it helped them to critically review every­
thing almost everything. College, hostel, films,
sports, social issues and 'future issues were the top­
ics of their interest. They believed in the saying " a 
creative mess is better than an idle cleanliness." So 
they always made, what others called, 'a mess'wher­
ever they couid No matter, the place was a library or a 
ground, their happiness knew no bounds.

They always liked to view the world from a different 
angle. They spoke their minds out only while they 
were together. Their ideas were no one's monopoly. 
They liked to soar high up in the sky together with the 
butterflies which floated in the air enjoying each mo­
ment of their short life, making their presence every­
where. They followed the butterflies to a breathtaking 
sight. Nature had added a few fine strokes to its most 
beautiful painting. Salkara made them really spell­
bound. The tiny waterdrops that trickled down the 
umbrella gave it a beaded curtain. Clouds of mist were 
struggling to embrace the lush green background. The 
pebbles on the ground glittered as never before. The 
picturesque salkara had always hidden behind the red 
and yellow carpets that were laid occasionally. They 
were the admirers of Salkara, who saw its hidden 
beauty, unseen by many of its own friends. The nine 
of them spent their evening in Salkara, adding life and 
colour to their fantasies, and it was a mystery to some.

They were always proud of being a part of this world 
and they enjoyed its sweetness though at time they 
had to taste its bitterness. With every rain, they felt 
the linkage between their souls and mother nature 
tighten. Each raindrop showcased their dreams, their 
hopes, their fantasies. They felt their sorrow melt in 
the cloud's weep. The tiny raindrops always I nocked 
at the doors of their hearts and have often entry. They 
found themselves in those radiant drops, which would 
one day flow into a mighty ocean- their ultimate desti­
nation.

Saritha M
Pegasus’04
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Reunions for the

I tall began wit hi he film‘Classmates' ( Lrvsreiminn.s 
has c Ivo ii'i cm ring for ages hut tlics gtiiMCc/ (/idrcttn crjr 
elite sftHio a/rer tins iendfx unrealistic hut thoroughly 
enjoyable iclrnl in long innings. A ll of a sudden these 
annual get together-* became the rage andnew spapcrswere 
full of ic jh "h  of silscr fi/hilccs and other milestone 
anniversui ics being celebrated in this or that prestigious 
nistinuion, with lone lists of celebrities and \ IPS who 
a: tended I In hash. I wascjuitc critical of thesec\ cut s 1 mean, 
•what's l he he. deal' just 11 bunch of old fogies mcclingtogclhcr 
and ret ol lee ting long ago events and i elat i ngbct ter forgo'ten 
m emo i ic y  \enhing but an ego nip to the past when they 
w ere young Itu- wires,geared to take on challenges, change 
the world and make hie wonderful (very much liltc the 
present das soungstei s in fact i Perhaps it helps!hemfo get 
that ilics are nowhere near their beaut ifulvisionsand that 
thes at car. n almost the same old rut, Iciiihngdall.prcdiclahlc 
life steles

Ms c\ meal opinion didn't change much when ! 
attended n:v husband's class reunion Families were also 
invited and I had a fairly enjoyable time chatting with the 
other w ive s  andcomparingour offspring. I hose youngsters 
did a lot toits'ci i up the evening with their.songs and dances, 
and pm  to shame their fathers c ffo i fs in the samedirection. 
(This class had only twogir I students and so it was a i ndc 
dominated .show)

AM expected, there were, long reminiscences about 
the das s long gone bs and it was only my w ifely devotion 
that helped me .stifle mv sawn-, and look interested till the

Dr. Met ra V. Menon
Assoc. Professor 
(Agronomy I

end

I loweser,onethingdid catch my attention these 
old classmates all undciwcnt subtle transformat ions thex 
all looked happier and even svi nger. I lies hep: calling 
each other classmate'and even [hough this m Hated me 
no end, even I could make out the real affection dies had 
for each other Perhaps there is something m these 
reunions, I mused.

I should not beblamedlonnvuiu hantahle views 
as 1 had no yardstick touscascompcirison. My own class 
had not met even once and though I did him  contact with 
a few of mvold friends, most of t heot hers w ere completely 
lost, as far as i v as concerned.

\\ lien one of mv fonnerelassmates rang up with 
intent ion of initiating such a gathering, my feel i ngs were 
mixed On one hand, I did want to meet my old classmates 
and see how l hex had changed On the other. I wondered 
whether it would turn out to he a complete fiasco. Oui 
class had never been known for it s goodness; rather it was 
notorious for some rather unfortunatccfualit ics Would these 
people, who had shared four rears of their lives in the 
same classroom, meet together in a spirit of friendliness 
and shared affection? Or would it Ik another bait Icofwills 
and clash of egos ending in bitter estrangement?( I hat,Pm 
afraid, was how it usually was |)t on?' class). It tool: some 
planning and unlimited phone calls t o organize! he great 
reunion. As the das drew nearer. I found myself (to m\ 
surprise) waiting wifhplea.surahle anticipation. I mall} i me



Monday, the class of ,19-SO S4 met at a hold in lhe town. 
( “Hcartv welcome 10 the legends of the College of 
Horticulture'', .screamed the banner at the gate, making 
me want to cringe. (Legends?) There were thirty six of us 
(families were not included this rime). I recognized face 
after face (most of the shapes were uniixognizable), and 
each face brought a rush of remembrance the thrill of a 
danngcscapade. the pain of a bittcrargumcnt.thchlissof 
a shared jov. We were all hack in our college days and I'm 
sure that though we exclaimed at the changes the years 
had brought about, we looked at each other with old eyes 
and saw the same old faces. The changes were only 
superficial; I could easib discern the resetxed chap, the 
boastful one, the clc\ ■crgirl.and the shx one. The affectionate 
friend was still the same while the proud one still had 
t rouble gcttingqff her high horse.

We took turns to occupy the stage, narrat ingour 
pas if ions and our family status, and everything else we 
wanted to say. I was surprised at how easily many of the 
group shared their problems, speaking of their 
disappointments in theirprofessionsandlivcs,ciswcllas 
the jov in their families and pride in their childrens' 
achievements I was even more surprised and touched at 
how the rest of us took in such confidences quite naturally, 
as if the spcakerwas a dearly beloved brother or sister. But

it was not all personal and serious: there we'  e • u n o  ' f la t '  

songsanda lot of hilantv. Il wiiwcnnf. wting n1 ■ \ ihui Me 
jokes and wisecracks were < >f I he same old slam a> d th ' \ 
still made one
want togroan "kill me, kill me'

However, I have to make one quahIn ■ u uni even 

when I sav that everything was just the same. 1 here was  

one change, an important one (roneu ere the u tolccin, c 
and the impatience. re were all now accepting a 
without resen’c. Al11he sharp edges had been v 
rime and wc could onlv see each other as pan of tl 
I thinkwhat happened thcrcwasagradualunwmdingjrom 
the cares and worries of our more responsible selves Sot 
that there was any sudden transformation tobet'er. nobler 
souls(quitcimpcssiblc!).hu[ iherewasdefimti iv . lighten; . 
of the spirits This reunion had been a long um e.. ’gnigcd 
need. U hen il w astimetopart.all of us had he. omc qui te  

'sent f  but it took onlv a few minutes of homeaimosphe e 
tobringusbacktoourpraei seal selves

1 am now lookingfonvardcagerlv to our next elds'- 
reunion- this time with family liwillbeialhcrtnteresimg 
to sec how mv children react to the gathering tp oldies1

Ladies & Gents Tailors
Near Ramdas Theatre, M.G.Road, 

Thrissur. Phone : 2339730
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Nisha Lekshmi V. 
Sparkles’03

First day

SCHOOL
Splashing llie drops, with my feel 
Holding Lhe umbrella aside. 
Drenched in lhe rain i went: 
ll was my first day to school 
(Had in my check Uniform.
\  red bag on my back,
! Jumped up and down 
Feel touching lhe rain:
Sad w as I the day before 
To go to my little school.
Tilings I don’t like to do 
Will be there w aiting me 
Nobody will lie there...
\o l my mom. dad.n puppy
I low can I escape?
That was my thoughts that day! 
Books, pencils and homework 
Would make me daily sick,
II troubled me all time
1 broke up my heart in despair.
A slick so long and thick 
Held in his bands.
Came the language teacher.
In my w ildest dreams!

Trembling w itli fear 
My eyes opened to darkness, 
Saw my mom beside me. 
Realized it was a dream. 
Wondei mg bow to sleep.
Sad lo part with my house. 
Cursing I ho day to school. 
Somehow I slept that night. 
Hearing the. voice of rain. 
Calling me by my name 
I woke up in the morning.
To meet my friend, the rain 
To led it through my body.
To touch 11 w ith my hands,
I went running outside.
Bui my mom caught my hand.
Then I came to know
The reason why school is made.
II was for us to drench.
In the drops of Love!
When the rains c ome again.
I think about that (la y -
W hen i was a child,
Who loved to go to school!!



VINITHA VALSALAN
Sparkles’03

“ I am going to start counting".
The little child screamed.
His excitement was mounting:
The game was fun; or so it seemed.

"One,two.three,four,five, six;
You better find a good place to hide";
Life held up its sleeve strange tricks; 
Unknown to him, his childhood had died.

He opened his eyes only to find 
Himself in a land so strange;
"Now am I out of my mind?
Or did things around here change?”

Books seemed to float mid-air.
This m ust be m y worst n ightm are! 
Calendars without holidays?
Oh boy ! W hat can I say?

You finish off work to get more instead?
Is this a ll you  do till you  drop dead?  
Indefinite chores and unpaid bills;
W orries don 't end there: there 's more still.

II hit him then ,.he could see 
That life wasn't as it used to be 
He was drained of every drop of joy 
Realisation dawned; he was no longei a hoy!

The child retorted and then he satd:

I want to go to the beach and get sandy,
And sink my teeth into cotton candy.
I want to enjoy climbing a tree.
Be in Nature's lap and breathe free

With my friends I want to play bail 
Lay down on a heap of leaves in fall.
And get all wet in the rain:
Knowing no sorrow, knowing no pain.

But then he awoke after a sleep 
And was extremely surprised to find.
He was a boy again: it made him weep 
God is great ! He is indeed kind !

I will have to grow up tomorrow.
And face life's joys and sorrows.
For now, let me have things my way 
Let me be a child today.
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aaocanio ô Gcrmo 6rmoacr)ocm}o a'larrsloofl̂ .̂

(macmo6m (macucnjommocntl 6TO)6m3Gggcii}o a }S } 
®)®5 cmacoJo acmtijlrojcmflB. (ma> <mama/lceaoajo ®}(p} 
ojo3 (manjc/8 roicm m°lm}aag ermonS njffllnjoeil^j}.



—opictUO Use'S1 0I©Eoi90> 
«dl<io(/u ‘Eoo'bpooso) 9©L<a>QO(,EJ9>l®®u 900)21©
§(^(,©1/^ lwcojd oo©®° (sE®s,9©©siiffl£9 ■"■f§[tcocra
(T&O)© E0)(9eP|O)®° ‘0O0*0cF°8)20) "" £001)8)? ©(CCD OS'S1 

U^^?«Jiiue>[adjtBS9te> ?§U9© ooudEF^Is0 ?uc<S|/o Eai)9)[,(©cl 

‘otsff^icB sub's1 9©(ilsiE&i9S1 00)000 i ""coos)?©

(rtDLOSOs °ejjx0QO s®E§o)2i©  oc(ro(p0S1if®r3'8)Ea)2i©

aof©©!®^!)® gJL>§t[GP oErecaoo© ?©<©©„ Tcoiaeoro 90000 
(©0c©eica)3E0i©o9?© s0E§o)oi© u I^gI <cd®°„

■Esuss1 90000

(©aoEaassSij© go'ffEffitas1 s©Eiio)ei© Ki f5>(0) cuddo© 

ajjatffu ■■;"t§ca»0 9©(,§Lrx)ts) ijo®®° ^©©©suscs1©

=9=00 ft© reo) 1(.........i c r§ s n» c <ro (,© (mi© & g(,§u9,e>
moSEsg " ‘fi^Lejcr7© 900)21© ra©cr°s)ujD§0(0i©9)cS9 

0(900®° 'fF5L®LTc u®012^01"00 uo©ir° " ‘EFt̂,50 laus 

■(Eif»t®0 60™®® gucos’ificr'1© clous®0 oEsmyxi
i

| [a29t(2>CU)0C(20 9©LflD(,Sr°Eo©
«DGO©<€PnjE)lr°f©|U) od®° EooE©(,(O)cf§i0F°<sE<si

II
■taD?©lffli)C(CDaO0(!B E(JU)®° - ,/cSEs1 

EaoE©(,(roc§ii9E<a)(O0Eii0KJ)0f5'91(I,©r°n °?E>cr°s) 0i©o?Ei<ei© 

OJO0 0)raecr°s?(Q) 1̂L(Wl.odp-’T ‘Eiiiss1 (©©(j^f^s)

E(D21© 9JDC00 gaH901|©f9 ©01l(T)K>eiE) re©(012)r° 

-Eao?E09cF°0(£if0t0 9©(0i©{9S>o)0 os(isp(9 °£li© (©©co> 

cu>ccePcP,SLce>t<fi0 °<s>F°(§ii9C0>0 aoo)(0fflco0

i1
■jyEaisii© ©i©9>cos) 9©(0i©FE's1|3ffl0U2i© ‘EuoEoepg©^ 

EF&|a>E<siraa» °cfil£l0<01Eooc©ei0©© ‘LfoocanL^ffcrm s©E(CD

tfio •L£ta5OL0€P(OJU!)8)oE0 (2)0C0S1(pru0c05ru ‘oilsioioiEir17© 

(c»L§'ep0 ogco ■fS|(ooLfjLUC(fl)S) gucsif°L®rc0 'Luacims1 
E©e>SLc0,Eca2i9a)U) praoocF^ifi© s>0c<a>0jjc©o)

i

 ofgrtxae) oF°c©ei09osi(,ocr°o°oo E§ii9© 'Euiwau

sao oEdicRjooe’L© 900019 (©epEaucreei^DLCupEonpo E©o 
o(tan?L©r°̂ ■EaoE©(KD|Ja?©?§u9'si <a)©if°r°!>Eu)2i© °E§usyx)

CCCDS©?© C A0cF°D®° 9©(tl £09 © CIO 0 EsPO) 0© ‘9©(,E9
somlcffla', E9flEc9e|iraai£|po) °Eoo(,co 9©[ii3Esiru>

l|  ocruoc©(CDC©

(©LffuiroBffLU) 9ucra‘s>(U2) oEgruei© fsspoo1 E®o °Ecuc00 

9i»L§Eii»?fflnfo°cajD (a)(0>Er° EuoE©L<n)csu9EGi)E(O)(pa)C00 
(©l^raaEfflJiur17 L«Dcaucao0£9 9ot0>Ea>|o© ao(© 900)21© 

•Ecio9)rjai9©L§Ecepnjo «D[<©tr° 9©Lrubc^°c§®° 90000 ‘(aes 

sE0> Ecibo© gjsoosO 90000 (CDOi^T^oEtuei©

 EooE©(,(a>cra(UJ0csls) c(©s)®° s©?«dqo®!) ‘©00)

Er°9oEo oruuruuE) E§us© 9©(,ai)9or°© <6i© aoEwLiroLiusos1©

LfespEoo ra0cr°sLroL(o -ococraBao (roL§L'6PLtCQC0’̂E'C09,L(o®°
coiumF^wo) o^lip7 E©0 (1....00S)©0) offtfo'r^sEcoeifl)

pc©o) 9oei£00)\r° f§o> oEccdlcooI ‘cgospo uuEwmojss1 

‘otoccofio §0®®°  E§cF°oo) 90§Ecbp 0)®n

‘gjuLao 90 r°0

9ORDLS0) ilflE© o(o) F°t° ougiras1 0120© •■'■•••E00) 

Esreciauf?1^0 0̂t9 cluloj 9©lcoco0 900)20)

■(iofflarauu 921(012)0)000

©BOO 9OC00 fi E0P[UJ<!»0®„

•EF&ipup

9UC00  i cfBDSusEroaoe® ra0cP,oco0iEt9,ii

-EiF°0sre°® ©0§o) (©©bp90o)20) ‘EF& 

(Oise'S1 (CDO^F'oEcoeiE) 0)0)000 •O0)1[T° S0EflDCOC(O)

(iEtei E©0 ’El^©m otaiyc E©cu)0C00 g©©?!©^'

‘9©L009or°©

9O0DLS0) §§E©o(a)[^r° ao9)rece5®JL20© aoteiES§L0) ‘§§ 
E©F°Erao) aoE©r°s) 9Dts,Era(au9or°0 EaoE© ai9©cmcoo
•(2)ir°09©L(n>o?iQ/)l 9©(aj)9or°0 <et© a0c<ficoo3E©siHDO)

E0e>cQi©soEpj(io©3 °cs>(©ooEr° ooslisp 9©Lf0(ic6P ‘Euo 

so) Eosiras)09>9©i(©crx) (flDou)c£09o(0s,0i©DoE0 ‘BIlkd 
(OOC0)O E©s,(to®° 9UCE09S© EoBPrroresLfflQtutCQcn) E^l^L® 
■EaoE(9€P(,©(009100)0 <s© ‘E0120l§0)® oaoc^iei© '(«DC(n) 
L0BPOO0 E(21©8E© °(©1c© O<fif£(,5JJSC0)0 t©£9

SJLJL9Q>

H i csusoEooEeffipm i«Dcaoa) 9o§!c0>m 

900)©© ®e’0ctfi0c^xu^Eu0cce, °Era(,cee®° ■EiauusoE'S1 
90,:e:,̂c^c<s, 33Ere(©B(© ••■•EooE©((n)cra(gE,sioo E©coo© 

900)20) 9©(,0i© ^9)0)0) (coTaaei© kdl®^

 cgs'S'S) 000000 (I
Esc=6p© 00̂) 06P0C0s,®9otsiEa)(o© ■•••o0cS£i09ifir° 0i©©a) 
0000)21© 01©0FE°9)O) CuS  C§EC05 C0)®n

••■•Ecloo) gatg^o) 900)21© (,kdc© 
E§£09iflF° (,§11900)0 ERoE'S1 Ctfi8)cR>8)0SI0(JS)Ŝ
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ojlstojcrn (sramroa. ĉoarojoacultD^ar)} ornery...

n n ^ f l^ a o c o j l 6)© a rK n jd 9>j§i1(o8  G j j (5 ( m  g I o j i t u o .  

m o § 1b>LLi . (TOJoUDc rtjracuTt&iOfolcDJOQCulcojfTT) r a r a ^ e x r ?  

AJ63S ifeJOajj 03Clca.)lej06TT) 610)0030 m)d9>Jg1(0? 6)aJtm
c*“. fv jja ^ .i^ sg r jj< ® .g jQ . m l g m m l i o ?  ru1 s <9 njTO>1 <D/l§ © rap o  

e)<e>§lcQ) a;is'icaijaota)l «Dro s°\^d ruissnog rrujocnroo
6)aj<nufi)j. s H i j o j f f l s  (g jo m J la io c a 'I r t ijr m j . - ^ m l c e o  cr u lo ^

t& ilglcow n d&>enr)c9 © o i iu l« ) j f m j  a i ln u c o j o .  a r o a

oja(Bi0)Ofi3s flDflnm aonnoooocai cft,6mo&ei1s)ej <e>g1cfi>(/? 
6 ro)63B @ jtii5  TO£jco;1 f3 ejc0 S )j .-j.+ },O n r)i an rooaft s" la j^ d }«> j

a»vn©W5>’l(t;rm^

eib ia icj& jicm rao a / t g l o a r a w t e j j a f t j O v S  r u s a s f l m l  

olio? orasiOTO) o/l§1b>£j raTaaajtflsijglcQJflEicQJjfflocan mo§j 
a i l ® ( /0 naj6m u f l  njaflsirro (B ia c m a ffL io sjo  (a ra E E n a a o a D o sjo  

c t u a j o ?  o.,'l«O 0 f3S3s a ^ u f l a jo s r s r o )  <fi>i§(0TD)ki? s l a j e o d K i ]  

n j 0615315)^.

63 0 ...........  g o j 0 m l   m (232j e i s  c m o r u l m o n g

C fflO gG gj (tnSfflmfflCaeQ SJlSmjCOTO) (.rLj«J)1cfoK)6rT)o.

e  d  0 (0 ^© a  a> m o  o j  i n j < e , i  «j> ® o  © 6m  ©>1 e j j o

0  < f b ( g l e 0} G g O S ) o  5 1  JO <? d&63 ̂  S3 S3 1 LnJ G (03 1 <&>

OJ 0  (OTU & 1 1 . f0 - 63 (TO g  6173 0 (0)1 (0 j ITT) j .

(013G2E) mC2)S)g(BT53l .. GffiOU? nJOCO)J(m(0 >J G ifhg  

G ^ o cy S  © c .o n ?  o J lrw iay lK j?  m ln m j s m iS r m j

■(jraLDliinl g o g o j - j  « c u  ! a ^ c r o  'T u © > e j n j a j j a c c i !)1 

a jo r tr r u e j^ e n r K jio R s  ru jo < 0 ra>; n n g l c n e c c j  o i l g l c e e i j m o j .

GOJJO : 6)efo m rR lc n l

0[nJ3aQ. QjOfT̂ " olj]a\)lcaS3g8!l

l G<TiTOo c r r y ' ag)cTD a O f f lm c r ij ia )g g  <V3(0J t3ranJ(^CQ)(S 

(Trft,%jo(^§G3ffln^“  ®r9)(Q)1ffijono^ 6nos3 B§ j6 )S  im o o m jiru a e jo , 

(H30©9 iBO)(n3l<BLijQa)(Djo m o ia m jlijn o ^ iT n ;.

s la jO O  njl5liy1o<ao1 0^d9jg lEJjg3g 6T0)OJT3gJS.S

o ja lio S  dfclsrarjil, o jr rn j o s ru ru jo ja jta g ^ o  oroj 
dft.lijem jffiosTf) fiimscn^ m o fflm jIa JltD jcm  (Hraan'lol n o j  

ro a m  1: b j j errs o co/lra j  nm no.

6njOB>6)OSj<OTn s l a j o o  i-UJOTajlaJj. g3(.(0ia3>]o 

G m ff iia o m jig jo  ^ (031010(0  63CTT310 (TOOfTUOOl

n f l im j  snriOGmo^rtTrmj. m lyjsnJGCEUocuil simomo 

(Zij6iio cm o e e o l m lm T j. o n jo g r m j  cs jio g lfc S  o o j  cfcro 

(njnj(&c/Oo. Grr)0d9®lcQ)Gt^|oaS ecSraTO oajoaD lffljao j.

s'lajrii g O SW 3 S )§ ', rr3i2)Jc6€)J rdJOflJWnl 

fflldSOOo O0)(TOJ nJO6T0I03J, QJOlTOlfflS 00)60130?

njjoo(0Ttn otj' id I oco o;m 1&)ocQ j1;Djrm j. (0iaar^jo<s9t6O^o 

s o o m jo  G o o g jo  s i.m l a o e n ?  o a jcd jn n i 

(TT)J. s I o j I kd' I S ?  ngJG(0)O @ o ^ 1 n 3 d J f iD lS jlo  a ^ O lla ©  

O(03O(TOJo (.COdjlieOOrTr] G<0>OOT)1<n)1 .̂

3|)6 io S  ailrro) s l^ y o o  ^ j jo l  r j p l  (0)onT)®>ooa/l

ro jrm j. (i t j a j o B ooi2«S)om(ST0)1msj(0r0)O(n)1 o o a tm o m  

(0T03lGej*oi (rnomn (m jo m n n js le e ig jg g  s l ^ j o j o s  o / ls .

S la JO JO S  6(5(0101001 63(D| aOn3dOa23lrojnT)J GC1IOO agGtOO

m jift^ g lio ?  i- Jlo m r ffljrm j ^ jg l t f o g jo  rtJiacniccDjo <01011210 

CD)1 (0TaffilI)<U>]a ^ ( 0)OCQ)1 f0j r m j  s l a j o j o s  aSj^SJoSriJc.

gDcmonrnj) Gnjooej G ^ oo lcm pru j 's o r j ojog 
g o o , oj1(0eja(3(0T0)1csDo<05 m je i j s o j o o e j  o a i g g o  a n o ja r )  

o jo §(3 rxJ^^ralaDODGoo rtrraj ce>o£L‘(0T0)

00)60130? UDJUUaOCD) tft.l6TT)(?6)OJSS3c m sn?ce,jKdfc@ lK[5 

i^ o m jjo jf f ljc& g lff l?  O tfeosrrsjoo jt&sijo . offilceo®?! o ru a ijo ?  

*.l6TT)p1(0? b j j i j  ajl6TD<03lrnO<0? O O Jg g C  n^SJoBO O O ?

n jp oo iro  a jn m a r ijo u ?  ormsTjng^tis ^ o c n j lo e j  o ro o m s tso  

m jg g  o r a d Jn j^  m j o ^ o  s ”l ^ o ] o s  <a,1smp1(a? o m g g o  

a ^ s j t s o jo jo r r ?  O i i jrm j .  O a JO g rm  ®i0ife(0T03] m lrm jo  

S3(0J UDSTijOo - '0O)(0O6rT3 6)qjgSOI2S1<eOl(TT3(0) ? .......

S2*., o-



6T®0JT3t/3 a n m jo  o f ls n s o a ®  C o js l a j }  m lnm }. 

slajo jas graccDQDJOoailgjcTn} ©rora). rjjoarormtea} ojrm 
flrraj oTatDE n ^ a c ro  a j}6 rr3 l .ijoeronn;}. “ g r a  <&,}§laojg3go 

Cifeoa1<n>o(03 oflnT. erworrij raiaan aaigg3o <s,fi,oro1 osrd 
^jscoilrtsS mloaj}. rarac^owceajo oresjimj) ^om)} 
SjOc5 aajeeoos)iflffloam(BTg)1

GnnomjrjIgejlejDCQ) sl^cA ..

-6n5)60i3ui oramaLQfflOdul go,ocdj mo: o1.-*!o
610)601303 <flj(06TOT5>}. C(_nJO(mOo OOglafUcd-'dBaOrTi1- 

s^yo. sla jao  ororfjylroS (upm1^  .jmftnrB;.’ ts &*3b.

a m m o  s l i j d c e a j  m r r i l  

n JO 0O T0)} 00) 6013 C/3 013cof n j  (3

n\)one jo  rruD & io  fu1§}.

(313(0)0 Ol ©JfTTI} 013) 01320 CD)} 0 S ESejnJCDo
o jlsns jo . “g)ro ca,}§ \a rm  ag)^pcii<Scfia}o arnggo Gc&oal

acftosjconnocoa Q ic il n ij)g jon jffl;o  <&}s1 a im oagarij} 

^ I s m d  o ra y o jr iu o ^ a ro o r .” ou jauouD jraossraaga jg l 

6ro)60T3od*S)} njajlQD n jtfcm flffllan jon rijo  g  errs ocojI o } ami 

gj. r^)8*1ej}o oraaicS n'jim1a1eaoGnu)3 ytfi<aai ©irajcm

(O1}GaJOOejCD)O061T)rDla€1} G(0)0(TnlCD)(0). <fijC0)O} ai&jl^
cu e jla j a j jru rm  gggo <&0£>1 s e jte a } cmoeeal e ioo a i 

a/lfinSJO aOJggo (J<ftO<D«nS (.oJ ÎCO) (U13>ffio(i:1̂ j}. (013GaJ0 
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csracrnlGCî  ffljcdiom^orurruDOQ/laej 
(tiTOlJt0)CQ)OCQ)lffiJOmj.

<305 J Q: 6TtJY0) , (TT) 0 S
dMdQfi-fJGJiS). ng jGanDGaJO Qej 216)03 

raoGg goanl gom exinffljnjlcn cstbjoj 
csraayogjos eruajln^o 

ao<2) -©jCosBRud flrraaiorr^ d&>¥j 
corcnlcod m jo jc& jcsn u o u d , 63crn mlej 
a j lg lc e G ja t o a d  Gajoaijo ojcgpcm tri 

ailujo, o raa iG rrd  ojo(D/c9Gjgglffld 
Geftiii6TT)(/0<d)QJo (T)l05T5T®i1®jnT)J.

c/ojoctucbtcdI mo cart o j1 s 6 W rc r i

c m o c u a n ^  -feey ĵ-ftud ojjoGnnm<SGj 
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O s c a r  W ild e ....
Arun Babu
Pegasus’04

All of you might have read the stories. The Model 
Millionaire, the Selfish ( riant, written by Oscar Wilde. 
There is a lot of other heart touching short stories 
written by him like the I Sappy Prince, The Nightingale 
and the rose, tln> Devoted Friend etc.

These are stories of suffering and salvation, and 
there are Christian undertones to every one, but 
they are too beautifully written to ever come across 
as corny or cliched.
These are some of the most beautiful stories I have 
ever read. They are vastly underrated, overshadowed 
as they are by W ilde’s better-known plays and poetry; 
and they deserve more recognition. Read them.

T here are a lot of qu otation s by W ilde. A few  of 
them  I would like to list out.

Oscar W ilde's rich and dramatic portrayals of the 
human condition came during the height of the 
Victorian Era that swept through London in the late 
I!)"1 century. At a time when all citizens of 
Brita in  were fina lly  able to embrace 
literature the wealthy and educated 
could only once afford, Oscar 
W ilde w rote many short 
stories, plays and poems that 
continue to inspire millions 
around the world.

Oscar W ilde was what, in 
lhe Victorian period, they 
called a "dandy" A dandy 
was a cultured gentleman 
who prided him self on his 
charm , elegance, w ii and 
flamboyant manners, it was for 
his two hoys (Cyril and Viviane), 
that he wrote The H a p p y  Prince a n d  
Other Staries.

Wilde is best known for his light and comical plays 
and he is quoted as saying, "Life is far too important 
lo be taken seriously." But in these stories he 
combines his dazzling wit with heart-wrenching 
sadness. IPs a horribly cliched thing to say. but these 
stories will make you want to laugh and cry at the 
same time.

There is the story of the Nightingale, who gives up 
her life to make a rose grow, so that a young student 
might bring it to his lover. There is the Selfish Giant, 
who mends his ways, and dies happily as children 
play in his garden. There is the Happy Prince and the 
Swallow, who gives up everything to help ttie city’s 
poor. There is a devoted friend ,1 Ians who did sacrifice 
for iiis greedy, insincere and disloyal friend.

“A man who moralizes is usually a hypocrite, 
and a woman who moralizes is invariably plain."
—  “Lady Windermere's Fan"

Nowadays all the m arried men live like 
bachelors and all the bachelors live like 
married men.”

The Picture of Dorian Gray”

“Women are meant to be loved, not to be 
understood."
—  “The Sphinx Without a Secret"

“The public have an insatiable curiosity 
to know everyth ing, except what is 
worth knowing."

— "The Soul of Man Under Socialism"

jife is never fair...And perhaps it is a good 
tiling for most of us that it is not."

— "An Ideal Husband"

“One should always be in love. That is the reason 
one should never m arry."
—  “A Woman of No Importance”

"To love oneself is the beginning of a life-long 
romance."
— “An Ideal Husband”

"A kiss may ruin a human life."
—  “A Woman of No Importance"

“A man can be happy wit It any woman as long as he 
does not love iter."
— "The Picture of Dorian Gray"

"Youngmen want to be faithful and are not; old men 
want to be faithless and cannot."
— “The Picture of Dorian Gray"

Source : www.wikipediaxun - ■

http://www.wikipediaxun


The impending
CATASTROPHE

- Sindu C. Cheeran
M.Sc. (Plant Biot)2006 Batch

The laughter and dancing were all over. All 
were back in their rooms, their deep slumber 
added horror to silence. Never had the hos­
tel been so quiet at 10 O'clock.

I could no longer concentrate on my 
book. I fell back and immediately found my­
self in a new world - a brave new world. I 
could see lot of buildings and vehicles around 
me, the huge flats seem ed to touch the skies. 
Everything looked so neat and sophisticated.
I knew I was in the 22nd century. I was the 
only person walking through the streets ex­
cept robots who were cleaning the streets. 
Cars zoomed past at 800 miles /hr. I enjoyed 
walking along the streets. I was happy and 
didn’t want to go back. On the way, a beauti­
ful garden caught my attention. There were 
flowers of all colours of your choice. To get a
closer look. I went near. W a it They were
grown in an evacuated transparent chamber 
without soil. Aeroponics has developed that 
much- I wondered.

I proceeded further Feeling hungry
I checked into a hotel. The menu startled me 
Vitamin C, Vitamin B  complex, minor nutrient 
complex- if went so on. Concealing my igno­
rance, I ordered vitamin C expecting to get 
an orange - fresh and juicy. Before a second 
though, the waiter brought me a plate full of 
orange capsules. “W hat is this ? "  I asked. 
He told me that you need not take Vitamin C 
or one week if you finish off what is in your 

ate.

W hen asked for water, he bought me 
a strip to be fixed on the body so that each 
drop of water in the body will be recycled 
back and no need to drink water III

I felt disgusted, but what to do? When 
you are in Rome, be a Roman. With a heavy 
heart I attached the strip on my right upper 
arm. S ince it was noon, I felt very tired and 
searched for shade, under a tree, but I could 
find none, no greenery, no fields, no trees, 
no meadows .... nothing.

Ju s t then ! saw something float ng 
towards me - yes - it was that beautiful gar­
den which I saw  earlier. W as it a mirage 7 
Over it came - all the sky scrapers tumbling 
down. My blood ran cold. The clear skies 
gave way to thick dark clouds. W inds slowly 
picked up strength. I ran for a shelter. The 
radiations were becoming unbearable I 
could feel evey drop of water scorched out 
of me. I was drying. I looked around, not a 
soul in sight - i was seeing an end of an era

Then follwed an explosion. It was a 
big bang. Our mother earth was taken back 
by the universe. Time had ended for man 
He shall never live on this planet

I opened my eyes. I could see the lush 
green leaves of the mango tree behind the 
window. The birds were chirping and the first 
ray of sunlight fell on my eyes. I thanked 
almighty because I was still very much alive

My God! what a diet.



A.D. Sujith
Office Staff

om  m '

Oh ! H iro sh im a;’ the la n d  o f  p e a c e ’
Was on ce’the land  o f  S o rro w '

On’the D ay  ‘ beneath the sk y  
There w e r e  lives , p a in te d  in  Ash !

In m u d  no ch ild  p la y e d
As there  -w ere  no th in g  to p la y  w ith !

No frees shed th e ir  lea v es  
As there  w a s  noth ing  to shed

None cried,
As there  w a s  no tears!

And no f lo w e r s  sm ile d  
As there  w e re  no colors!

The colors a ssem bled  in to ’ O n e ’
Not to w h ite , the color o f  P ea ce ’

B u t  to Ash, ’ the color o f  D es tru c tion  
O bviously , none spoke

As there  w a s  noth ing  to ta lk  about  
They had not d rea m t

As they have  to d re a m  about  
What is  to be d re a m t

They had m in d , soul an d  w o r d s  
It w a s  l iv e  coal w r a p p e d  in  Ash

The w in d  roa m ed  in deep  s ilen ce  
As the end  o f  ever'y exp losion  is S ilen ce

A nd th e ir  sounds w e r e  im m e rse d
in  that deep  s ilen ce  

Which could on ly  be h ea rd  by  a h u m a n  heart.



e m w N c e

Mind covered with frost 
Chatter w as nothing, but froth!
That’s my funeral, not yours 
Chatted for long time,
Lacked on e ’s w ay  across 
Never pull the other one 
By a quirk of fate 
Never rankle!
Hey! Reconciliation or reciprocal - 
My music currently enjoying

RENAISSANCE !!!

Gasping with the mind cum imagination 
in Sahara and Arabian deserts,
Carries the clouds of dust
VICIOUS-CIRCLE acting with will intention
World is one OYSTER
Enjoys pleasures and opportunities
That Life has to offer
OH! MY LORD
I don ’t care about anyone
By heart, mind and ...........
But you a lo n e  ....b lesses
Please you never reckon 
No rem em brance of me 
in your life,
fading m y words and thoughts 

from your soul

B tt «/«/ MBI/BR FORGET MB.....

Hima K.
M.Sc. (Hort) 2005 Batch
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* What is the smallest mathematical Joke ?
Ans. Let E < 0.

* Life is complex. Hence it has a real and imagi­
nary part. To a mathematician real life is a special 
case.

'When an astronomer, a physicist and a mathema­
tician wear walking through a rural area in Scot­
land, they saw a group of black sheep in a field . 
Suddenly Astronomer said : - interesting! alt Scot­
tish sheeps are black.
Physicist :- No no so me are black.
Mathematician :- In Scottland, there exist at least 
one field. containing atleast one sheep whose at least 
one side is black. The other two agreed.

‘A medical Student : - Why it is necessary to study 
statistics for those who are studying for Medicine ? 
Teacher: Statistics saves lives of patients.
Student: How?
Teachei : - Satistics keeps all idiot & out of
medical profession.

Old statisticians never die they become non 
significant.

Lottery is a tax on people who don11 understand 
satistics.

* Is Tea party with more than 30 people is a z - 
party ? (Hint: t distribution—z distribution asn n > 30)

When you ask a statistician his phone number, 
he often gives you an estimate of it. So don't call.

Remember Data is always plural.

One out of every four people is suffering from 
some mental ill ness. Check three friends, if they 
are ok, it is you.

* What is
(1 /cabin) d(cabin)?

It is Natural log (Cabin) + C = House boat.

tog(-1 )2 = log 1 = 0, But log(-1) = 2 log (-1)
2 log (-1 )= 0 or log (-1) = 0 !!!

A phys'sict calculates, gets a correct result and 
concludes that he has proven the fact.
A mathematician calculates until he gets a wrong re­
sult and concludes be has proven the contrary of the 
fact.
A statistician calculates until he gets a correct result 
about an obviously wrong proposi tion and concludes 
nothing, because explanaion is the task of the Sci­
entist who consulted him.

* A function and a differential operator met at a 
Hilbert space.
Diff. operaor: • Hai, make place I shall differentiate 
you.

Function : oh, forget it, I am e*

Diff. operator: Well, I am D/dy - (Hint :dzdy(e)=0

A statistician wanted to go to the other side of 
a river. When he arrived at the shore there was a 
man sitting for fishing. He was not in water. There 
was a boy cleaning his dress. He was 2 ft in water.



At the other part there was a man bathing. He was 
about 4 ft deep in water. He calculated Arithmetic 
mean. (0+2+4)/3 = 2ft. He told it is very easy, No 
need of a bridge, and started his journey by sing­
ing a song in the recently released film and drowned.

A statisician can have his head in an oven 
and and feet in ice and will say on the average he 
is fine.

A proof that all positive integers are equal.
It is sufficient to S.T. for all N>0, if A £t B are 

any two positive integers such that Max (A, B)=N, 
thenA=B.

This is proved by mathematical inducion.
If N=1, AfrB being positive boh must bet . So A=B, 
Assume the theorem is true up to some value K. 
Take A,B such that Max {A,B)= K+1 

Max (A-1, B-1) = K 
A - 1 = B-1 or A=B 

Thus every integers are equal !!!

Question: Why do we rarely find mathemati­
cians spending time at the beach?

Ans: It is because they have sine and cosine to 
get a tan and don’t need sun

Teacher: Who can tell me what is 7times 6 ?

Students : 42

Teacher : Very good ! Then what is 6 times 7?

Students : 24

One student didn’t do the homework given 
by the maths teacher. Next day he copied one’s 
note book by changing the function f as g, vari­
able x as y and changing log(x+1) as Timber
(y+D.
( Hint : 10 corresponds to 2 in binary)

There are 10 kinds of people those who can 
think binarily and who can’t.( Hint : 10, = 2)

One person: Do you realise that the series 
converges even when all terms are made posi­
tive?

Second person :- Are you sure ?
First Person : Absolutely !

(H int: Such a series is absolutely conversenti

Friend : Do you believe in God ?
Mathematician: Up to isomorphism

Mathematicians never die. They only lose 
some of their functions.

What is the value of contour integral around 
Western Europe ?

Ans : Zero
Quest :Why it is 0?

Ans: Since all poles are in Eastern Europe 
(Hint: by Cauchy’s theorem, integra around a pole 
=0 )

How does a mathematician call his dog?

Ans: Cauchy, Since it leavs a residue at every 
pole.(H int: Accoding to Cauchy's theorem if a pole 
comes in a region the integral around it will be the 
residue at that pole)

At a conference a mathematician was proving 
a theorem

Then one stood up and said that it is wrong 
and can prove counter example to it. Then the 
speaker answered : OK sir, I have another proof for 
it” .

* Prove that all positive integers are interesting.

Stdent: Assume that there exist an ui inter­
esting positive integer. Then there must be a small­
est uninteresting positive integer. Which is interest­
ing. Contradiction to our assumption. Hence every 
positive integer is interesting.

Logic is a systematic method for getting the 
wrong conclusion with confidence surely, statistics is 
a sysematic method for getting the wrong conclusion 
with 95% confidence.

We use E and S in mathematics because math­
ematicians end to make errors.

There are 3 kinds of people in the world those 
who can count and those who can’t.
(H int: The word count means finite or countably 
infinite)
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Rubbing the sleep off my eyes and reaching for 
the newspaper,out of the corner of my eyes, I
saw something black something moving?? My
eyes may be decieving me I tried to concen­
trate on the paper.

No something is moving. I can feel it. I took
a closer look. It's a bandicoot!! I stood stunned 
thinkng of what to do next. I tried out in my 
loudest voice “ a bandicoot".
Instantly my brother came running and looked 
in the direction of my pointed finger, "bandicoot? 
it’s a rat "my wise old brother says. Recalling Jim
sir’s class a sem or 2 before, I said "no, n o ....
it’s bigger than a rat. It’s a bandicoot"
"Any way it’s a rodent that’s for sure’ the sec­
ond one offered.
"Are you gonna discuss what it is and waste the 
whole day?"l asked.
All of them brought wooden sticks and posi­
tioned themselves at different angles. All the 
tricks to move the creature from it’s current 
position seemed futile, it would never budge. 
“Spray some water" one of them suggested. But 
the effect gave no response. After a few jabbings, 
it moved and one of them lifted the stick and it 
came down with a loud thud and a crack. It 
missed the pest but broke a flower pot into 
pieces.
"You dont know how to hit your aim is not
good “ second one blamed.
"Ok then, you try smart guy" pot hitter moved
away.
The second hit fell on the creature's body and it 
twisted in pain.

Noora Mahyakkal
Pegasus'04

"I can’t do th is .................  let it go" sect nd one
admitted.
"Yeah, let it go poor creature" pot hitter added
"No .... dont let it go. It will eat away the cassa 
vas father so lovingly planted. Don't hit the body 
hit the head, it will die on spot" I encouraged. 
All of them moved way, as if to say you try. big 
mouth. I got hold of a big stick.longer than me 
and came into the arena. The younges one who
had been poking the creature shouted " here
it comes hit..." I mustered all my strength, lifted
the stick, closed my eyes and hit.
The moment I opened my eyes, I knew I had failed.
I had hit the ground. " you missed a golden 
chance, you could have hit" all of them blamed.
In the midst of all this, the rodent had moved on 
to the safety of a nearby wall.
“ You all move away and poke it from one side. 
I'll do the hitting" youngest one volunteened. 
The older one poked and rest of us watched the 
scene from a distance without a word.. . wait­
ing.
We saw the stick being lifted and down it went 
crashing on to the skull of the animal. Did it give
out a squeal? No I must be imagining things.
"Success" others cried out.
The one who hit tossed the animal into a nearby 
pit.
"Its so ugly, that's why 1 couldn’t hit’ the pot 
breaker announced
"If it was a thief or somehting, I would have " he 
added.
I silently recalled a courageous cousin, who once 
was until he saw an oily black form outside the 
door one night. On that very day, all his courage 
melted away into the unknown and was nick 
named 'brave father’s coward son’. The silhou­
ette still haunts him, he says.
“If it was a rat or something, I would have killed, 
but it was a real human form" once I heard him 
say.
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Those days w hen you were near  
Those days w hich m ade m e cheer

Those days w hen you  used to  £uide 
Those days w hich buih  up m y m i£ht.

T hose days w hen you used  to  sco ld  
Those days w hich m ade me bold .

T hose days o f  fun and laughter  
Those days w hich went faster and faster.

Those days w hich have turned into
m em ories deep  

T hose days in to  w hich I want to  creep.

H ow  can 1 forget th em  ?



W t a e t e t r o M

Do all relationships have a 
name? Can all feelings be compartmentalized? 
Are there no relations that move into one 
another, blurring the so-called "boundaries"?

As Richa tried hard to grapple 
with her em otions, the feelings she once 
harboured surfaced again. Ashu was never her 
boyfriend. He was her friend. But just a friend? 
No, something more than that. She'd even tried 
considering if she had any 'brotherly' feelings 
for him. Far from it. She felt she was very close 
to him, probably more than any blood relative. 
Then what was this all about?

Was it som ething physical? 
Sure, he was the quintessential tall, dark and 
handsome man. The kind that high-school 
girls would drool over and women would 
want to flirt with. But she hadn't noticed him 
for that. Of course, his smart-alecky nature 
and smooth-talk often caught many of her 
classmates' attention. She loathed guys who 
talked sw eet n oth in gs and show ered  
compliments to get noticed. And yet there was 
something different about him. He had taken 
the initiative to talk to her. And she found him 
peculiar. One thing lead to the other and their 
relationship bloomed.

Long conversations on the 
phone, m eeting  up during vaca tions  
com bined-study sessions; sure enough  
indications for others to label it an aifair. 
People smirked or whispered things behind 
their back. But that never bothered her. Shi 
didn't think it disturbed him either. But she 
had never asked. A tacit understanding 
prevailed and they never discussed it. Why 
spoil som eth in g  specia l by try in g  to 
"categorize" it? And it remained that wav.

As Richa looked ahead, she 
sawr him. It's amazing how she can -'til! spot 
him in a crowd. He saw her and broke inti> a 
boyish grin. She faintly smiled back. He was 
climbing the steps now. There. He was waiting 
for her to speak. "Hi Ashu, meet my husband 
Sudheesh. Sudhi, this is my close friend, 
Ashuthosh." There, she had finally said it- close 
friend. They shook hands and exchanged 
pleasantries. " Please do have lunch before v< iu 
leave. 1 don't want Richa's friend to )ea\ e our 
wedding on an empty stomach." Sudhi was 
his courteous self. But she was feeling uneasy. 
There she was, standing in between two 
important men in her life...And she had a 
sinking feeling she was probably losing one.

"Sorry, I'm leaving lor Canada 
tonight and I have a lot of last-minute tilings 
to attend to." He had never told me he inv. 
leaving!



"I w o u ld n 't  miss R icha 's  w e d d in g  for 
anything in this world. We had a deal, didn't 
we? You know, she always said that she'd 
never talk to me if I did not make it for her 
special day." She smiled. ..or at least tried to. 
"W ish  you all the  best! Oh, befo re  I 
forget...here's your w edding gift." As he 
moved away, her eyes never left him. And 
he never looked back. Was it just her or did

he also have a glint of tears in h i s  eyes? She 
hoped Sudhi did not notice.

Later in the evening, the first 
gift she chose to open was his. Inside tire 
ornate wooden box was the magnificent 
antique necklace that he'd once shown her. 
It was his family heirloom. A note beside it 
read:
It  w a s a l w a y s  m e a n t  f o r  y o u .  L o i r , A s l u i . . .

As she closed the box, the 
tears she'd tried to rein in all day streamed 
down her face.

Boss

Tears

DEFINITION!
Doctor : A person who kills yor ills 

by pills, and later kills you 
with his bills.

: Someone who is early 
when you are late and late 
when you are early.

: The hydraulic force by 
which masculine power is 
defeated by 'emimne 
power.

Atom Bomb: An invention to end all
inventions.

Rumour : News that travels more
than the speed of sound.

Classic : A book which people
precious, but do not read.

Dictionary : The only place where 
divorce comes before 
marriage.

Father : A banker provided by
nature

Smile : A curve that can set a lot of
things straight.

Optimist : A person wno starts taking 
bath if he accidently falls 
into a river.

Committee : Individuals who can do
nothing individually and sit 
to decide that nothing can 
be done together.

Politician : One who shakes your
hands before elections and 
your confidences after.

Col lec ted  by  : 
AFNITHA P MAJEED 
Poseidon '07



Jeethu M.G.
Orion '06

Addressing those 
incidents from the stone-age 
to this mechaical era, we 
can visualise an immensely 
rich technical infrastructure 
being brought up in this 'big- 
umverse'. It has ofcourse, 
taken us to the pinnacle of 
fames, to great heights, not 
to forget superior positions.
In this era of the 21st cen­
tury, the world is witnessing a 
cyber revolution in which 
information processing & 
retrieval are being reliably 
done at an inredible impetus 
and if you consider this as 
the 'Brave-New' world, take 
heart-definitely NOT I!

Basically, whatever ie 
fed to the computer in the 
form of software or data, to 
an extend, are being 
analysed by the computer 
for just 'one' answer, It 
sarcastic to know there is 
rare investment of 'Brain 
power’ here & this 
synchronised system runs in 
a way like 'know-tools-get- 
tools, thus diminishing us into 
the 'couch potatoes' of the 
Blue planet. We become the 
dulls of this world with all 
zeals of knowledge locked up 
Leonardo da vinci didn't 'log 
on' to draw Monalisa but the 
'faddy-we' today without any 
real information keep'logging 
on'. On the whole, this 
cyber-scan turns us into 
messy, Torturos & agonizing 
homo-sapiens.

Its definitely sure 
that the future may be full 
of agonizing decisions,but 
that won't be new for hu­
manity. We will probably be 
dragged (like screening) 
towards the making of the 
most wise choices for our­
selves & our descendants. 
Our future now stands like a 
freight train, but to my 
suspect, I don't think t 
would make a start. We are 
now on the 'rising phase' 
which can maxout anytime. 
The US is conscious that its 
infrastructure is going fine 
but definitely not being sure 
they say "not the same 
level of confidence can go 
across the globe", that 
being the terrible FACT 1

The earth no longer 
has a pleasant face, Man 
may have conquered space 
but he is yet to solve the 
problems confronting his 
own planet & I don't think 
computers can be a solution 
becasue I find computers 
blooming all over the globe, 
but not the globe blooming 
along.

This universe of ours should 
be the house of all particles 
- from the subatomic to the 
gigantic & its riduculous to 
have only technical ma­
chines,

"Let MOUSE-CLICKS NOT 
TAKE ALL CREDIT!!''
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