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Visit to the

OLD AGE HOME

Everyone »as happy (and no one was sad),

Bui deep within, some gloomy feelings they had;
Their pain and sorrows could not be seen,

But their eyes could tell what they mean;

This was the condition ofthe people in the old age home.
Their longing to lore and to be loved,

By no mistake, 1 had seen.

For a moment | thought | was in a dream,

A dream full offurious sights,

A dream that really lights,

The miseries, pain and sorrows of the one,

Who loved us, cared for us,

Just to mate us feel happy and glad.

They also had some griefin their hearts,

To be shared with the loved ones apart.

But now, something | realized.

That they were living a ‘content life’

And this thought of mine made me amused.

I wondered how easily their dreams got shattered,
Like a beautiful tree that has now withered.

How calmly they saw different aspects of life,

And how simply they accepted a life with no strife
This was the condition ofthe people in the old age home
And now at the end, | wish to conclude by saving -
This world could change,

Which is full ofagony sadness and pain.

I wish they could get back to their beautiful homes,
Leaving this lonely place called OLD AGE HOME.
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Even the most conservative of anthropologists would concur that ‘agriculture' is the most primeval
form of 'culture' known to man. Indeed, other forms of culture struck roots drawing from the fundamental
‘culture’of crop and animal husbandry India may safely claim credit for the fact that we have been the pioneers
in viewing this mother of all cultures as a science, A careful and unprejudiced study of ancient texts written on
agriculture would reveal the scientific basis of the dictums and hypotheses contained therein. Considering that
these texts have: stood the test of time and have captured the attention of scientists all over the world, they
indubitably mert athorough study by students and practitioners of agriculture.

We present below some excerpts from Vrikshaayruveda, written by the sage Surapala, hoping that it

would kindle the interest of our students to pursue a study of these texts.

Sail

Black, while, pale, dark, red, and yellow are the colors and sweel, sour, sally, pungent,
biller, and astringent' are ihe tastes by which land is subdivided.

Land which is even, has accessibility to water, and is covered with green trees is good for
growing all kinds of trees.

Pnpigitio

Vanaspati, drum a, lata, and gulma are the four types ofplants. They grow from seed, stalk
or bulb.
Metkad af planting

The distance between two plants is fourteen, sixteen, or twenty forearm lenghts. These
distance result in inferior, mediocre, and excellent yield of trees respectively.

The pits should be prepared well in advance. The length, breadth, and the depth of the pits
should be a forearm measure uniformly. They should be properly dried, filled with cow bones
and cow dung, and burnt.

Nanrishment

The excreta, marrow of the bones, and flesh, brain, and blood of a boar mixed with water
and stored underground is called kunapa.

Hnrticnltnral Wanders

Trees watered and smeared at root with the mixture of the bark ofthe ‘Salmalf tree, turmeric,
indigo, triphala, 1Kusta’ & liquor bear fruits having the shades of a parrot.



Dr, Jayasree Krishnankutty

Dept. Agricultural Extension

AN

APPOINTMENT

Twilight descends

as the lanky, half clad figure

Walks along the narrow country lane
Slightly swaying to one side,

eyes glued to the ground,

As unsteady and weak,

As a drought ridden bough.

Inthe distance
A gleaming vehicle waits
With its suave owner.

Time stands still
As they meet.

Years peel away-

A little boy's cry

Over a grazed knee resounds.
A bunch of worn out books

Are unearthed, dusted,

and kept away again

A creaky bicycle moves clumsily-
Atrophy shines,

Giving way to a large aircraft,
Concrete roads, high rises, and
Pay packages

The sweat sodden, crumpled notes
Are forgotten

Weathered, earthy speech

Started to matter

So did dingy enclosures
Unmanicured yards,

And the lack of etiquette

Fit for a metrosexual

Words are exchanged
Courtesies take no time
And the meeting is over.

The old man turns away
Back to the country lane
The vehicle moves in reverse,
The lane is not wide enough.

Darkness falls,
Over the walking father
And the driving son.
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As a song of
awakening’

| saw the calm countenance,

Solacing and smiling at me.

In the midnight phase o fmy life,

In my troublesome period,

He came up to me and gave me light,

To walk through the shadows and meadows o flife

As a song o fawakening
It thrived in my heart.

An unspeakable happiness thrilled my days
To walk through His path,

To creep into His World,

Tm longing.

Longing to be a new creation
With tenderness and delicateness.

Yes, as a song o fawakening,

He thrives in my heart.

Oh, My Lord, Y& are my heart and
Y6u are my soul.

Fm Longing.
Longing to hear that Awakening song
And to attain eternity.
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To love is not just a feeling, itis an ability, not everybody has
it. May be, not even everybodylin love’ has it.

P hilosophy

Our philosophical interests do not always pursue our ethics.
Thats why, we begin to condemn others even as we live our own
imperfect lives.

CK cTORY & LOSS

Victory is not merely winning, itis sometimes defeating. But
when, Asoka won the Kalinga waT, I guess his bunch ofexpec
tations turned into disappointments, he was not being victorious,
he was losing.

EMOCRACY

This is not spending 10,000 crores on an election, it is not the
agony of many unfinished agendas. It is not being blind, why
can twe see the poor??

At times, my mind travels like a subway, | wonder when 1
have clearer paths on the top, why still take the MEN-
ACE???
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SHANIL N.S. A
Sopanam '05 [tf?

Our campus’ delusive serenity
Shrouds the elusive fraternity
Whose forever sportive affinity

To mischieftends to infinity.

Sipping black tea they recline,
Preferably from sharp nine.
To survey everything they incline

But to go to class gladly decline.

From that shaded vantage
Sems to push by they manage
With daring attendance shortage

For which duty leave they arrange.

As long as exams always loom
The Photostat business will boom.
An investment in it will bloom

Even during this recession gloom.

Catchy slogans will reverberate
Down corridors, otherwise sedate.
A positive change to create

To protest they don’t hesitate.

With all this said and done
Together they always stand as one.
Whether for team work or for fun

Stones left unturned are none.
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THE
CALIFORNIAN
GIANTS

They have seen the last two thousand years, they have seen humans arrive, their
settlement and now, themselves being decimated, the giant Redwoods of California,

home to Eiarthls longest and largest living organisms.

These giant conifers belong to the Cypress family and are to be found only in the
valleys and on the mountain slopes ofasmall strip ofland hugging the Pacific coast
in North California, extending just up to Qregon. These have survived the last ice-age.
The heartwood is covered for its longevity, ability to withstand fire & its rich red

colour.

O fthe genuslSequoia’, they are named after a famous Cheroitee Indian chief-
tain, Sequovah and can live upto 2200 years and reach heights of 115m. There are
about 120 such specimens, most of them in the Humboldt Redwoods State Part,
These green giants and their cousins, the Giant sequoia and the Dawn Redw oods
form a treasure trove. Much research has not been done on them since they are

inaccessible lowers, mysteriously shrouded in foliage and almost impossible to climb.

The exact locations of these Red Giants are known only to a handful of people,
most ofthem, Botanists-to ensure that recreational climbers do notlpoach’ the tree;
by careless and destructive climbing. A colossal tower, with acrown like the mush-
room cloud ofan atomic bomb isthe Adventure -atitan 102 metres high with a trunk,
a powerful 5 metres in diameter. Cracks and holes in the trunk could hold a man.
Amos Alon/.o shagg, a Sequoiadendroogigaateumtiee could well live to see 3,600
Years while coastal Redwoods (Sequoia semfernireas)would live just 2200.

In theJuly 02000, Stratosphere Giant was proclaimed the tallest at 112.8 meters
until, Hyerion was measured in the summer of2006 and stole the honour of tallest
tree and longest living organism on Earth, at 115.5 metres. Del Norte titan, another
coastal Redwood has an estimated wood volume ofabout 1000 cubic metres. These
gorgeous and imposing monsters are olten given mythological names by theirdisco’ -
erers - like in Redwoods slate park. The horsemen stand guard at the sequoa

National Forest.

It normally takes a good 200 to 250 years for a redwood to reach maturity,
thereafter it loses its head to a storm or simply dies. Reaction to this loss is by
production of limb like fingers ofa raised hand. In acontinuous process of regenera-
tion-termed1Reiteration’ the branches are produced and at points where they touch
here and there, they fuse over centuries and magnificent crow ns are created. Catch-
ing fire isacommon occurence; they simply carry on grow ing a lew centimeters a

year, drinking a 1000 litres of water a day.

There are hanging gardens of ferns, which weigh tonnes when saturated with
rainwater; the highest and heaviest masses ofepiphytes found in any tree canopy
anywhere in the world. Over centuries, layers ofearth, n some places almost a metre
thick, have accumulated on limbs ofthe trees or in forks of branches - home to even
acquatic crustaceans which normally dwell in gravel beds of streams a good 100
metres below.

And so, what can we do! The easiest thing would be to protect them (ill they
decide to bid farewell themselves. But wonder about them, those have withstood

time, drow n in theirimmensity & gel fascinated and learn.
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Remarkable regenerative ability of Eucalyptus

1. A structure calleld naked bud is present, in
the gap between leafstalk and twig. Itdoes
cot develop while leaf remains, but if the
leaf is lost, the bud takes its place. When
the naked bud has produced a leaf, it has
another naked bud waiting in case of need.

2. Behind each leaf stalk the twig has tissues
capable of producing new buds and new
growth. Under the bark of a eucalyptus
grows a set of dormant birds. If fire dam-

ages are severe, anew crop of leaves often

grows from the bark.

3. Many eucalyptus trees have woody bul-
bous structure called lignotubers growing
among the upper parts of the roots. Even
if the whole plant trunk is destroyed, new
shoots spring from the lignotuber & form

trunks.

4. Eucalyptus leaves have an elaborate sys-
tem of defenses against insect attack, fire
and drought. Their fire - resistant bark may
not even be damaged by a rapidly traveling
blaze. If bark is cut, the tree exudes a lig-
uid that hardens in to an insect proof “ban-
dage.”

Why wood floats?

Wood is made up of millions of tiny tubes/

52

fibres packed together. The air between the tubes
allow wood to float.

Which plants are used by frogs to lay their eggs
in?

Bromeliads are shaped like deep vases, with
the long, thick leaves spiralling around each
other. As it rains, waler collects within the
vase making a permanent little pool. Here,
tree frogs can lay their eggs & hatch their young
in safety, far away from predators like fishes,
which inhabit the places where frogs normally

lay their eggs.

.What is a living stone/flowering pebble?

If s a plant that looks exactly like a small
pebble/stone. Living stones or lithops are
found in hot dry deserts of South Africa. They are
succulents, with a thick cuticle wliich lets in sun-
light for photosynthesis. They grew very slowly

and need very little water.
Why fishes are unavailable ifsea becomes red?

The sea, becomes red due to the phenomenon
known as ‘red tide’. This is due to algae
Tricodesmium and single celled organism iike
Gymnodynium. A sudden increase of these
organism is known as 1Blooming’. This oc-
They

produce toxins, as a result the fishes move

curs due to accumulation of nutrients.

aw ay from these places.
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SPICES

Facts at your finger tips!

Knowing the peppy facts
about Indian spices is
profitable and fascinating.
Read them regularly in
SPICES BOARD’S periodicals

SPICE INDIA

Published every month simultaneously in Hindi, English, Malaycilam, Tamil 8
Kannada and as quarterly in Telugu and Nepali.

A completely grower-oriented Journal replete with informative articles on cultivation
methods, post-harvest technology, research and development.

Monthly Subscription rates
1 year Rs. 50/- 5 years Rs. 200/-

Quarterly subscription rates
for Telugu and Nepali issues

1 year Rs. 20/- 5 years Rs. 75/-

SPICES MARKET

A Weekly Bulletin in English to keep you updated on prices of spices in Indian
and World markers. A must for spice trades and exports.

Annual Subscription : Rs. 200/-

The secretary,

SPICES BOARD INDIA

(Ministry or Commerce and Industry, Govt, of India)
PB No. 2277, Cochin - 682 025, India.
Tel : 91 484 2333606, 23336.0 to 616
TO Fax:91 484 2331429,2334429
E-mail : pub@ indianspices.com
spicesboard@ vsnl.com

Web :www.indianspices.com iMeques ore not acceptable.


mailto:pub@indianspices.com
mailto:spicesboard@vsnl.com
http://www.indianspices.com
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Sanskrit.... Spells Science....!

Sanskrit is the mother of ail Euro-
pean languages. According to Forbes, San-
skrit was considered as the most suitable lan-
guage for speech recognition in comput-
ers. During the early years of software
revolution when Klestern scientists were fig-
uring out away ofconstructing a protocol for
wriiing code, they realized that the principles
had already been laid dost'n in the Sanskrit
language by Panini some 2500 years ago

Face off!!!

‘Chuttf , used in Kathakali, is a three
dimensional mask - like attachment made
of rice paste and paper that often extends
upto 15cm from the face

Tagore? s track on the* nobeF way.....

Rabindranath Tagore is not only the
first Indian Nobel Laurealte, but also the
first Asian to be honoured, taking into
account all the subjects in which awards
are given by the Nobel Committee.

The great bath of.... shirdi!

The bathing complex at Shirdi, Nasik
in Maharashtra, built and maintained by
Sulabh International for the Shirdi Saibaba

Know?

Trust is the largest bathing complex in (he
world. 1he complex can serve 30000 people
a day.

The seven srutis associated with natu-
ral sounds....

SA - Peacock’s cry

RE - The cow calling her calf

GA - The goat’s bleat

MA - The heron’s cry

PA - The cuckoo’s song

DHA - The horse's neigh

NI The elephantls trumpeting
Indian Mirchi... its hot!

lhe Tezpur chilli named after the
area where it is grown, is the hottest chilli
on earth. It has the highest Scoville units
per Capsicin - a measure of pungency.

Spreading Sparkles!!!
India is the worlds largest processor

as well as the worldls largest exporter of
finished diamonds

Thaf s why we stay awake!!

India is the largest producer and con-
sumer of lea in the world.
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Common Admission Test (CAT)

& other MBA entrance exams like XAT, JMET, MAT etc.

* Maximum Teaching Hours

* 5000 ++ Pages of Quality Materials

* Reading Skill & Vocabulary Improvement
* Calculation Speed Improvement

* Group Discussion & Interview Basics

MCA Entrance

(SUPER LONG TERM COURSE)

(NIT, AMRITHA, CUSAT, ALL KERALA)

CAMPUS RECRUITMENT
TRAINING

® Pattern Tests of Software Companies
* Group Discussions

* Mock Panel Interviews

* Resume Writing

* Communication Skills + Personality Development

TIME

Triumphant Institute of Management Education Pvt. Ltd.
2nd Hoor, Marva Arcade,
Mactiingal Lane. M.G. Road. ICR E680 001

Ph : 0487 - 2321086, 3203993, 9447194690
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enchanting murmurs fill my heart
pleasure of hopes and desires
n the world a day....

ns, though trespasses of the mind,
lewildering facets give me endless sobs
; me from every profound sleep

smind my ultimatums...

ns, thou blossoms of life

shades of crimson and lavender

ly roads with lovely hues.

ns, | fall for thee for thy enchanting motifsl



CLASS PHOTO DETAILS

PEGASUS '04

14 Row (Left to Right)

Divya Thomas, Karthika K.S., Gayathry Menon, Soumya RS., Divya Babu, Anu C.M., Rakhimol J, Silpa R Nair,
Manju RK., Saritha M, Arathy Balakrishnan, Reshmi R, Parvathy, Rajna S., Abdulsalam Alangadan, Arun E.K,

Z'c Row

Noora M., Soumya Sunny, Sarah John, Anisha V.R., Rajasree S., Sobha R Joseph, Kavitha RR., Remya Rajan V.,
Neetha Rose C.D., Susha RS., Rajeena K.. Simi Mohan Kumar, Chithra N. Nair, Arun Paul, Arun Babu

3,c Row

Praveen K.V., Sarathchadran M.A., Jiksy Raphel, Shobhana V. Lalithambika K.R., Ammu Madhusudhanan,

Sameena Sameer, Rohim J, Muhammed Safeer U, Liju Abraham, Rajesh M., Manu

SOPANAM ‘05

1 Row

Naeema Noushad Aii .Bnnda Devi I, Gintu George .Aiswarya M.V.. Lini G.. Swafah C.. Muhsina K.R Amina Junus,

Renu Balakrishnan, Nimmy Varghese, Priya Vallat

2 'Row
Hridya K.S.,Anju V.R.. Aswathi T.Vasu, Lisma Steephan. Durga A.R., Febida K.T., Vincy Varghese, Jinisha C.S.,
Rosmin George, Asha Eapen, Renuka Kolleeri.FasilaE.K, Shermi Sharaf

3 :Row

Anu George, Manjusha A., Smita Thattil, Seeshma K.S., Anusha S. Sahna Hamsa, Rasheeda VP. Shifa Nazmi,
Rajalakshmi R, Anuja A.R.Ance Mathew, Ashitha S.G. Ligi Paul

4 Row

Maneesh Mohan. S.Arun. Vishnu R.. Vinod K.H., Rajees PC.. Vijith Krishnan K.,Adnan Ashraf, Husain PR,
Shine R

ORION ‘06

1'row
Jeethu M, Gopalan, Anjana Chandran ,Remya J.S., Prasanthi K., Sujisha Balakrishnan.Somymol RV,
Meera T.M..Smitha K.,Roshin Varghese

2nd Row

Najitha Ummer. Salini Suresh, Renjini V.R,. Neethu Narayanan., Anupriya N.K., Indulekha V.P, |Hi V.Saian.
Jimcy Maria T.Vaisakhi K.C. .Suvana Sukumaran Savitha Antony

3" Row
Tapasya Babu. Salva Saidutty, Divya K., Ankitha Jha, Deepthi R.. Binisha K.V., Fahitha, Priya :Joseph
Adheena Ram. Syama S.Menon, Shethal K.Radhakrishnan, Joslin Jose

4" Row

Suraj K.Ravindranath, Sayooj V., Najeeb Naduthodi, Vinay B.,Athul B.Manappadan, Ahamed Shanab S.,
Abdul Rahiman .Renjith RS., Varun Kumar A.V.



POSEIDON ‘07

1 Row
Athulya M.M., Smitha S.,Subhasree 5., Rubeena C.M., Neethu N.S., Lakshmi Friya LN.
2nd Row
Johncy RJ., Manju k.R, Krishna RM., Ashna C.Jaleel, Shely Mary Koshy, Reshma K.M.,
Shelja R, Neethu Chandran
3rd Row
Neeraja C.R., Geeth u Jacob, Aparna M., Divya Sasidharan, Aswathy Dew Chandim P 8., Aswathy Krishna R.,
Aswathy Pramod, Farvathy A., Remya Babu, Lashmi K. Mohan, Rosmy George, Nikhitha O.M.,
41" Row
Anu R.,Fazeena Ph.. Sreelakshmi M.S, Tess Joseph, Asna A.C, Nisa Latheef. Anupama Knshnan,
Delna Jose, Rahina A.R Ashjan K.M, Sruthi RD, Arsha Baiakrishnan, Sneh Praoha
5t Row

Arunkumar A., Suraj Chauhan, Jijo Joseph TJ, Anand Vishnu Prakash, Shihab Babu,

Sachu Zachariah Jchn. Deepak Kumar

AVALON ‘08

1- Row
Jancy J, Nayan K., Minnu Sebastian, Basila C.C, Nimisha V.P, Sajeera C Chathoth, Joseena Jose,
Anagha EV, Sreeremya R, Rubeena A, Renjana K.V, Mithu Anto, Rubeena M,

2"c Row
Josna Jose, Anila M.A, Manju Roshni, Reshmika RK, Onima V.T, Aparna VS, !sna Karimban, Ashwathy Vijayan,
Darsana S., Najiya Samad, Justina P John, Nehla AR, Bincy K Varkey, Surya Vijayan, Sandhya RT,

3" Row
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Prabhakar Tamboli b
Allison Chang !

THE CURRENT
ECONOMIC RECESSION & ITS IMPACT
ON AGRICULTURE: WHAT CAN WE DQO?

As we all know, the current economic recession is
having global impact on the economies of both
developed and developing countries. Financial
meltdown is worsening and will continue to worsen
the food crisis. The shock waves from the credit crisis
have spread around the world. While the world5s
attention has been focused on rescuing investment
banks and stock markets from collapse, the global
food crisis has been neglected. Food and Agricultural
Organization (FAO) figures show that more people
are going hungry as food prices increase, especially
in those countries heavily dependent on imported
food. In 2007, some 923 million people were seriously
undernourished compared to 848 million in 2003-05.
The economic crisis will have more adverse effects
on developing countries than on developed countries.
Based on Gross National Income (GNI) per capita,
the economies of the countries of the world are
divided into two major categories (Ref: Atlas of
Global Development-The World Bank Publication).
Countries with an average income of less than

Agriculturalyield/unit o fland can greatly improve with
introduction o fa location-specific technology package

$10,725 in 2005 are classified as developing countries
(often referred as low- and middle-income countries).
Countries with an average income of more than
$10,276 are classified as developed countries (often
referred as high-income countries). The majority of
the population in developing countries does not have
basic necessities of life; these people live far below
the poverty line, earning less than one or two US
dollars per day. They suffer from chronic hunger,
malnutrition and poor health there is tremendous
contrast in the standard of living and quality of fife
between developed and developing countries.

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES & NEED FOR
GROWTH

There are many reasons why the economies of
developing countries are not doing well, but the main
reason is that these countries depend very heavily on
their agricultural sector. Agriculture remains the main
engine of growth and, therefore, the economic
backbone of most developing countries— accounting
for 32 percent of GDP growth on average. Typically
it is also the largest source of employment (60-80%).
Thus, a robust and growing agricultural sector is
essentia] to economic development and to mitigating
the current economic crisis.

A farmer relies on animal labor to till bis field

17



Additionally, many developing couniries are politically
unstable. Such countries are called “fragile” or “failed”
states Iraq, Afghanistan, Somali, and Sudan, to name
a few. Some countries are also experiencing or have
experienced ethnic fighting, with Rwanda and Burundi
serving as notorious examples. Another example is
Kenya with its 36 million people split into more than
40 ethnic groups with strong identities and separate
languages. Poor governance, corruption and lack of
political commitments are major hindrances in fighting
economic crisis in these countries.

THE GLOBAL FOOD CRISIS

One of the most striking effects of the economic
meltdown has been the GLOBAL FOOD CRISIS.
I his is the culmination of complex, interweaving
global policies and decisions. The most affected are
loss-income countries, as they have the least domestic
safety net programs to cope with economic shocks
and thus often rely on external assistance for support
during the crisis. According to the United Nation’s
Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) criteria,
some of the worst affected countries include
Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, Benin, Bolivia,
Burk ina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon,
Columbia,

Congo, Cuba, Djibouti, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador,
Georgia, Guatemala, Guinea, Haiti, Indonesia, Iran,
Irag, Jordan, Kenya, Laos, Madagascar, Mozambique,
Myaumar, Russia, Rwanda, Sudan, Svria, Yemen and
Zimbabwe (Ref: Josett Shceran International Food
Policy research Institute publication , September 2008).
Accor ding to a USDA report, nearly 700,000 child-
ren went hun gry during 2007-08. This crisis has not
stopped at our borders: Close to one in eight Americans
struggled to feed themselves adequately even before
this veaf s sharp economic downturn.

In addition to political, social and economic reasons,
the food crisis in many developing countries is also
due to the following reasons;

1) Neglect of agriculture sector:

Years ol underinvestment and misinvestment
internationally have resulted in a lack of adequate
funds to:

Generate location specific technology and
increase productivity per unit of land

Transfer this technology to end users via
extension services

Provide farm inputs like fertilizers, insecticides,
etc.

Provide infrastructure for transportation of farm
inputs and agricultural produce

Provide agricultural credit at reasonable rale to
small holder farmers

Generate post-harvest technology and market
research

Provide farm subsidies and incentives

The global food situation has also become more
complex due to climate change and global warming.
Limited natural resources like land, water and sources
of energy are additional constraints in many
developing countries. These issues are not only
historical and current, but will continue to have
important, sometimes grave, impact on the global food
supply arid economy.

In addition to all this, we have not even begun
discussing factors such as the controversy
surrounding global trade barriers, which paints an
even more complex picture of the situation.

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

So, how to address this food crisis? What are
international organizations are doing, and what can
individual countries do to address and ameliorate
conditions?

First, one must mention the high-level conference on
world food security held in June 2008 at the Food
and Agricultural Organization (FAO) headquarters in
Rome. Over three days, 42 heads of the State and
Government, 100 high level Ministers and 60 non-
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Addit ionally, many developing co jnines are politically
unstable. Such countries are called “fragile” or “failed”
states Iraq, Afghanistan, Somali, and Sudan, to name
a few. Some countries are also esperiencing or have
experienced ethnic fighting, with Rwanda and Burundi
serving as notorious examples. Another example is
Kenya with its 36 million people splil into more than
40 ethnic groups with strong identities and separate
languages. Poor governance, corruption and lack of
political commitments are major hindranccs in figh 'ing
economic crisis in these countries.

THE GLOBAL FOOD CRISIS

One of the most striking effects of the economic
meltdown has been the GLOBAL FOOD CRISIS.
This is the culmination of complex, interweaving
global policies and decisions. The most affected are
low-income countries, as they have the least domestic
safely net programs to cope with economic shocks
and thus often rely 011 external a,sisiancc for support
during the crisis. According to the United Nation’s
Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) criteria,
some of the worst affected countries include
Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, Benin, Bolivia,
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon,
Columbia,

Congo, Cuba, Djibouti, Ecuador Egypt, EI Salvador,
Georgia, Guatemala, Guinea, Haiti, Indonesia, Iran,
Irag,Jordan, Kenya, Laos, Madagascar, Mozambique,
Myanmar, Russia, Rwanda, Sudan, Syria, Yemen and
Zimbabwe (Ref: Joseit Shceran International Food
Policy research Institute publication , September 2008).
Accor-ding to a USDA report, nearly 700,000 child
ren v ent hun-gry during 2007-08. This crisis has not
stopped at our borders: Close to oie ineight Americans
struggled to feed themselves adequately even before
this year’s sharp economic downturn.

In addition to political, social and economic reasons,
the food crisis in many developing countries is also
due to the following reasons:

1) Neglect of agriculture sector:

Years of underinvestment and tnisinvesimen 1
internationally have resulted in a lack of adequate
funds Q:

Generate location-specific technology and
increase productivity per unit of land

Iransfer this technology to end users via
extension services

Provide farm inputs like fertilizers, insecticides,
etc.

Provide infrastructure for transportation of farm
inputs and agricultural produce

Provide agricultural credit at reasonable rale to
small-holder farmers

Generate post-harvest technology and market
research

Provide farm subsidies and incentives

Ihe global food situation has also become more
complex due to climate change and global warming.
Limited natural resources like land, water and sources
of energy are additional constraints in marts
developing countries. These issues are not only
historical and current, but will continue to have
important sometimes grave, impact on the global food
supply and economy.

In addition to all this, we have not even begun
discussing factors such as the controversy
surrounding global irade barriers, which paints an
even more complex picture of the situation.

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

So, how to address this food crisis? What are
international organizations are doing, and what can
individual countries do to address and ameliorate
conditions?

First, one must mention the high-level conference on
world food security held in June 2008 at the Food
and Agricultural Organization (FAO) headquarters in
Rome. Over three days, 42 heads of the State and
Government, 100 high-level Ministers and 60 non



governmental organizations from 181 member slates
discussed climate change, bio-energy and soaring food
prices. All participants agreed that agriculture would
again be a priority, and that increased agriculture
investment and productivity were crucial. Many donors
announced financial contribution s aimed at countries
most impacted by the crisis. However, it is significant
to note that such announcements of intentions to fund
did not necessarily equate to actual funding in the
following months, as countries were faced with the
grave economic crisis, several governments decided
to decrease actual funding.

The World Bank is another large player in this field.
The Bank recently created a 1.2 billion dollar rapid-
financing facility with (he first grants approved in
FY 08 for Djibouti ($5 million), Haiti ($10 million)
and Liberia ($10 million). More funds have since been
approved. These funds are directed at expanding
school feeding programs, child-mother program,
increasing access to seeds and fertilizers and other
areas.

The World Bankbs Private arm, the International
Finance Corporation (IFC), is pursuing a market-
driven strategy in response to the food crisis and in
FY 08 invesled $1.4 billion to boosi production,
increase liquidity in supply chains, improve logistics
and distribution and increase access to credit for
small-plol farmers.

In addition to the help received from international
organizations, the individual countries must take
immediate action and play active role in addressing
food crisis. Some ofthe steps to be taken will include:

Food Availability Per Capita

S Fathoith> 20)

Food availability per capita in Asia, Sonlb America,
and Sob-Sabaran Africa (Source: IFPRI)

1) Getting the priorities right:
food security for alt will depend on policy
action and institutions that address the causes
of food insecurity, malnutrition, and
unsustainable management of natural
resources. The specific policies that will be
most appropriate will vary according to local
and national circumstances

2) Investing in human resources: It is essential
to both improve the well being of the individuals
affected and to promote broad-based economic
growth and sustainable food security. Policy and
institutional changes should focus on improving
access to healthcare, clean water, safe sanitation
and childcare.

3) Generating technology: Sweeping
technological changes will be required to
increase productivity per unit of land and meet
the food demand of increasing rural and urban
populations. Location-specific technology
packages must be developed. Effective
extension services should be developed to
transfer the technology to end users.

To conclude, while the situation is highly complex,
multi-faceted and controversial, it is also clear that
we as an international community have the capability
to ameliorate matters. Critically necessary is genuine
political will and action on the part of not only
politicians, but the informed public. The food and
economic crises are overlapping phenomena that
affect each one of us, and we must take it upon
ourselves to face the challenge and demand
accountability from our leaders.

Where the world's poor live:
Poor living on less than $1 a day

9ft*) million in 2MM

IarrgNit 3119%

Geographic distribution ofpoverty (Source: IFPRI)
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Rajees P C
General Secretary, Students’ Un on 2007-'08 A

Ua

UNION
REPORT

F m filled with elation and pride in presenting before
you the report of the activities of the Students' Union
2007-’08. This report bears testimony to the
wholehearted and sincere participation ofall students
in the activities conducted last year by the Union.
Notwithstanding the fact that the Union had a rather
short span of five months, we outdid the time shortage
by organizing awide variety of programs and activities.
This Union has constantly strived to promote a sense
o fwell being among students ofthe college bv giving
thrust to personality development exercises. We may
claim without the slightest doubt thal our Union had
been a pioneer in the University in several welfare
ventures undertaken for students. An eventful Union
as it was, the credit must be shared by the college
administration as well, with v bom we maintain avery
cordial relationship. The teachers and non-teaching
staff of the college have been endorsing and
participating in all our venture s, which gready bolstered
our confidence in every step' taken.

The Union was ushered in on 2rdJuly 2008.
Following were its office bearers:

President: Sarath Chandran M. A.
* Vice President: Deeplbi R.
* General Secretary: Rajees P. C.
Joint Secretary: Priya 7. Joseph

Arts Club Secretary: Vishnu R.

80
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Student Editor: Anuja A. R.

Sports Club Secretary: Vijith Krishnan K.
Social Service League Secretary: Vinay B.
Planning Forum Secretary: Yunus C.

Quiz Club Secretary: Najeeb N.

University Union Councillors: Arun E.

Abdusalam Alangadan & Anu Goerge



Class representatives: Safeer M. U. (2004), Shine
P. (2005), Ahamed Shahab S. (2006), Jijo
Joseph T.J. (2007) & Sreevidhya M. K. (PG)

The Union took shape with Dr. P. K. Rajeevan as
the Patron and Dr. C. T. Abraham as the Associate
Patron. The Following teachers were appointed as

staff advisors:
Dr. K. Sateesh Babu Arts Club

* Dr.Jayasree Krishnankutty Staff Editor
Sri E. U. Rajan  Sports Club

Dr. Haseena Bhaskar - Social Service
League

« Dr. R. Ushakumari- Planning Forum
Quiz Club

But for the cooperation and counsel of these
teachers, functioning of the Union would have
become a formidable task. We offer our sincere

< Dr. Rose Mary Francis

thanks to all of them.
Inaagaration

The formal inauguration of the Students’
Union 2007-°08 was held on 28 ,hJuly 2008. The
function was presided over by Sarath Chandran
M. A., President of the Students’ Union. The
Union was declared inaugurated by the celebrated
theatre personality and social commentator Shri
Jayaraj Warier. Shri Warier s speech was coloured
with humour and folksongs, while he spoke on
the importance ofgoodness in our lives. The noted
poet and Executive Committee member of Kerala
Sahitya Academy, Shri Ravunny inaugurated the
Arts Club. The Secretary of the Students’ Union
extended the vole of thanks. The formal function
was followed by an evening of revelry in song
and dance. Vidwan Aroor P. Manoharan, carnatic
music exponent performed to a packed
auditorium, much to the rapture of music lovers.
This was followed by an orchestral performance

by Cochin Heroes.
Arts Club

The Arts Club functioned under the leadership
of Vishnu R. as its secretary and Dr. K. Satheesh
Babu as the Staff Advisor. Its activities were
flagged ofwith the film festival, Celluloid. It was
conducted on 15th, Ib'1 & 17lhJuly 2008 at the

Seminar Hall. Movies screened were sourced from"
different slates, in four languages. The festival
turned out to be a montage in culture and
entertainment.

The inter-class arts festival, Jwala, was
conducted from 241Ibto 311July 2008. It provided
the students with a competitive platform lo present
their talents, some pronounced, and some
concealed. Once again this year, Sopanam 2005
batch emerged winners of the competition. Ahamed
Shahab S. was awarded the Kalapratibha and
Suvana Sukumaran, Kalatbilakam.

Under the auspices of the Arts Club, Christmas
was also celebrated with gusto in the college. A
Christmas Crib contest was held on 12lbDecember
2008 . The same day, a treasure hum was also
organized. The event was so devised that the
participating students had to scan the entire campus
of the college while scouting for the treasure. A
card-making competition was also held on the same
day. The celebrations came to an end by singing
carols with Santa Claus distributing sweets.

The college securing the runners-up position
in the Inter College Arts Festival held on 2"dto 5h
November 2008 was indeed the most remarkable
achievement of the Arts Club. Many hours ol
meticulous planning and rehearsal went behind
this success.

The students of our college exhibited their
talents on many stages outside the college as well
under the leadership of the club. The important
programs were:
< Agrisangamam : 18lb August 2008

Central Zone Agri-Fest: 17lhOctober 2008
* Workshop on Medicinal

‘Osadheeyam’: 14lb November 2008

plants,

Magazine Club

Anuja A. R. and Dr. Jayasree Krishnankutty
headed the Magazine Club and the Editorial
Forum. The club conducted the interclass literary
contest from 241Ibto 26 hJuly 2008 in association
with Jwala. awarded the
Sargapratibha. Anand Vishnu Prakash was
adjudged as Chitrapratibba. The Sahitrapratibha

was Shanil N. S.. The magazine club also released a

S. Arun was



wall magazine named ‘ Kilikoodu on 1" January
2009. Il was declared open by (lie Patron of the
Union. The wall magaziie continues to be an
active portal into the minds of the students of the
college.

Planning Forum

The Planning forum functioned with Yunus
C. as i(s Secretary and Di. R. UshaLumari as its
advisor. The first program was a talk by Sri K.
Soman, Secretary of the Energy Conservation
Society on the topic,” Energy Conservation: Need
of the Hour?1 A demonstration class on flower
arrangement was given by Sml. Thara Vineesh.
On 22rmdMay 2008, the acclaimed film Mr. & Mrs.
lyer was screened. On 29'1November 2008, with
aview ofsensitizing the students on the impending
danger of climate change, the Oscar winning
movie of Al Gore, ‘An irconvenient truth’ was
screened. Later (hat month, a talk titled ‘Be
positive’ was delivered by Dr. P. Ahmed at the
Seminar flail of the College

Quiz Club

The club functioned under Najeeb N. as
Secretary and Dr. Rose Mary Francis as its StafF
Advisor. The first program of the club was the
conduct of an environment quiz by Dr. Mani
Chellappan on the occasion of World Environment
Day. Ashitha S. G. was the winner. An interclass
quiz was held on the sidelines of the Inter Class
Arts Festival withJoseph John as the quiz master.
The representative batch from Orion 2006 was
the winner.

Social Service League

The club was lead by Vinay B. as its Secretary
and Dr. Haseena Bhaskar <s its advisor. Realising
the need for making exercise a habit for students
and teachers, a two-day yoga-awareness session
was conducted in the college auditorium by Dr.
Pankajakshan. Another piogram conducted was
a talk by Dr. C. George Thomas on the topic
‘Evolution ofAgriculture’ in the seminar hall of
the college.

Sports Club
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The sports club had Vijith Krishnan K. as its
secretary and Sri E. U. Rajan as its StafF Advisor.
A novel concept was initiated by the club by
setting up a Health & Recreation Centre on 6'1
August 2008 by Olympian Eijo David Thoftan,
renowned international athlete, followed by a
lecture on correlation of sports with health by Prof.
P. M. Narayan Namboodiri, Dept, of Physical
Education, Vyasa College. An interclass
basketball tournament was held on 16hJanuary
2009. On 17,lJanuary 2009, interclass volleyball,
football and table tennis tournaments were held.

Other activities

*Dr. C. George Thomas did the whole COH
fraternity proud by being awarded with the
‘ Karshakabharati by the Government of Kerala
for his contribution to farm journalism in the
slate of Kerala. 1 he Students” Union felicitated
Dr. Thomas by presenting him a lettei of
appreciation.

Dr. D. Jacob was awarded the IPI-FAL prize for
nutritional management of yellowing in
He did his doctoral work at the
College of

arecanul.
Department of Agronomy,
Horticulture. He was felicitated by the Students’
Union.

The victors of Inter-college Arts Festival were
felicitated by the Patron of the Union. Dr. C. T.
Abraham and Dr. K. Salheesh Babu also spoke
on the event.

2004 batch was given a befitting farew ell by ihe
Students’ Union by organizing a program named
Ruksat’08. The event was charged with emotion
and nostalgic feelings.

Looking back, the Union gone by was quite
eventful in spile of shortage of time. Il must be
mentioned once again that it was the unflinching
support of the staff advisors that made so much
aclivity possible. We express our deepest regard
and gratitude to all staff advisors, hoping that the
blessings of our teachers shall be bestowed on
future Unions as well.



amil

*“g) QBTODOIllQoJ0ej (5) 12 NGIEI MO0
6D (P(038 0£J06TT)JI6) S BKITU)-
ertj)0"m®>rr3 gDsojrooi)i<ft>(/3.
(tnaojcoilsjjo jam

($)ro|3moo cs6TuoajaicEyejls60r38l«”,
isonil a3mlooil§ &8 0B&&jcroj

n\)a*«rnoj(oaiflffl3 nflanolsol

culemj ermoasS.

-(SdSiadQ a * (scoomoru



UOD*\o»ei> 2

N® DB®Cai°t (TO®W' <Wi
00(m®0®'04 w nil0

® 0 I I @S®®i,ll:4| rria-»l®w “

Nra*q ' «»»-

aSI™®6 1 J® om W 'S™ Iratw 3T6WS

"7Z7A7Z**l.
5SSS™*--




' Q(@e>pPE>3 20D°SLK)®

routes--as

gUC Cr09) (ooIB

;aujLr>3Lccicjiejcs<£. cfflce:
mgnti£!9rg|CIL> umuo'sp

P7lsinjg<el fficr's
soin;cujog§

gre>  if* w s7iglud

st9toOjL®’ &©@aofajufirca) @& (CD*"

gncPjola)C(fii9

(jj9craL(CDL®tsrcr3®1 £u0LC)L®Sr,CC6P

iCCD~teDitfw OtPIUitfK1
gucru?te:cridl) <?e>ss)Lru<afU
w arn
teutes-icusiw
(G6°ra s (t§tiesin o ?ccicj 3

0 [teucu(trrac©(U”
000(0"
L«BS>CO+0/i?tICIE)  Ct&StfK-
tLtesAeL> (fICC $LO<INC2I9
oousscrc7
(se>(£Ei©sof ogpgresete)cras.
aero)r YJDIP s«tiuo§
"V(jul>?cu|®>era L§tiE90 crus ?a 100

cuDttsepGus® ocLuocsfrn-’

ra<9ii§raul»®c ‘eP>

(£,8 OftasacuOcU

t0J0«ME)0€POL GUCOIj
craa(Dg|R>icu>12 L®
ciasiajuoai)(9ffrccu)ic

ajiscraLmcc'c®:- teccuwctors

t' * 90, “uscraaruQifi)

@< u>(,;ru9?



86

njo&jcruo)Imlaajj<sjo,
36ni5y)DGa3r»io
ajlejonjesBoS.
alOyImilflj3 anflirm

a5 Tuafioaql
q0BAMG0 o>

AresfBdd arucejGcOTm oerh...

£Drul6)s sTOToni

‘(Sca>36TDO§ " nroTsxij}

(il & 0B>&2g(33

6009 MG<m Ua>§(TD

fiCdagjnng).

fooo4l GjaloaftoGj arooo)*

[>]iLV)I2 131'DaD 6) "WII) y=

JyNJOo GIOL §TJIOSIGONNoI(H)IoS

fiIDCKTUJ DIcSBiCTD].

Bo"<6990...

DD QlcOfiDdD'QIUo gDQIgS (1EE0 1

603HDGS V). *) (BDINTOOmia [lcd§1CD.

601 (TCERIOOAYCE adDDAo gDOAsIS dBSTANg (J-JOrfmw.

D vyi);;.-jj'd:; mamjicaoD.l,.

oiolteoej*o CDIgOTcfioooOT)  calsltfloimrijenBOcejsrDo...

With best compliments from:

EPC IRRIGATION

A Division of EPC Industrie Ltd.
Aathira, SungraceAvenue, Chiyyaram, Thrissur-26
Phone :0487-2250011, Fax : 2250836

Pioneers in
Drip, Sprinkler & Micro Irrigation Systems with
Europea n Collaboration & ISI Certification

Approved for Govt. Subsidies
Trainee distributors available throughout Kerala

Regie nal & Franchise Distributors for Kerala

KAIRALII MARKETING ASSOCIATES

Aathira, Sungrace Avenue, Chiyyaram, Thrissur- 26
Phone : 0487-2250011, Fax : 2250836
e-mail : kairalill@ sancharnet.in

B — Corporate Office & W orks:

H-109, Ambad, Nasik - 422 010

Ph : 0253 - 2381081 /82 /83. Fax : 2382975 /2381385


mailto:kairali11@sancharnet.in

Najeeb N.
Orion '06

A"ON$"r<” Ve HHW »S WfcfT, Wh&M> It ~ £ HOW \T»S

I f* MO U46 TXYIN*. To colOv h ©fcovOr



88

S. Arun

Sopanam ‘05 , 1

jm

BuidBridges,
no, Walls

Thomas L. Friedmar, the celebrated American pop-economist (a word he coined
himself) and author of the bestseelier 'The World is Flat' wrote about his chain of thoughts
as he was typing an article for The New York Times’ on his IBM Laptop. He took a hard
look at the black machine and noted, the laptop that was assembled in California had an
1C board made in Tokyo. CD-drive manufactured in Taiwan, camera made in Finland,
speakers made in Hor.g-Kong and the laptop was designed by Louizio Finacci, Italy. The
operating system loaded was Apple-Mackintosh. made by Software developers in Bangalore
working for Apple inc., USA. He wondered, what would happen if Taiwan were to hamper
free-trade or the US were to disallow outsourcing? Could this laptop ever have been
made? Or, could any laptop ever be made? Or, yet more, could the US be half as

prosperous as it is today7

The questions that bothered Friedman have been the concern of economists for over
half a century, probaby even before laptops were invented. Ever since nations patched
up after the end of the second world war, all nations got a hard hit on the head. They
realised the futility of animosity between nations and assessed all the irreparable damage
that this animosity had caused to them. Even though a total reconciliation was impossible,
groups of countries get together on the basis of common motives and ideals (or even,
common enemies) and formed alliances. There was a US-led alliance, that plotted
against the USSR led a liance. And then there was an alliance of countries who wanted to
have no business with these two. The countries within alliances would strike economic

and defence deals with each other.

Gradually, by the beginning of 1980's, these countries began to get an acute sense of
inadequacy about these alliances. Economic partnership with allied nations alone started to
seem far too insufficient to meet the needs of economic majors like the US. France, the UK
and Japan. By 1984, he fall of USSR into smaller pieces only helped to aggravate this

uneasy feeling.

A new concept began to come into the scene, namely 'globalisation’. Economists have never
looked back since. Tte concept of globalisation assumed several interpretations and
definitions, and economists have been racking their brains in preparing a model for a globalised

economy. With the signing of GATT, the idea of globalisation took a recognisable form.



Countries began to understand each others' economies and cultures better. Economic relations
grew out of mutual respect. Several treaties were signed (and broken). The idea of globalisation
rests on the principle of 'under-sufficiency of a nations resources’. It means that one country's
resources may be lacking in another and vice-versa. Hence, mutual cooperation would benefit

either.

Since time inmemorial, man has fought over money, property and woman. The birth of
globalisation also saw the birth of new economic problems. With problems, difference of opinion
among nations became grave and got magnified into skirmishes. The signing of the WTO treaty
made a bold attempt to salvage some of that, but nations can get rather difficult when it get to

monetary and territorial compromises.

An example in point is the very well documented Indo-Pakistan relations. After years of childish
bickerings, both countries began to realise that one issue would forever stand and was indeed
tough to solve. However, that should not deter, trade and cultural relations between the two
nations which would stand both countries in good stead. So, the key to new world equations is

to keep unsolvable problems in the backlog and surge ahead with mutually beneficial relations.

in the globalised world economy that exists today, it is impossible for a country to survive

without the co-operation of other countries, or at least it neighbours.

Coming back to the principle about a country's insufficiency in resources, todays world economies
are so desinged that import of resources from other countries is considered imperative for the
economy to progress. In such a situation, it would be grossly unwise to join in issue with any
country, which could in turn upset our relations with all those countries amiable to our enemy.
In the current global perspective, building bridges to new economies is the key. Destroying
walls must the difficult; but the solution, as demonstrated in the India-Pakistan issue is to let the

wall stay and build a bridge over it.
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Dr. Meera V. Menon

Dept of Agronomy j 1

About Holes -
Both Black and Invisible

Black holes have always fascinate J me. The thought
of those huge dark masses with such powerful
attractive forces that even light cnnnoi escape their
clutches has always filled me with a strangely
pleasurable dread. | liken (hem to gigantic vacuum
cleaners in the Universe, remorselessly sucking in all
the bits and pieces of planets and stars and other
celestia I rubbish which have no bu dness littering the
heavenly pathways. (T ve often wished that my
vacuum cleaner was a fraclior as efficient. It
frequently strikes work and when 1do finally manage
to coax it to activity, il refuses to gulp all the juicy
morsels of cobwebs I put in its way and instead, makes
a meal of all my safety pins, rubber bands, unpaid
electricity and telephone hills, and once, even my car
keys.)

I hough we have no black holes on earth, | have at
limes wondered whether we have other unknown
invisible gaps with the same magnetic properties.
Remember the Bermuda triangle' in the Atlantic
Ocean, where many ships and aircraft have
mysteriously vanished, leaving n> trace? lales of
ghostly ships without any crew, and of phantom
airplanes which appeared and di>appeared, which
used to feed my imagination in mv childhood, now
raise conjectures in my mind about ihe nature of these
earthly black holes do the lost objects periodically
re-emerge?

94

Closer home, il is my unshakeablc belief that there are
unseen holes in my surroundings into which those
things | am particularly in need ol disappear. 1d (he
kitchen, it is my favorite knife wkick periodically drops
into the cavity, A vigorous search in all the shelves
and cabinets and every other possible place yields many
other long lost objects, but never the knife. My family
members are all, of course, wide eyed with wonder.
No, they've never been in the kitchen. No, they've
never touched my knife. And they are all most
astonished when the knife turns up in the garden, beside
the mango tree which bears ripe fruits.

My comb is another item to which the hole is very
partial. Every morning, after the daily cooking ritual
at the usual breakneck speed, lam getting dressed to
go to work, when 1 find that my comb is missing. |
pull out every object in the cupboard, but its still
missing. lemploy iny investigative skills and question
those in the vicinity {my offspring), but I still draw a
blank. “Who wants your comb when lhave mv ow n?"
is one scornful reply, while another innocent one is,
“l haven’ tcombed my hair for aweek”. So where did
the comb go? Into the hole, where else? The only
saving grace is that the hole returns the swallowed
objects within a day or two. Other favorites of the
invisible space are the nail cutter, the TV remote (this
reappeared in the bathroom once), the scissors, the
screwdriver, my library book (this one frequently
materializes under pillow's), my husbandls spectacles



and my cell phone. The last mentioned, when sighted
again, is unexplainably with a diminished cash

balance does the hole make phone calls?

The hole makes its presence felt in the college where
I work too. However, there it is pretty selective, and
its avarice is restricted to practical records and
assignments. It has been my experience that every
semester, at least one assignment or record is
mysteriously missing. Once enquiries are started |
learn that the assignment/record has been positively
submitted on time, was placed right on my table, and
has not been ‘borrowed* by any other student, but
unfortunately, is not to be seen now. The hole has
been active again, 1conclude. And yes, the lost
document usually does make its reappearance within
a few days, in some classroom or lab or on some other
teacher* s table.

The hole can expand to large proportions, f ve found.
Recently, a friend of mine went shopping in a
supermarket. She spent quite a long time in there and
when she finally staggered out with numerous

packages, she found that her car had vanished. Frantic
with worry, she called her husband, relatives, friends
and finally the police. A search was initiated and the
car was located at last. Guess where ii was found? In
her house, in the garage. That was a really diabolical
act of the hole’s, I think, and | choose to ignore the
idle gossip of her neighbours who say she never look
the car in the first place.

I now fear the lime when the hole extends its
voracious appetite to human beings. There are already
stray reports of people missing and being found in
other places. | know a girl whose uncle’s sister-in-
law'ls niece, while she was watching wilh her husband
the 999bepisode of a serial on television, suddenly
found that he had disappeared. A search found him in
the car, fast asleep. He later denied all know ledge of
how he had got there.

So folks, beware of the hole. Be ceaselessly vigilant,
alw'ays on guard. But Tm afraid the hole, in its
consuming greed, will finally be the victor. | only
hope it doesn’t get at this article.
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Moderates of the
World,

Common-folk in India and other parts of the world
would have us believe that religious
fundamentalism has only one colour, Islamic
Green. The attacks on Christians and Christian
institutions - including orphanages - instigated by
VHP activists in Orissa has proven that such
savage fanaticism comes in many colours, including
that of Hindu Saffron. Not that this needed further
proof, after the Gujarat riots of 2002 which VHP
leaders had vindicated with sacrilegious claim that the
atrocities committed had the‘ blessings’ ofLord Rama.

Fundamentalism -the hijacking ofa faith to promote
an exclusionist agenda, often through violent means -
is a transcredal phenomenon: It doesni* t begin or end
within the confines of ones belief system but is
common to all. There are Christian, Sikh, Buddhist
and atheist fundamentalists (sometimes called
lcommunistl).

Though no doctrine has a monopoly over
fundamentalism, after 9/11, the word (often
interchanged with ‘terrorism’) has been
It is often

urged that’moderate Muslims must stand up and

hyphenated with the word “Islamic*.

be counted as a corrective influence on their
radical co-religionists. So, in the current context
of Orissa (and earlier, Gujarat) should only
moderate Hindus denounce the horrors that has
been perpetrated in the name of their religion?
No. Moderates of all faiths, including that of
moderation itself, which surely is the most
beleaguered of faiths, in an increasingly divisive
world - must unite in condemining such acts.

The goal offundamentalists, ofany stripe, is to disunite

and destroy our common humanity. Such subversion
can only be countered by a refusal to ghettoize the
response by making il a responsibility ofone particular
faith. Fundamentalism is based on the premise of
extreme exclusion, the creation of a demonized
‘Other*; the opposing voice of moderation must
base itself on the principle of inclusivism, the
affirmation of a pluralist identity.

That is why the often-repeated call to ban
organisations which alledgedly are fundamentalist
in nature - be il SIMI or the RSS (progenitor of
the VHP) - makes for a bad politics of moderation,
necessary though such proscriptions may seem at
times. (The RSS has been banned thrice in India:
after the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi; duriug
the Emergency; and after the demolition of the
Babri Masjid. In each case, the ban was lifted by
the Supreme Court).

Bans go against the basic nature of both
democracy and moderation, which many might
say are one and the same tiling. A ban is another
way of saying (hat fundamentalism won, (hat it
achieved its objective of divisive exclusionism;
it turned moderation into a mirror image of

prohibitory fanaticism.

The Vatican has come out strongly against the
carnage in Orissa. Let*s hear it now from the leaders
and practitioners of other faiths. But most of ail,
from those who profess beliefin that ultimate credo:

that no moderate is an island, entire of itself.
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Childhood, an innocent art,
It’s imitation of nature,
Cute and soft.

Girlhood a charming phase,
Life of magnificent song,
Smart and sweet.

1 Youth a greeting to the future,
r If salong song that never echoes,
Y. Swell and precious.

Great age the harshness of life,
The crevice of life,
Bitter and Sour.

Open ur eyes to the WONld Of e-agriculture

News & Events
Directory

Blog

Weather

Discussion Forums
Expert Advise

E- News Letter

Agri & Eco Careers
Surveys (Online & Offline)
Eco & Farm Tourism
Agri consultancy

aarlume. com

bridging agriculture community
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